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Sunday 2nd August 2020 

Eighth Sunday after Trinity 
 

Collect 
Almighty Lord and everlasting God, 
we beseech you to direct, sanctify and govern both our 
hearts and bodies in the ways of your laws and the works 
of your commandments; that through your most mighty 
protection, both here and ever, we may be preserved in 
body and soul; through our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen 

 
Old Testament Reading:  Isaiah 55: 1 - 5 
Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you 
that have no money, come, buy and eat!  Come, buy 
wine and milk without money and without price.  Why do 
you spend your money for that which is not bread, and 
your labour for that which does not satisfy?  Listen 
carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight 
yourselves in rich food. Incline your ear, and come to me; 
listen, so that you may live.  I will make with you an 
everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. 
See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and 
commander for the peoples.  See, you shall call nations 
that you do not know, and nations that do not know you 
shall run to you, because of the Lord your God, the Holy 
One of Israel, for he has glorified you. 

 
Epistle: Romans 9: 1-5 
I am speaking the truth in Christ--I am not lying; my 
conscience confirms it by the Holy Spirit-- I have great 
sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart.  For I could 
wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ 
for the sake of my own people, my kindred according to 
the flesh.  They are Israelites, and to them belong the 
adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, 
the worship, and the promises; to them belong the 
patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, comes 
the Messiah, who is over all, God blessed forever. Amen. 
 
Holy Gospel: Matthew 14: 13-21 
Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a 
boat to a deserted place by himself.  But when the 
crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the 
towns.  When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and 
he had compassion for them and cured their sick.  When 
it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, "This 
is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the 
crowds away so that they may go into the villages and 
buy food for themselves."  Jesus said to them, "They 

need not go away; you give them something to eat."  
They replied, "We have nothing here but five loaves and 
two fish."  And he said, "Bring them here to me."  Then 
he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass.  Taking 
the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, 
and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to the 
disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds.  
And all ate and were filled; and they took up what was left 
over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full.  And those 
who ate were about five thousand men, besides women 
and children. 
 

Reflection 
 

Apart from the resurrection itself, the feeding of the five 
thousand is the only miracle that appears in all four 
gospels.  
 

First, it tells us of the kindness of Christ, his readiness to 
help and serve people, even when that was hard for him. 
For Matthew and Mark, the feeding happened when 
Jesus had been trying to get away to absorb the news of 
the death of John the Baptist. Having space to mourn is 
important for us; for Jesus, John’s death seems to have 
strengthened his sense of his own calling to die for us. 
But when the crowds turn up, he teaches and heals, says 
Matthew, and then feeds the crowd. I’m not sure what 
that will teach as an example to us – the importance of 
mourning; the need to care for others even at cost to 
ourselves. Both lessons will have their place for different 
people at different times and circumstances. But we 
certainly learn here, as in so many places in the gospels, 
Jesus’ care and self-giving love, and feel the comfort of 
his sharing the difficulties of our lives. 
 

Second, the feeding is miraculous, an overflowing 
bounty, freely given. Matthew understands all four 
gospels’ account of five thousand men to imply that 
women and children were on top of this number, so those 
fed may have been ten thousand! So the miracle fulfils 
our Old Testament reading this morning, which calls all 
who have need to receive God’s free drink and food and 
salvation. God’s grace, free and overflowing generosity, 
are at the heart of the gospel and our faith.  
 

Third, in feeding the five thousand Jesus meets people’s 
needs in love, and this physical feeding points beyond 
itself to a spiritual feeding. Matthew, in the account of 
Jesus’ temptations, has pointed out that Jesus did not 
come primarily to feed people with physical food, but with 
God’s word. Our Old Testament reading is not just about 
literal food but an everlasting covenant, a binding 
relationship of love. John is the gospel that wrestles at 
length in the context of the feeding of the five thousand 
with the importance of going beyond just physical food. It 
is in this context that Jesus declares, ‘I am the bread of 
life.’ So we are to feed on him by trusting in him. John’s 
gospel thus seems to link the feeding with Holy 
Communion, feeding on the body and blood of Jesus in 
trust. We receive our share in the feeding of the five 
thousand by trusting in God’s love through Jesus, and so 
being spiritually fed by union of our hearts and lives with 
him. The physical aspect is not lost, for we receive Jesus 
in the bread and wine of the Communion. That has been 
impossible for most of us during the Covid lockdown, but 
John’s account of Jesus’ reflection on feeding on him 
stresses that the spiritual feeding, by trust, is what is 
central. “The flesh is of no avail,” says Jesus. We must 
live out our faith, and so the eucharist and sharing with 
others are vital, but if we cannot do all the actions we 
would, God is faithful as we reach out in trust.   
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Fourth: The Old Testament reading is set to relate to the 
Gospel reading. The Epistle isn’t. But, in fact, it does. It is 
a bit obscure, but it recounts Paul’s pain at most of his 
fellow Jews rejecting the good news of Jesus.  
 

Now, all four gospels tell the feeding of the five thousand. 
Only Mark and Matthew also tell of the feeding of the four 
thousand. They tell of twelve baskets of surplus food 
after the feeding of the five thousand, and seven baskets 
from the four thousand. The five thousand are fed in a 
Jewish area of Galilee, but the four thousand seem to 
have been fed in a gentile, non-Jewish, area. Seven is 
the number symbolising completeness in general, but 
twelve is the number of the tribes of Israel, so the symbol 
of the completion of the Jewish or Israelite people – 
hence too Jesus’ choice of twelve apostles. So, for 
Matthew, the feeding of the five thousand is especially 
about God’s care for the Jews.   
 

Paul throughout the letter to the Romans is wrestling with 
what God is doing with Israel. He thinks that most of 
Israel, the Jews, are trying to get right with God by works 
of the Law, and so tend to despise the gentiles, the other 
nations, who have not got the Law. Paul insists on God’s 
care for all people – like Matthew with his two feeding 
miracles – and that this means that we rely on God’s 
choice and freely given love, not ourselves. But that too 
echoes Jesus’ free generosity in the feeding miracles. 
The people have only to receive. So grace and faith are 
what counts for Jesus in the feeding miracles as for Paul. 
Paul wrestles with what God’s choice means – does it 
mean that God wants to reject the unchosen? But he 
concludes that, over history, God has put all peoples at 
some time under disobedience in order that, by his 
unsearchable grace, he will have mercy on all. And God’s 
loving choice is unchangeable.    
In the light of Jesus’ warnings, we cannot deduce that no 
one will be lost, yet Jesus’ love and death for all pushes 

in the direction of a universal salvation. We are called to 

accept God’s salvation in Christ for ourselves, by trust 

and love, and not to judge and condemn others. The 
Church’s record of ill-treatment of the Jews is tragic. One 
of the lessons of our epistle and gospel is to care for and 
not judge our Jewish brothers and sisters. We can trust 
that all salvation is through Jesus without despairing of 
Jews and others who seem to be rejecting Jesus. We are 
called to pray for and love all people, nothing despairing. 
 

A final point. Some of you may remember Mr. John 
Buckingham. He was head of chemistry at Dursley 
Grammar School at Rednock, and a lay preacher in the 
Methodist Church. So, in my second year, he taught us 
R.E. And I remember on the Feeding of the Five 
thousand he suggested that maybe, when the disciples 
started handing out the bread and fishes, there were a lot 
of people who had their own supplies, and they were 
shamed into sharing them! As a twelve year old, I was a 
bit shocked at that as an explanation of the miracle. I 
think Matthew, Mark, Luke and John would have been a 
bit shocked too! The story is clearly understood to be a 
miraculous feeding, and in the feeding of the four 
thousand, the crowds had been with Jesus for some 
days, and so their supplies would have been exhausted. 
But in drawing the lessons for ourselves from the 
feedings, I think we can do worse than apply Mr. 
Buckingham’s teaching. For the feedings are about 
Jesus’ generosity, and this is intended to move us to 
generosity too. So let us be moved to share with those in 
need as Jesus calls us to do.  
 

One can sing this central message to the tune of ‘Be 
still and know that I am God’: 
 

When Jesus took the fish and bread, 
When Jesus took the fish and bread, 
Thousands of people were all fed. 
 

So take our lives, and may we share, 
So take our lives, and may we share, 
And give ourselves in love and care. 
 

God, use our gifts, though they are small, 
God, use our gifts, though they are small, 
Your greatness makes enough for all.  
 

So in your generosity, 
So in your generosity, 

Feed us in Christ eternally. 
Canon Richard Morgan 

 
Intercessions 
In the power of the wisdom of God, and in union with the 
Saviour, let us pray to the creator of all. 
We pray for the whole church throughout the world. In 
our own country we pray for Justin Welby, the 
Archbishop, and for the Diocese of Gloucester, led by 
Bishops Rachel and Robert; for all in this Benefice, lay 
and ordained who have responsibilities for the care and 
spiritual life of our villages and towns.  
Lord, hear us,   Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

As we give thanks for the gradual opening of church 
services in the beautiful buildings of the Benefice, we 
pray for all those responsible for enabling that to happen. 
We give thanks for all who have made it possible for us 
to worship electronically in the last months, remembering 
Tony in particular for his commitment and skill. 
Lord, hear us,   Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

We give thanks for the stories of our gospels which take 
us to new planes of understanding of God’s Kingdom.  
We pray today  for the miracle of the wealthy being 
prepared to share what they have, with those who have 
nothing. For agencies who seek to change our attitudes 
to those who are worse off than we are. 
Lord, hear us,   Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

We continue to pray that we may become increasingly 
aware of the deteriorating environment through our own 
lack of involvement so that we become more committed 
to do what we can to reduce our wastefulness and the 
spoiling of the earth on which we depend.  
Lord, hear us,   Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

We pray for the Pop-up cafes in our local area  
supporting children during the summer months.  For all 
efforts at this dislocating time to discover new ways of 
caring and serving our community.   
Lord, hear us,   Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

We pray for a deepening of faith as each one of us 
explores separately and together the ways and depths of 
God’s involvement in the world and God’s deep love for 
all and each of us, wherever we are, and however we 
judge ourselves 
Lord, hear us,   Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

We pray for all who need our prayers today: Those in our 
own families and friends, and in particular Katy, Jo, John, 
Antonio, Maria, Dave, Bryan, Bob, Pam, Sue, Graham, 
Marilyn, Charles, Lynne, Jane, Michelle, Doreen, Mary, 
Kevin, Chris and anyone known to us 
 
 



We pray for all recently bereaved for whom a fitting 
funeral service has not been possible, we hold in our 
prayers all who grieve today and particularly for the 
families of Jonathan Littleford, Kaye Gardiner, Pearl 
Thompson, Joan Weir, Gerald Bannister and Doreen 
Swirski. 
 
We end these prayers with the words of Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu, adapted from Sir Francis Drake 
 

Disturb us, O Lord when we are too well-pleased with 
ourselves when our dreams have come true because  
we dreamed too little, because we sailed too close  
to the shore. 
 

Disturb us, O Lord, when with the abundance of things 
we possess, we have lost our thirst for the water of life  
when, having fallen in love with time, we have ceased to 
dream of eternity and in our efforts to build a new earth,  
we have allowed our vision of Heaven to grow dim. 
 

Stir us, O Lord, to dare more boldly, to venture into wider 
seas  where storms show Thy mastery, where losing 
sight of land, we shall find the stars. 
In the name of Him who pushed back the horizons of our 
hopes and invited the brave to follow. 

Revd David Vonberg 
 

Post-communion prayer  
Strengthen for service, Lord, the hands that have taken 
holy things; may the ears which have heard your word 
be deaf to clamour and dispute; may the tongues which 
have sung your praise be free from deceit; may the eyes 
which have seen the tokens of your love shine with the 
light of hope; and may the bodies which have been fed 
with your body be refreshed with the fullness of your life; 
glory to you for ever.          Amen 
 
 
 

If you would like someone who is currently unwell or in 
particular need of prayer to be named on the weekly 
pew sheet, please email the parish office giving the 

person’s name and also your name as the contact.   
 
Service Sheet for Worship at Home  
If you are unable to join the Sunday services, please do 
make use of the reflective service for use at home 
alongside the prayers and readings for the day which 
can be found on the pew sheet.     
If you would like a copy please contact the office  
ewelmeparishoffice@gmail.com 

 
 
ZOOM Sunday Service 
The 10am Service of The Word this Sunday (2nd August) 
will be via Zoom in the now traditional way.  Here are the 
joining details: 
Topic: Service of the Word 
Time: Aug 2, 2020 09:45 AM London 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82939945400?pwd=M05IRlR6
VGxVQzlubmcvT1VwMy81QT09 
Meeting ID: 829 3994 5400   Passcode: 159562 
One tap mobile 
Dial by your location 
0131 460 1196 United Kingdom 
0203 051 2874 United Kingdom 
Meeting ID: 829 3994 5400   Passcode: 159562 
 
 

Live streaming of future services 
If all goes well, things will change from Sunday 9th 
August.  Following the relative success of our Patronal 
Festival live stream from St James, we are planning to 
live stream services directly over YouTube.  This should 
give us slightly better sound and possibly better picture 
quality, and will much simpler to transmit, since Tony 
won't have to monitor the Zoom feed as well as using the 
camera.  That's the hope, anyway. 
 

‘Junior Church at Home’ can be found on the 
Facebook page every Sunday at 11.30am.  This will 
continue even when services are taking place in church.  
All are welcome – any age!  
  
Visit us on Facebook:  

 Ewelme Benefice Family    
 
Next Sunday’s services 9th August 
 
10.00am  Holy Communion in St James (live streamed) 
10.00am  Holy Communion in St Giles 
 

Due to social distancing, the number of people who can 
attend services in church sadly has to be restricted.  If 
you are planning to attend a service in one of the 
churches, please can you email Clive in the Office on 
ewelmeparishoffice@gmail.com or leave a message on 
the Office number 549280.  We have been asked to 
keep details of attendance for 21 days for Track and 
Trace purposes. 
 

Churches open for private prayer 

We continue to follow the same pattern of opening, 
leaving the buildings un-stewarded: 
 

St James Mondays and Thursdays 10am – 3pm  

St Giles Tuesdays and Fridays 10am – 3pm  

St Bartholomew’s Wednesdays & Saturdays 

10am – 3pm  
 

Pastoral Care  
Unfortunately due to the coronavirus, we have been 
advised by the Bishop that only essential visiting should 
take place at the moment.  We are keen to continue our 
care and support through telephone calls.  Please let 
Canon Michael (546459), Revd Ian Gardner (546895) or 
Revd Jane Wood know of those who need to be 
contacted or those who are in hospital and we will get in 
touch.   Marion Kee (860364) or Pat Jones (860696) are 
also happy to be contacted for Uley, Owlpen and 
Nympsfield. 
 
 
On-line Holiday Club – thanks Diane! 
Well done and many thanks to Diane for all her work in 
producing the Holiday Club that ran on-line last week.  It 
was a first for us!  If you missed the sessions you can 
still see them on the Ewelme Benefice Youth Youtube 
channel.  They’re about 15 minutes for each day and 
can be found via this link: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXYMjgtXrvpaZswL0G

AYMeQ/playlists 
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Churches Together Summer Project 
This is a series of ‘pop-up’ creative cafes across the 
Cam and Dursley district during the school summer 
holidays.  We are partnering with The Tab to run a 
simple café in Dursley Tab’s garden on Wednesday 
mornings 11am – 12.30pm.  This will be offering free 
drinks, snacks and home-made cake as well as creative 
activity boxes for children to work on and then take 
home.  The café will ‘pop-up’ at the same time at the 
Quarry Chapel on Tuesdays and in Cam, at St George’s, 
on Thursdays.  
Do come along to see us and spread the word! 
 

 
 

Good news from St Giles! 
We have been granted the Faculty giving us permission 
to carry out the proposed work to improve access to St 
Giles and to re-order the interior to remove the trip 
hazards and allow for improved use of the space.  Now 
we begin some serious fund-raising as the funds we have 
in hand will not be enough! 

 
 

A message from Brendan 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stewardship, Parish Giving Scheme, gifts and 
donations  

  
Very many thanks to all members of our church 
community who have helped us financially by 
registering for the Parish Giving Scheme, increasing 
contributions through the Parish Giving Scheme, 
sending cheques to the treasurers or making bank 
transfers into our parish bank accounts.   
These acts of generosity are really, really appreciated.  

  
Please visit our website for quick and tax efficient 
online ways of giving - 
https://ewelmebenefice.co.uk/coronavirus/ .  
 
You can also donate directly via on-line banking:  
 Uley account:   
Barclays 20-33-83 A/C 43042057   
Uley with Owlpen & Nympsfield Parochial Church 
Council  
  
Uley Community Shop will take donations in sealed 
envelope marked ‘Uley Church’   
 
Dursley account:   
Lloyds 30-98-29 A/C 02391588   
Dursley PCC  
 
 
 
Canon Michael will be off duty until 22nd August 
Please direct enquiries to Revds Ian and Jane or via 
the Benefice Office ewelmeparishoffice@gmail.com 
 
 

 

Guidance on face coverings 
For those who are planning to attend 
services in church this Sunday, the Church 
of England has issued the following 
guidance about face coverings: 
 
We strongly advise that face coverings 
should be worn by all those attending a 
place of worship, including ministers, 
worshippers, staff, volunteers, contractors 
and visitors, where there may be other 
people present; remembering that they are 
mainly intended to protect other people, not 
the wearer, from coronavirus COVID-19 
and that they are not a replacement for 
physical distancing and regular hand 
washing 
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