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Sunday 29th November 2020 
Advent Sunday 

 

Collect 
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of 
darkness and to put on the armour of light, now in the 
time of this mortal life, in which your Son Jesus Christ 
came to us in great humility; that on the last day, when 
he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge the 
living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; 
through him who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.      
Amen 

 

Old Testament: Reading  Isaiah 64: 1 – 9 

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 
so that the mountains would quake at your presence as 
when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to 
boil, to make your name known to your adversaries, so 
that the nations might tremble at your presence!  When 
you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, you 
came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
From ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived, 
no eye has seen any God besides you, who works for 
those who wait for him.  You meet those who gladly do 
right, those who remember you in your ways.  But you 
were angry, and we sinned; because you hid yourself we 
transgressed.  We have all become like one who is 
unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth.  
We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, 
take us away.  There is no one who calls on your name, 
or attempts to take hold of you; for you have hidden your 
face from us, and have delivered us into the hand of our 
iniquity.  Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, 
and you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand.  
Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, and do not 
remember iniquity for ever.  Now consider, we are all 
your people. 
 

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 1: 3 – 9 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  I give thanks to my God always for 
you because of the grace of God that has been given you 
in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched 
in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind-- just as 
the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among 
you-- so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as 
you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ.  He 
will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be 

blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  God is 
faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

 

Holy Gospel: Mark 13: 24-37 
"But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will be 
darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the 
stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the 
heavens will be shaken.  Then they will see 'the Son of 
Man coming in clouds' with great power and glory.  Then 
he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the 
four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of 
heaven.  From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its 
branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you 
know that summer is near.  So also, when you see these 
things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very 
gates.  Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away 
until all these things have taken place.  Heaven and earth 
will pass away, but my words will not pass away.  But 
about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels 
in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.  Beware, 
keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. 
It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home 
and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and 
commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch.  
Therefore, keep awake--for you do not know when the 
master of the house will come, in the evening, or at 
midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find 
you asleep when he comes suddenly.  And what I say to 
you I say to all: Keep awake." 

Post-communion prayer  

O Lord our God, make us watchful and keep us faithful 
 as we await the coming of your Son our Lord; that, when he 
shall appear, he may not find us sleeping in sin but active in 
his service and joyful in his praise; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen 

 

Reflection 
The reading from Mark’s Gospel is probably one of the 
most difficult to understand in Mark’s Gospel and one 
that scholars find it difficult to agree about. 

What exactly are the events that Mark is referring to?  
Some interpret them as the second coming of Jesus, 
the event known as the Parousia, which is the Greek 
word for arrival or coming.  These events signalling 
Jesus’s prophecy about his return at the end of the 
world.   

Others interpret the passage as referring to the 
destruction of the temple in Jerusalem in AD 70, which 
would have felt like the end of the world to the first 
century Jew.  These events are, therefore, not to be 
taken literally but are what Mark is describing as a 
present reality – what it feels like when your whole 
world has been turned upside down and things just 
aren’t what they used to be – when there has been a 
whole cosmic shift in your life.  When the way is no 
longer lit and all you depended on is no longer stable.  

And doesn’t that speak to us today?  With the 
uncertainty that the pandemic has brought, rocking our 
lives and the world in a way many of us have never 
experienced before. 

What and who will be our focus in these difficult times?   

In these dark moments when our world is shaken don’t 
we just want someone to just sort it out and fix it – to 
turn back the clock and make everything all right again.  
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Advent holds before us this truth about our lives and the 
world.  It’s into a world of uncertainty, chaos and pain that 
the Son of Man comes.   

Advent is a season in which we recognise our 
brokenness, deep ache and at times despair but it is also 
filled with a pregnant expectation of joy and celebration.  
Where we move from darkness into light, a season of 
preparation as we make ourselves ready to live as if God 
is already with us.  We travel the way of incarnation, as 
we notice those dark places of our lives that need to be 
brought into the light, making time for prayer, waiting, and 
getting ready for the birth of the Christ child. 

It’s a path grounded in joy, anticipation and the mystery 
of new birth and new beginnings.  We are to focus on 
Jesus – who comes and lives among us.  Unveiled in 
Jesus is a radical new way of life, of love, justice, peace 
and powerlessness.   

Whatever the interpretation of Mark 13, the point is that it 
reminds us that whatever we face and however we feel 
right now, however, we encounter things, just as the 
original hearers of Mark’s Gospel, we are not abandoned 
or forgotten even when it feels like the stars are falling 
out of the sky.  Jesus’ words v 31 ‘Heaven and earth will 
pass away, but my words will not pass away’ are sure 
and reliable.   

We may never be sure what events Mark is really 
speaking about or when the master of the house will 
return but we can be sure that the incarnate God who 
comes to live among us, is at work even and especially 
within the chaos and catastrophes of life, and will never 
abandon us.   
 

Revd Jane Wood 

 

Intercessions 

Let us pray to the Lord with faith and hope. 
 

Lord, at the start of the Church year, we thank you for this 
opportunity to begin anew, to look forward with hope and 
vision. 
 

Lord Jesus, prepare our hearts for your coming. 
Come Lord Jesus 
 

Lord prepare the church for your coming. Clear away all 
those things that no longer glorify you.  Open hearts and 
minds so that the church is ready to be renewed and 
refreshed  by your spirit, that she in turn may inspire 
anew this generation. 
We thank you for the church community here in this 
benefice, 
May it be a community grounded in love, confident in its 
faith, and courageous in its witness. 
In particular we pray for our advent events, the nativity 
trail and the advent windows, that through them people 
will see the wonder of your coming among us. 
 

Come Lord Jesus and refresh your church 
Come Lord Jesus 
 

We pray for the world, for a new vision and a new hope, 
a world where world leaders cooperate in seeking justice 
peace and stability, a world where the rights of the poor 
and disadvantaged are not ignored,  a world where 
environmental concerns are not sidelined for the sake of 
profit. 
We pray for a world where integrity and service are 
valued, where we all recognize our interdependence on 
one another and where we all work for the common 
good. 

We thank you for the work of our scientists and the hope 
of a vaccine ahead, and we look forward in hope to a 
time when we can meet together without restraint. 
 

Come Lord Jesus and make new this world 
Come Lord Jesus 
  

We pray for our local communities here in this benefice. 
For our schools, our hospitals, our shops and services, 
for the foodbank and GL11. For the people work there, 
and the people whom they serve. We pray for those who 
find themselves unemployed and for those who fear for 
their livelihoods in this difficult time. May they be 
strengthened by your presence 
 

Come Lord Jesus and give them resilience and hope. 
Come Lord Jesus 
 

We pray for all those who are struggling with distress 
illness or bereavement,  the housebound and frail, those 
who are isolated or lonely  Give us eyes and ears to 
recognize their distress,  Give us words of comfort for 
them and hearts to serve. 
We pray especially for Keith, John, Dave, Bryan, Bob, 
Sue, Lynne, Mary, Frances, Janet, Joan, Norma, Anna, 
Jenny, Jonathan and all who care for them.……. 
 

Come Lord Jesus and give them comfort. 
Come Lord Jesus 
 

Rejoicing in the joy of your Kingdom, we commend to 

your love and care all those who have died recently 

amongst them Iris Bishop and Maurice Wilkins.  We pray 

too that your comforting arms surround all those who 

grieve at this time. 
 

Finally we pray for ourselves. That when you come, you 
find us ready to meet you face to face. Come Lord Jesus 
and enter our hearts. 
Come Lord Jesus 

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of 

your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ Amen. 

       Paula Rix 

 

If you would like someone who is currently unwell or in 
particular need of prayer to be named on the weekly 
pew sheet, please email the parish office giving the 

person’s name and also your name as the contact. 

 
Coming out of lockdown 
The lifting of the current lockdown, from Wednesday 2nd 
December, allows us to return to having services in our 
churches.  We will still have to follow the guidelines 
about social distancing, wearing masks and, as far as 
we know, not singing.   
 

On Thursday 3rd December at 10am there will be a 

said service of Holy Communion in St James. 
 

On Sunday 6th December the services in the 

Benefice will be: 
St Giles 10am  Parish Communion 
St James 10am  Parish Communion.  This service 
will be live-streamed. 
 
It is very important that you let us know if you are 
planning to attend a Sunday service.  Please leave a 
message on 549280 or email 
ewelmeparishoffice@gmail.com 
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Please continue to check the Ewelme Family Facebook 
page and the Benefice website 
www.ewelmebenefice.co.uk regularly and if there are 
members who you know do not use any of these 
media, please let them know what is going on. 
 

Printed copies of the weekly pew sheet are available to 
pick up from the porch in St James from Friday 
lunchtime.  The porch will be left open every day.  For 
those who can’t come into Dursley, especially from 
Nympsfield or Uley, please do contact the office if you 
know of someone who would appreciate a printed copy. 

 
. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Churches open for private prayer 
The pattern for opening the churches continues to be: 
St James, Dursley: Mondays & Thursdays from 9.30am 
St Giles, Uley: Tuesdays & Fridays from 10am 
St Bart’s, Nympsfield: Wednesdays & Sats from 10am 
 

Service Sheet for Worship at Home  
If you are unable to join the Sunday services, please do 
make use of the reflective service for use at home 
alongside the prayers and readings for the day which 
can be found on this pew sheet.     
If you would like a copy please contact the office   
ewelmeparishoffice@gmail.com 
 

Pastoral Care  
Home visiting is sadly not possible at the moment, apart 
from in exceptional circumstances.  Please continue to let 
Canon Michael (546459), Revd Ian Gardner (546895) or 
Revd Jane Wood (07983 623525) know of those who 
need to be contacted or those who are in hospital and we 
will get in touch.   Marion Kee (860364) or Pat Jones 
(860696) are also happy to be contacted for Uley, 
Owlpen and Nympsfield. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dursley’s on-line Christmas Market 
As we are unable to hold the Christmas Market this year, 
we’re trying something different.  Using an on-line 
catalogue it will be possible to place orders for some of 
the popular items that you would have been able, in 
‘normal times’, to buy at the Market.  To do this though, 
we need to have some ‘stall holders’; people who are 
willing to produce things for sale; items like cakes, 
scones, preserves, table decorations, Christmas wreaths, 
etc.  If you would like to offer to take part as a virtual stall 
holder, please email Caroline on 
caroline.vegpatch@gmail.com as soon as possible.  We 
hope this venture will raise some funds to cover the lost 
income from the Market, but will also be something 
different and a bit of fun. If you know of anyone not on 
Facebook or on line please contact Caroline and she will 
let them know what goodies are on offer and act as 
intermediary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advent Discussion Group 
this year will be via Zoom! 

Meeting weekly on Mondays from 7th December at 
7.00pm, we'll base our discussion on 'Journeying 
through Advent', a booklet of short daily readings 

and meditations on advent themes. 
Maximum number 8 people. 

Further groups at other times can be arranged  but 
to do this we'd need hear from you soon! For more 

info. or to book a place please contact 
Paula.s.paula.rix@gmail.com 

 
 

 

 
 

Evening Prayer via Zoom 
During Advent we are continuing the pattern of 
Evening Prayer at 6.00 via Zoom.  The booklet we 
are using is on the benefice website or, if you would 
like a printed copy, please contact the Parish Office 
The joining details you need are 
Topic: Evening Prayer 
Time: Dec 1, 2020 06:00 PM London 
        Every day, until Dec 3, 2020, 3 occurrence(s) 
        Dec 1, 2020 06:00 PM 
        Dec 2, 2020 06:00 PM 
        Dec 3, 2020 06:00 PM 
To Join the service, click 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88205253243?pwd=VlN
DTkpJUWpJNFBKK203ZkMrazlzZz09 
Meeting ID: 882 0525 3243  Passcode: 802197 
To join by phone dial  01203 481 5237  
or   0131 460 1196  

 

 

 

St James, Dursley Christmas Quiz 2020 
 ‘Welcome to the Christmas 2020 quiz! Ideal for a 
Covid-19 lockdown Christmas, which I hope we don’t 
have! All the clues, some cryptic, lead you to a 
festive song or carol; many you will know well but 
there are one or two which are rather less familiar. 
The number after each clue refer to the number of 
words in the answer. For a Quiz sheet please 
contact  David Vonberg revdavid.vonberg@gmail.com    
01453 519506.  Please return your completed entry 
form to David, 53 Manor Avenue, GL11 5JF, by 1st 
January 2021. There will be a prize of a bottle of 
wine for the winner. 
 

ZOOM Services for 29th November 
The Zoom links for our two services for Sunday 

29th November are 
 

Benefice Eucharist 
Time: Nov 29, 2020 10:00 AM 

To join Zoom Meeting click 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86517338138?pwd=c

1pmK0NFMmpMYVB6MHZLS2kydDh1UT09 
Meeting ID: 865 1733 8138       

Passcode: 101678 
 

To join by phone 0203 481 5237 
 or 0131 460 1196 

Meeting ID: 865 1733 8138     
Passcode: 101678 

 

Advent Carol Service 
Time: Nov 29, 2020 4:00 PM 
To join Zoom Meeting click 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89100061370?pwd=d
DRKaTJOTHZ0WExvQ2NrdXJQdUI4UT09 

Meeting ID: 891 0006 1370        
Passcode: 377327 

 

To join by phone 0131 460 1196  
or 0203 051 2874 

Meeting ID: 891 0006 1370        
Passcode: 377327 

 
We will try to record each service and load it up to 

YouTube after the service – it can take up to 2 
hours to do this.  The easiest way to find the 
recording is to go into YouTube and search 

Ewelme Benefice. 
Tony 
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Stewardship, Parish Giving Scheme, gifts 
and donations  

  

Very many thanks to all members of our church 
community who have helped us financially by registering 
for the Parish Giving Scheme, increasing contributions 
through the Parish Giving Scheme, sending cheques to 
the treasurers or making bank transfers into our parish 
bank accounts.   
These acts of generosity are really, really appreciated.  
  

Please visit our website for quick and tax efficient online 
ways of giving - 
https://ewelmebenefice.co.uk/coronavirus/ .  
 

You can also donate directly via on-line banking:  
Uley account:   
Barclays 20-33-83 A/C 43042057   
Uley with Owlpen & Nympsfield Parochial Church 
Council  
  

Uley Community Shop will take donations in sealed 
envelope marked ‘Uley Church’   
 

Dursley account:   
Lloyds 30-98-29 A/C 02391588   
Dursley PCC  
 
 

 

Visit us on Facebook:  Ewelme Benefice Family    

 

 

 

Food Bank 
The Food Bank is now operating and donations are 
welcome.  Uley village shop and both Tesco’s and 
Sainsbury’s have food donating points which can be 
used. Please continue to donate. 

Friends at Christmas 
Are looking for volunteers to help deliver a Christmas 
dinner and other goodies to homes on Christmas; 
and for people who would like to receive them. 
If you are able to help please use the links below. If 
you fill in the form and click submit it automatically 
goes to a database that will be used to contact 
people at a later stage. 
 
For volunteers: 
https://forms.gle/A6p3REyKUBqNT3Wb7 
 
For 'guests': 
https://forms.gle/6nXYHBXWzsupQYSL8 

Please note that Canon Michael will be off duty 
on Monday 30th November 
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