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Sunday 24th January 2021 
3rd Sunday of Epiphany 

 

Collect 
Almighty God, whose Son revealed in signs and miracles 
the wonder of your saving presence: renew your people 
with your heavenly grace, and in all our weakness 
sustain us by your mighty power; through Jesus Christ 
your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen 
 

Old Testament Reading:  Genesis 14: 17 - 20 
After his return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and the 
kings who were with him, the king of Sodom went out to 
meet Abram at the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the King's 
Valley).  And King Melchizedek of Salem brought out 
bread and wine; he was priest of God Most High.  He 
blessed him and said, "Blessed be Abram by God Most 
High, maker of heaven and earth; and blessed be God 
Most High, who has delivered your enemies into your 
hand!"  And Abram gave him one-tenth of everything. 
 
New Testament Reading:   Revelation 19: 6 – 10 
Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great 
multitude, like the sound of many waters and like the 
sound of mighty thunder-peals, crying out, "Hallelujah!  
For the Lord our God, the Almighty reigns.  Let us rejoice 
and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the 
Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready; to 
her it has been granted to be clothed with fine linen, bright 
and pure"--for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the 
saints.  And the angel said to me, "Write this: Blessed are 
those who are invited to the marriage supper of the 
Lamb."  And he said to me, "These are true words of 
God."  Then I fell down at his feet to worship him, but he 
said to me, "You must not do that! I am a fellow servant 
with you and your comrades who hold the testimony of 
Jesus. Worship God!   For the testimony of Jesus is the 
spirit of prophecy." 
 

HOLY GOSPEL:   John 2: 1 - 11 
There was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother 
of Jesus was there.  Jesus and his disciples had also 
been invited to the wedding.  When the wine gave out, 
the mother of Jesus said to him, ‘They have no wine.’  
And Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, what concern is that to 
you and to me? My hour has not yet come.’  His mother 
said to the servants, ‘Do whatever he tells you.’  Now 
standing there were six stone water-jars for the Jewish 

rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons.  
Jesus said to them, ‘Fill the jars with water.’  And they 
filled them up to the brim.  He said to them, ‘Now draw 
some out, and take it to the chief steward.’  So they took 
it.  When the steward tasted the water that had become 
wine, and did not know where it came from (though the 
servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward 
called the bridegroom and said to him, ‘Everyone serves 
the good wine first, and then the inferior wine after the 
guests have become drunk.  But you have kept the good 
wine until now.’  Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in 
Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples 
believed in him. 

Post-communion prayer  
Almighty Father, whose Son our Saviour Jesus Christ is 
the light of the world: may your people, illumined by your 
word and sacraments, shine with the radiance of his 
glory, that he may be known, worshipped, and obeyed to 
the ends of the earth; for he is alive and reigns, now and 
for ever. Amen 

 

Reflection 
What make a good story? Believable story line and 
believable people? Are you looking for the strange and 
the mysterious, or the happy and endearing? Block 
buster or short novel? Choices! 
 

John's gospel story, is his attempt at laying out the truth 
of Jesus' life.. In the first few chapters a cast of 
characters emerge. John the Baptist, Philip and 
Nathanael, all confirm that this is God's chosen - “I have 
seen it and borne witness: this is God's Chosen One”, 
says John the Baptist, John 1.34. 
 

John's concern is that the reader or listener, understands 
very quickly that this is Jesus and that He is the Son of 
God.  This is no reveal all at the end style of story, John 
wants everyone to know the truth from the outset.  
 

The wedding at Cana is a way to introduce both the 
ordinary and extraordinary into this story. Here Jesus is 
simply a man of the people, being part of an occasion as 
old as time, which is to celebrate the love and 
commitment of two people. An opportunity to party, meet 
old friends and generally to have a good time.  But He is 
also someone, as the story unfolds, who can do 
extraordinary things. Someone to save the day, if as His 
mother tells them, to  trust and “Do whatever He tell you”. 
John 2.5. 
 

What is that John is trying to convey with this story? He 
alone of the gospel writers includes it in his narrative.  
 

Firstly he says that it is a sign, “ the first of his signs, in 
Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples 
believed in him.“ John 2. 11. More signs are to come, this 
just whets the appetite. Jesus is the Messiah and within 
this narrative I give you more signs, more clues to His 
truth and identity. 
 

Secondly it is highly symbolic. Stone purification jars filled 
with water. Life giving water in this harsh environment. 
Changed by Jesus' command and intervention, to 
become a life saving, life changing, life affirming means 
of sustenance. From the old stale ways of sacrifice and 
service, into new ways of service and  sacrifice, bound by 
the love of all humanity.  
 

Finally, John reinforces the message that we have 
choices to make. If we trust, then Jesus will transform our 
lives. Just as water can be changed into wine, and not 
just any old wine, but the best, “but you have kept the 
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good wine until now.’ , so if we “Do whatever He tell you”, 
as Mary tell the servants, then our lives have the 
potential to be changed too. 
 

Stories are transformative. John gave us  his gospel, full 
of characters and events that changed lives. How do we 
read and respond to these gospel stories? That will 
always be the question that we have to answer for 
ourselves. What do we choose to do, in light of what we 
read and hear in this gospel message? 

Revd Ian Gardner 
 

Intercessions 
In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ, let us 
pray to the Father. 
 

“Anthems be to thee addressed 
God in man made manifest” 
Guided by the Holy Spirit we come before you, Lord 
Jesus, bringing our gifts for your use. 
 

In this week of prayer for Christian unity, we pray for all 
Christian people the World over, that they will be free to 
worship in their own way as they wish. We pray for Cam 
and Dursley Churches Together, their Priests and 
Ministers, and all who worship in these places. 
 

Lord in your mercy     Hear our prayer.  
 

We pray for peace in the World, for refugees and all who 
seek a better life away from conflict. May all nations work 
together to heal differences. 
 

Lord in your mercy     Hear our prayer.   
 

We pray for all children learning at home at this time. We 
give thanks for all teachers who are doing their utmost to 
ensure their children’s progress. We remember 
especially all those families who are finding it difficult to 
access the required technology, and those who are 
relying on supplies from food banks. 
 

Lord in your mercy       Hear our prayer. 
 

We give thanks for the Covid vaccine, now being 
administered widely. We pray for all who are facing 
uncertainty at work, and 
that we will soon be able to ease restrictions so that 
families may meet again in safety. 
 

Lord in your mercy        Hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for new President Joe Biden and pray that he 
may begin to heal a divided country. 
 

Lord in your mercy        Hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for those who are suffering in body, mind or 
spirit, and those who are caring for them, especially for 
those who are ill here, John, Dave, Brian, Bob, Sue, 
Lynne, Mary, Frances, Janet, Joan, Norma, Anna, 
Dorothy, Kevin, Phi, Pat and Joan. Be with them in their 
suffering, support and comfort them and give them peace 
of mind in times of trouble 
 

Lord in your mercy       Hear our prayer.   
 

We remember those recently bereaved, remembering 
particularly the family and friends of Arthur Philpott, Jean 
Dangerfield, Geoff Dellar and Katy Sparkes. Give comfort 
and peace to all who mourn, and assurance of life to 
come.  
 

Lord in your mercy      Hear our prayer.    
 

“May we praise thee ever blessed 
God in man made manifest”. 
 

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of 
your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.   Amen. 

Liz Byrne. 

If you would like someone who is currently unwell or in 
particular need of prayer to be named on the weekly pew 
sheet, please email the parish office giving the person’s 
name and also your name as the contact 

 

Sunday services return to Zoom 

The decision to return to on-line services has been 
made to support the ‘Stay at Home’ message of this 
lockdown, to keep everyone as safe as possible and 
to protect the NHS at this current time.  There will not 
be any services in our churches until further notice. 

 
Churches can still open for private prayer 
The pattern for opening the churches continues to be: 
St James, Dursley: Mondays & Thursdays from 9.30am 
St Giles, Uley: Tuesdays & Fridays from 10am 
St Bart’s, Nympsfield: Wednesdays & Sats from 10am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zoom Service for Sunday 24th January 
Topic: Parish Holy Communion 
Time: Jan 24, 2021 09:45 AM for 10 am 
To join Zoom Service 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84277047965?pwd=ektSR
nRpQmtjQmxRbGNqUVJQallaQT09 
Meeting ID: 842 7704 7965    Passcode: 337369 
To join by phone, dial:  0203 901 7895 or 0131 460 
1196 United Kingdom 
Meeting ID: 842 7704 7965    Passcode: 337369 
About an hour after the service, a recording will be 

uploaded to YouTube. A link will be sent round, or go into 

YouTube, search Ewelme Benefice and find the recording. 

 

Evening Prayer via Zoom  
We are continuing the pattern of Evening Prayer at 
6.00 via Zoom.  
The joining details you need are  
Topic: Evening Prayer  Tue 26th, Wed 27th, Thu 28th 
January 
Time: Jan 26, 2021 06:00PM; Jan 27, 2021 06:00 PM: 
Jan 28, 2021 06:00 PM 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88258035781?pwd=dWhJ
REYwTnYweUNKdTVqMW1sU0pMdz09 
Meeting ID: 882 5803 5781 Passcode: 698498 
To Join by phone dial;  0203 051 2874 or 0131 460 
1196 United Kingdom 
Meeting ID: 882 5803 5781 Passcode: 698498 
Service booklets will be available to download via the 
Ewelme Benefice website www.ewelmebenefice.co.uk  
If you require a printed copy, please email Clive on 
ewelmeparishoffice@gmail.com or leave a message 
for him on 549280. 

Morning Prayer on Wednesdays 
A small group has been meeting at 9am on 
Wednesday mornings on Zoom to say Morning 
Prayer together. Anyone is very welcome to join; it 
takes about 20 minutes and we use the service of 
Common Worship Morning Prayer. The words can be 
shared on screen for those who don’t have them. We 
can arrange for a copy of the service book to be 
borrowed or there is an App which can be 
downloaded. There’s no need to worry about that to 
begin with though – just join using this Zoom link for 
Morning Prayer on 27thJanuary: 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86130430198?pwd=aHFO
YzVkNm1tZVhRNGFSZ29WTk54dz09 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88258035781?pwd=dWhJREYwTnYweUNKdTVqMW1sU0pMdz09
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100 club 

Subscriptions for 2021 are now due.   
Please see Sarah Hodge or David Wood.   

New members from across the benefice are always 
welcome. Please contact Sarah 01453 545155 or 

David 01453 545073 if you wish to join. 

NEXT Sunday 31st January 2021  
Presentation of Christ/ Candlemas 

Malachi 3: 1 – 5;  Hebrews 2: 14 – 18; Luke 2: 22 - 40 

10.00am Benefice service via Zoom 
 

Please continue to check the Ewelme Family Facebook 
page and the Benefice website 
www.ewelmebenefice.co.uk regularly and if there are 
members who you know do not use any of these 
media, please let them know what is going on. 
 

Printed copies of the weekly pew sheet are available to 
pick up from the porch in St James from Friday 
lunchtime.  The porch will be left open every day.  For 
those who can’t come into Dursley, especially from 
Nympsfield or Uley, please do contact the office if you 
know of someone who would appreciate a printed copy. 
 

Service Sheet for Worship at Home  
If you are unable to join the Sunday services, please do 
make use of the reflective service for use at home 
alongside the prayers and readings for the day which 
can be found on this pew sheet.     
If you would like a copy please contact the office   
ewelmeparishoffice@gmail.com 
 
 
 

TONIGHT 6.00PM 
                 Churches Together United Service 
                          
 

 

As we are unable to gather as a church 
congregation. the Unity Week Service will be held 
on Sunday 24th January at 6 pm on-line,  

The theme will be 'Abiding in Christ' and we will be 
using the material prepared by Churches Together 
in Britain and Ireland: 
https://ctbi.org.uk/week-of-prayer-for-christian-
unity-2021/ 
 

The zoom link is 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85708035125 
 

Meeting ID:   857 0803 5125 
 

Parish Office is closed 
During the current lockdown, Clive will be working from 
home.  You can email him on 
ewelmeparishoffice@gmail.com  He will also check for 
any messages left on the office answer machine. 
 

Pastoral Care  
Please continue to let Canon Michael (546459), Revd Ian 
Gardner (546895) or Revd Jane Wood (07983 623525) 
know of those who need to be contacted or those who 
are in hospital and we will get in touch.  Marion Kee 
(860364) or Pat Jones (860696) are also happy to be 
contacted for Uley, Owlpen and Nympsfield. 
 

Cards for the Cobalt unit 
Thank you for donating your old Christmas cards.  These 
have been taken to the Cobalt unit.  Please do not drop 
any more off! 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Food Bank 
The Food Bank is now operating and donations are 
welcome.  Uley village shop and both Tesco’s and 
Sainsbury’s have food donating points which can be 
used. Please continue to donate. 

Recycle your old mobile phones and printer 
cartridges, and support the British Red Cross. 

Collecting Box in the Porch at St Giles 
(TONER & LASER CARTRIDGES NOT 

ACCEPTED) 
 

Charity Fundraiser 
With another lockdown to cope with, how about 
considering participating in the charity fundraiser 
collaborative art project as advertised in the January 
Dursley Messenger?  Almost half the pieces of a 
larger artwork have already been allocated for 
individual interpretation, so please contact Brendan 
(brendan.skelton@yahoo.co.uk ) or Kathie  
(kathie.rebbeck09@btinternet.com ) if you wish to join 
in.  Details are, as mentioned, in the January Dursley 
Messenger or can be obtained from Brendan and 
Kathie.  The work looks forward to the hope of the 
Resurrection and, when all individual offerings have 
been assembled, will be displayed in St James 
Church, Dursley at Easter.  Any donations raised will 
be divided between two local charities chosen by the 
PCC, Gloucestershire Young Carers and The Marah 
Trust. 

 
 

 

 

Christingle Marmalade 2020-2021 
in aid of The Children’s Society 

Delicious home made 3 fruit marmalades 
made with sweet and Seville oranges with lemons 

or lime 
 

453g jar £3.00        340g jar £2.50 
 

Please ring Liz Rymer 860520 
or Prue Vernon 860329 to book quantity and  
arrange collection – or email the parish office 

ewelmeparishoffice@gmail.com 
 

Please pay on line to the Uley with Owlpen & 
Nympsfield Parochial Church Council account 
Sort Code 20-33-83 A/C 43042057 with the 

reference ‘marmalade’ 
 

It’s very good! 
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ASH WEDNESDAY 

Ashes to Go  

 

 

 

 

 
This year we are unable to hold our traditional  
Ash Wednesday services in church,  but we will 
be providing ‘Ashes to Go’ packs, so that you 
can join in with the ashing from your homes at  
our  online service.   
Please can you let the Parish Office know if you 

would like to reserve a pack. 
 

 

 

 

Stewardship, Parish Giving Scheme, gifts 
and donations  

  

Very many thanks to all members of our church 
community who have helped us financially by registering 
for the Parish Giving Scheme, increasing contributions 
through the Parish Giving Scheme, sending cheques to 
the treasurers or making bank transfers into our parish 
bank accounts.   
These acts of generosity are really, really appreciated.  
 
Please visit our website for quick and tax efficient online 
ways of giving - 
https://ewelmebenefice.co.uk/coronavirus/ .  
 

You can also donate directly via on-line banking:  
Uley account:   
Barclays 20-33-83 A/C 43042057   
 

Dursley account:   
Lloyds 30-98-29 A/C 02391588   
Dursley PCC  
 
 

Visit us on Facebook:  Ewelme Benefice Family    
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