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THE EWELME BENEFICE —
Dursley, Uley, Owilpen and Nympsfield ”

Churches of St James,
St Giles, Holy Cross & St Bartholomew
Rector: Revd Juliet Jensen 01453 350810

Parish Office 01453 549280
www.ewelmebenefice.co.uk

Services for Sunday 25" October 2026
Last Sunday after Trinity

St Giles, Uley

10am Benefice Holy Communion
Revd lan Gardner

St James, Dursley

6.30pm  Choral Evensong
Canon Richard Morgan

Collect

Blessed Lord,

who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning:
help us so to hear them,

to read, mark, learn and inwardly digest them

that, through patience, and the comfort of your holy word,
we may embrace and for ever hold fast

the hope of everlasting life,

which you have given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ,
who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Amen

Reading: Leviticus 19: 1-2, 15-18

The Lord spoke to Moses, saying:

Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel and say to
them: You shall be holy, for | the Lord your God am holy.

You shall not render an unjust judgement; you shall not be
partial to the poor or defer to the great: with justice you shall
judge your neighbour. You shall not go around as a slanderer
among your people, and you shall not profit by the blood of
your neighbour: | am the Lord.

You shall not hate in your heart anyone of your kin; you shall
reprove your neighbour, or you will incur guilt yourself. You
shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against any of your
people, but you shall love your neighbour as yourself: | am the
Lord.

Psalm 1

Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked,
or take the path that sinners tread, or sit in the seat of scoffers;
but their delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law they
meditate day and night.

They are like trees planted by streams of water, which yield
their fruit in its season, and their leaves do not wither.

In all that they do, they prosper.

The wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the wind drives
away.

Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgement, nor
sinners in the congregation of the righteous; for the Lord
watches over the way of the righteous, but the way of the
wicked will perish.

Reading: 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8

You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our
coming to you was not in vain, but though we had
already suffered and been shamefully maltreated at
Philippi, as you know, we had courage in our God to
declare to you the gospel of God in spite of great
opposition. For our appeal does not spring from deceit
or impure motives or trickery, but just as we have been
approved by God to be entrusted with the message of
the gospel, even so we speak, not to please mortals,
but to please God who tests our hearts. As you know
and as God is our witness, we never came with words
of flattery or with a pretext for greed; nor did we seek
praise from mortals, whether from you or from others,
though we might have made demands as apostles of
Christ. But we were gentle among you, like a nurse
tenderly caring for her own children. So deeply do we
care for you that we are determined to share with you
not only the gospel of God but also our own selves,
because you have become very dear to us.

Holy Gospel: Matthew 22: 34-end

When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced
the Sadducees, they gathered together, and one of
them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him.
‘Teacher, which commandment in the law is the
greatest?’ He said to him, “You shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul,
and with all your mind.” This is the greatest and first
commandment. And a second is like it: “You shall
love your neighbour as yourself.” On these two
commandments hang all the law and the prophets.’
Now while the Pharisees were gathered together,
Jesus asked them this question: ‘What do you think
of the Messiah? Whose son is he?’ They said to him,
‘The son of David.’ He said to them, ‘How is it then
that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying,

“The Lord said to my Lord,

‘Sit at my right hand, until | put your enemies under
your feet™?

If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?’
No one was able to give him an answer, nor from
that day did anyone dare to ask him any more
questions.

Intercessions

We pray for those who are ill at this time or in other
forms of need, especially those we know. We
remember Bobbie, Bryan, Chris, Kerry, Henry, Fiona,
Olive, Keith, Albie, Carol, Sam, Jane, Marion, Charlie
and Rita. Be with them in their suffering, support and
comfort them and give them peace of mind in times of
trouble.

We pray for Beryl Luke recently departed, we
remember her family and friends and all those who
grieve.

Post Communion Prayer.

God of all grace,

your Son Jesus Christ fed the hungry

with the bread of his life

and the word of his kingdom:

renew your people with your heavenly grace,
and in all our weakness

sustain us by your true and living bread;
who is alive and reigns, now and for ever.
Amen


http://www.ewelmebenefice.co.uk/

Safeguarding Officers
Heather Arnold for the Parish of Dursley
07757 468371 Email: arnoldheather@icloud.com
Pat Jones for the Parish of Uley,
with Nympsfield and Owlpen
01453 860696 Email: patjones117@btinternet.com

This Week.
Wednesday 28" October
6pm Evening prayer via Zoom
Thursday 29" October
9am Morning prayer at St James
10am Holy Communion at St James
Saturday 315t October

10.30am Coffee, Cake and Music

Services for 1t November

All Saints Day
St Bartholomew’s, Nympsfield
10am Parish Holy Communion
St Giles, Uley
4pm All Souls Service of Remembering
St James the Great, Dursley
10am Parish Holy Communion
4pm All Souls Service of Remembering

Evening prayer via Zoom is at 6pm.to join please use this login

Meeting ID: 811 3331 8043 Passcode: 346570
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Alcomforting timeitohaveithe spaceito
ememberloved onesibeforelGodinithe quict

ofiasimple serviceanditobe strengthenediby,
the reassurance of Godislove and'suppor:t.

If you wish a loved one’s name to be read out at
either of the All Souls services of remembering
please let Clare know.

St James the Great, Dursley

Coffee, Cake and Music 2026
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There is no charge, but a retiring
collection will be taken, the proceeds of
which go to the work of
St James’ Church
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Saturday 21st November
10am-2pm
Craft stalls
* —
Gifts
P
Chocolati Tombola
Mulleg. Cider
Soup, Tea & Cake
peve 3
Raffle
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Church Stalls- Tombola,
W Water into Wine, Cakes,
Preserves, Raffle, Scones, §
Mulled Wine etc.
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Christmas|decorations, /Art, Knitted|ltems,
Fabric Creations, Flowers/& Wireaths,

RecyclediChristmas,;andimuch;imuchimore;
ShoppingiiocaliforiyouriuniquelChristmas

BIBLE STUDY COURSE

Some of the people who are recently confirmed would like to
do some more learning and so we have decided to do the
Bible Course which is produced by the Bible Society. They
were keen that this should be opened up to anyone else who
might want to do it too and give them a chance to meet and get
to know others in the church.

It looks like a really interesting course for people who are both

new to the Bible and those who know it well.

It will be held online via the Benefice Zoom link and will include
a 30min video presentation and a chance for some discussion,
or to simply listen to what others have to say!

Please could you contact me for zoom details.

The first four sessions will be on Tuesday evenings before
Christmas

3rd Nov 8-9pm

10th Nov 8-9pm

1st Dec 8-9pm

8th Dec 8-9pm

We will arrange the dates for the final four sessions when we
meet in November, but we are expecting these to be held in
January and February.

Here's a quote from a church that has run it:

We have people in our group who have been studying the
Bible for decades and others who are new to it, ... it's
accessible to everyone within the group.
ewelmeparishoffice@gmail.com

TYNDALE
BERRERRT
B CIETY

Music that comforts, calms, suggests hope whilst acknowledging
the tragedy of death - Charlotte Gardner, BBC

IS

7pm Saturday 14th Nove
St James’s Church, Dursl

Tickets £15

Full time students free

To Book
El [® Scan QR code

GODLY PLAY

I'm delighted that Alison Summerskill will be running
another Godly Play Taster Day in the Benefice on
Monday 23rd November 10-3pm (venue is a little
dependent upon numbers - so thc).

Godly Play UK — A Christian movement centered
on childhood spirituality

This is an opportunity to experience Godly Play for
yourself, explore the different resources and learn
about the different roles of Door Keeper and
Storyteller. Come along and explore without any
commitment expected. Godly Play is a powerful tool
for enabling children and adults to encounter God
as they engage with Scripture in an invitational way,
through Storytelling and Play. As a benefice we are
using this approach in education and worship —it’s
both fun and can be deeply moving. This
opportunity is being offered to people in the rest of
the Wotton Deanery too.

Please let me know if you'd like to attend.
ewelmeparishoffice @gmail.com

| delivered the harvest food collection from Dursley
Academy and both parishes to GARAS last Wednesday
afternoon. They were absolutely delighted as Thursday is
the day when they are open for their clients to collect
food and asked for me to pass on their heartfelt thanks.
They have an education pack on their website, in case
this is of interest

GARAS » Education Pack

Best wishes, Juliet.


https://www.godlyplay.uk/
https://www.godlyplay.uk/
mailto:ewelmeparishoffice@gmail.com
https://www.garas.org.uk/refugee-education-pack/

