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Uley Parish Council

Adam Biscoe | clerk@uleyparishcouncil.gov.uk

Parish Councillors

Melanie Paraskeva (Chair) m.paraskeva@uleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 07929 360221

Juliet Browne (Vice-Chair) j.browne@uleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 01453 860710

Jo Dee j.dee@uleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 01453 861566

Geoff Keen g.keen@uleyparishcouncil.gov.uk

Tracy Mason-Fayle t.mason-fayle@uleyparishcouncil.gov.uk

Tony Mills t.mills@uleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 07753 739636

Sean Sage s.sage@uleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 07484 302871

District Councillor

Martin Pearcy cllr.martin.pearcy@stroud.gov.uk

County Councillor

Wendy Thomas wendy.thomas@gloucestershire.gov.uk

Stroud District Council - Neighbourhood Warden

Andrew Beamish andrew.beamish@stroud.gov.uk 07834 419332

Volunteer Footpath Officer

Bill Bramley bramley@fastmail.fm 01453 861249

Police Community Support Officer

PCSO Tony Martin anthony.martin@gloucestershire.police.uk

Community Wellbeing

Email: communitywellbeing.stroud@nhs.net Tel: 0345 863 8323

Uley Parish Council Meetings

The Parish Council meets in the Village Hall on the first Wednesday of the month at 7:00pm. You 
are very welcome to attend. Details of the meetings can be found on the notice boards at either 
end of the village or on the Uley village website at:  www.uleyparishcouncil.gov.uk

The May edition of the Messenger is available to download from:
https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/parish-resources/communications/#messenger

Please note, articles submitted by individuals do not necessarily represent 
the views or policies of the Church and / or Parish Council.

 

The December edition of 
the 

download from: 

 

ULEY PARISH COUNCIL 
MR JOHN KAY, TEL: 07841 204404  E-MAIL: clerk@uleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

PARISH COUNCILLORS 

JONATHAN DEMBREY CHAIR 07801217230 

MELANIE PARASKEVA VICE-CHAIR 07929360221 

JO DEE  01453 861566 

JANET WOOD  01453 860236 

MIKE GRIFFITHS  01453 860463 

JULIET BROWNE  01453 860710 

TIM MARTIN  07772268473 

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR 

JIM DEWEY cllr.jim.dewey@stroud.gov.uk 01453 860795 

COUNTY COUNCILLOR 

LORAINE PATRICK loraine.patrick@gloucestershire.gov.uk 01453 546995 

COMMUNITY WELL-BEING AGENT 

AMBER WALTERS clare.lukes@independencetrust.co.uk 07817866354 

Other Information 
The Parish Council normally meets in the Village Hall on the first Wednesday of 
the month at 7:00pm, however for the foreseeable future Council meetings are 
being held online using “Zoom”.  You are very welcome to attend online. Details 
of the meetings can be found on the notice boards at either end of the village or 
on the Uley village website at: www.uleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 
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Uley Parish Council
Annual Meeting
Everyone is warmly invited to the Annual 
Meeting of the Parish Council. Residents 
are invited to provide feedback to the 
Council on any matter they choose. This 
year the Annual Meeting will be held 
on Thursday 15th May at 6.15pm in the 
Village Hall. 

Peter Belk (Natural Flood Management 
Partnership Officer at Gloucestershire 
County Council) will give a talk on 
flood management – a topic which is 
particularly important in the Uley Valley. 
Wine and fruit juice will be available.

Playground Maintenance: Monday 28th 
and Tuesday 29th of April
Please note sections of the playground 
will be cordoned off for two days after the 
School Easter holidays for maintenance 
works. The work is scheduled to occur on 
Monday 28th and Tuesday 29th of April, 

UPC’s Footpath Officer, Bill Bramley 
reminds us that as Spring has spung so 
has the steady growth of vegetation on 
the path edges. So, please remember to 
take your secateurs on your walks in the 
coming months.

Bonfires
It’s been noted that there have been a 
few bonfires recently in the Valley. Stroud 
District Council (https://www.stroud.gov.
uk/environment/environmental-health/
pollution-and-nuisance/smoke-and-
bonfires/smoke-control/) notes that 

bonfires often cause a nuisance to 
neighbours from smoke, smell or dirt. 
SDC lists the following guidelines:
•	 Only ever burn dry material
•	 Never burn household rubbish or 

anything with plastic, foam, paint, or 
rubber in it

•	 Never use old engine oil, methylated 
spirits, diesel or petrol to light or 
encourage a fire. Not only does this 
make smoke, it is also very dangerous

•	 Avoid lighting fires in unsuitable 
weather conditions such as damp, still 
days

•	 Avoid times when the wind will blow 
smoke over roads or into neighbour’s 
gardens

•	 Avoid burning when people want to 
enjoy their gardens such as at weekends 
or Bank Holidays

•	 Air Pollution is described using ten 
index points, between LOW and VERY 
HIGH. Avoid burning when air pollution 
in the area is anything other than Low. 
You can check this at the DEFRA Air 
Information Resource at https://uk-air.
defra.gov.uk/ which provides daily 
forecast levels of air pollution

•	 Never leave a fire unattended or leave it 
to smoulder

•	 Bear in mind the law of statutory 
nuisance mentioned above; regular 
smoky bonfires - or even a single one 
which is very polluting - could be 
regarded as a statutory nuisance and 
result in a legal notice being served on 
you by the Council

https://www.stroud.gov.uk/environment/environmental-health/pollution-and-nuisance/smoke-and-bonfires/smoke-control/
https://www.stroud.gov.uk/environment/environmental-health/pollution-and-nuisance/smoke-and-bonfires/smoke-control/
https://www.stroud.gov.uk/environment/environmental-health/pollution-and-nuisance/smoke-and-bonfires/smoke-control/
https://www.stroud.gov.uk/environment/environmental-health/pollution-and-nuisance/smoke-and-bonfires/smoke-control/
https://uk-air.defra.gov.uk/
https://uk-air.defra.gov.uk/
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Church News

will train to become Godly Play 
Practitioners, both from the churches 
and schools in the local area. We are 
hopeful that we can become a Godly 
Play hub that will help to resource 
this. Check out https://www.godlyplay.
uk for more information.

Later today the school will be 
attending their service before 
the Easter break. This is always a 
very joyful time, with some very 
catchy tunes, attended by everyone 
connected with the children. A fitting 
way to start the Easter holidays. 

We wish everyone a joyful Easter

NOTICE  OF  AGM
 

The Annual General Meeting of

ULEY MILLENNIUM 
GREEN LTD

will be held on the 
Millennium Green on 

Monday 2nd June 
 at 7.00pm

Or the following Monday, if wet.
All are very welcome – 

please bring a seat!

It’s been an absolute pleasure to 
welcome the children and staff 
from Uley School to the church 
on a few occasions recently. The 
first time was when they attended 
Experience Easter. This gave them 
the opportunity to re-enact Jesus’ 
last days during the Easter season. 
Everyone participated enthusiatically, 
and it was a most rewarding session.

Another event that we are very 
excited about is called Godly Play, 
which is a tried and tested approach 
to developing spirituality and 
curiosity about matters of faith. It 
was developed for children but many 
adults also find it a helpful way of 
making connections between the 
Christian tradition and life. We are 
investing in this approach in  Uley, 
Owlpen and Nympsfield and are 
hopeful that there are people who 

https://www.godlyplay.uk
https://www.godlyplay.uk
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St Giles ChurchSt Giles Church
presents

Music for a Music for a 
Sunday AfternoonSunday Afternoon

featuring

Thornbury Clarinet ChoirThornbury Clarinet Choir
Sunday 18th May at 3pmSunday 18th May at 3pm

A free, short, informal concert in the 
church followed by tea & cake. 

Donations welcome for Church Funds.

Years Mind
Derek Heaney, Tessa Watts, Alan 
Bartlett, Mervyn Tilling, May Neville, 
Diane Rule, Eric Lockier, Gerald 
Thomas, Nancy Shipton, Rosemary 
Stokes, Margaret Robins, Graeme 
Bone, Effie Duffett, Enid Holloway, 
Olive Sharland, Audrey Booth, Wenda 
Elliott, Alfred Rymer, Bettina Mack, 
Sarah Lunt, Doreen Gawlik, Pat 
Jackson, Alan Wootton, Ray Barnfield, 
David Gazzard, Philip Heaney and 
Jack Morgan.

Weddings at Holy Cross, Owlpen
5th April Tom Armitage & Ruth 
Bahissi-Mapangou
16th April Simon Russell & Emily 
Goodall

Wedding Blessing at Holy Cross
12th April Luke Cador & Emily Wood

Wedding at St Bartholomew’s
9th April Tom Lindsey & Mollie 
Marshall

Banns to be read in May
Jared Bentsi-Enchill & Sophie-Marie 
Neal
Jake Edwards & Bethan Notley-Jones

Baptisms at St Giles, Uley
18th May Xanthe Thea Fitzgerald

From the Church Parish Register for May 2025
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2pm - on the day registration
2:30pm -  start of games 

£45 per team of 7- 9 players (advance)
£7 per person (on the day)

Cakes, snacks, tea and coffee.
Beer, wine and soft drinks.
Come along to play or support the teams 
and enjoy a fun summer afternoon.

Please leave your payment envelope with the captain’s name and phone number in 
the Village Shop. If you don’t have a full team we can match you up on the day.

5th  July on the Millenium Green

ROUNDERS TOURNAMENT 
AND SOCIAL

ROUNDERS TOURNAMENT 
AND SOCIAL

If you have any queries please contact friendsofstgilesuley@outlook.com

UULLEEYY  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  SSTTOORREESS  
NNEEEEDDSS  YYOOUU!!  

 

SSEECCRREETTAARRYY  

After serving as Secretary for over 7 years, 
Joanna Hordern Curzon has decided to step 

down from her vital role of taking & preparing 
the minutes for the shop management 

committee. 

This is an interesting position for anyone 
wanting to have an opportunity to be part of 
the decision making for the shop. Think about 

it – could you take her place? 

BBOOOOKKKKEEEEPPEERR 

We are still looking for a bookkeeper for the 
village shop.   Knowledge of Sage/Quickbooks 
is required for this vacancy which takes about 

8 hours a month.  Do you have the 
experience?  

Again, please consider this  – full support 
given. 

 

IIff  yyoouu  aarree  iinntteerreesstteedd  oorr  wwoouulldd  jjuusstt  lliikkee  ttoo  ffiinndd  oouutt  mmoorree  aabboouutt  eeiitthheerr  ooff  tthheessee                            
vvoolluunntteeeerr  rroolleess,,  pplleeaassee  ccoonnttaacctt  AAnnggeellaa  HHaaddddrreellll  oonn  0077990000  5555  2222  9977  oorr  eemmaaiill  

aaccccoouunnttss@@uulleeyyccoommmmuunniittyyssttoorreess..ccoo..uukk..      

mailto:friendsofstgilesuley%40outlook.com?subject=
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There was a slight error in the payment details given in the fundraising leaflet 
which came out with last month’s Village News, the correct details are:

Sort code - 60-83-01, 
A/C Number - 20438432
A/C Name - Uley Playing Field RCN 301642
Reference - VE Day Appeal

You can also donate online at justgiving.com/campaign/upfvedayappeal

It is a great honour to become the 
Chairman of the Uley Playing Field Trust. 
For those of you who do not know me, 
I was born and bred in the village and I 
have represented Uley Football Club as a 
player for over 25 years and as Chairman 
for 5 years.

My aim as Chairman is to make sure that 
the excellent work of the previous Chair is 
continued and that our local sports clubs 
have a facility they can call home.

Please come to the VE Day Event on 
5th May. It will reflect the enjoyment 
the field has given to residents since its 
purchase 80 years ago and celebrate their 
generosity. It would be lovely to see as 
many people as possible supporting the 
event in true Uley style. 

Thank you to all those who have given 
generously to our VE Day Appeal 
which aims to provide much needed 
funds to replace and properly maintain 

Uley Playing Field and Pavilion
the the Memorial trees, install new 
commemorative plaques, and buy 
specific items for the playing field and 
pavilion. It is not too late to make a 
donation so we can reach our target.

Please also consider hiring the facility. This 
helps to generate much needed income 
for the general upkeep of the pavilion 
and playing field which is an absolutely 
beautiful setting for a family event.

Finally, we are looking to appoint a 
Fund-Raising Officer to join our fantastic 
committee. The role will be to boost 
our annual income for ongoing general 
maintenance and to help with the 
organisation of events. If interested, please 
give me a call.

Kind regards

James Stennett
07976782154

http://justgiving.com/campaign/upfvedayappeal
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Church Letter
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Coaley and Uley Climate Action 
Network are holding a

REPAIR CAFE
On Sunday 11th May 2025

  from 2 - 4pm

at Coaley Village Hall

This time:

General repairs, Textile repairs, 
Simple spectacle & watch repairs, 

Tool sharpening

Bring along your items for repair, for 
help, suggestions and guidance in 

making them sound again

Also:   

Tea and Cakes

Look out for further information on 
posters and fliers

All welcome!

Uley Youth Productions
Our March performance was perhaps the 
most entertaining whodunnit Uley has 
seen! Our troop of young people sang, 
danced and acted brilliantly for a packed 
village hall – the biggest audience yet, we 
believe. We are sure everyone had a great 
evening with not only a great show but 
some yummy homemade cakes, teas & 
coffees and a spectacular raffle.

We are so grateful for all the support we 
consistently receive from our community. 
This includes raffle prizes from The Vestry 
Cafe, Rasa’s Health and Beauty and Uley 
Community Stores among many others 
and including generous cash donations. 

We appreciate the time and energy from 
numerous locals including Maurice Ball 
for hosting; Vicky Coffey for back-stage 
logistics; David Lungley, Alexander Taylor 
and Norman Leete on sound and music; 
Joan Heaney, our lovely chaperone and 
many others who help with costumes, 
props and general support.

And big thanks to all our talented 
members who not only perform but 
come up with their own choreography, 
plots and scripts and stage design.

See you at our next show,

Amanda, Philippa, Christine, 
Rubina and Inaya
PS New members are very welcome to 
join us – come along for a free taster 
session! Call Amanda on 07773 793825 or 
email Uley_Youth_Prod@outlook.com
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Uley Community Stores & Post Office Diary

The grants for this years’ Uley Community 
Spirit have been awarded to:
Friends of Uley School - books. 
Uley Owlpen & Nympsfield PCC - 
Summer Holiday Club craft materials. 
Uley Owlpen & Nympsfield PCC – 
contribution to help with the cost of 
repairing stabilising the Churchyard 
roadside wall.

As Easter was late this year, (not 
happened as  write!) the winner of the 
large Easter egg raffle will be announced 
in next month’s Village News. 

Hopefully we have had some spring 
sunshine to show off the lovely flowers 
and plants for sale to cheer us up. 
Donations of your fruit and vegetables a 
real treat, always welcome.

Holiday season under way, Euros in stock, 
all other currencies can be ordered thru 
the Post office or on line.

If you have a suggestion for any new 
items you’d like stocked please let us 
know.

There are two Bank Holidays to look 
forward to. I think a lot of us will be at the 
Pavilion for a very exciting afternoon to 
celebrate and remember VE Day.

VE Day - Monday May 5th: Shop open 
9am - 12pm, Post Office closed.
Monday May 26th: Shop open 9am - 
12pm, Post Office closed.

Pami Davis

Tel Shop: 861592  |  Tel Post Office: 860203 (Ailsa, Sadie and Angela)
www.uleycommunitystores.co.uk  |  Run by Volunteers  

Uley Sport
Uley Cricket Club play their home games at the Uley Playing Field on Saturday 
afternoons from the start of May until the end of August. Spectators are always 
welcome to come along and support. Our home games this month are:
10th May - Frampton on Severn CC
17th May - Frocester CC
31st May - Upton St Leonards CC

Our next fundraising event is Uley CC vs Frocester CC on 17th May. 
Come and join us for great food, local beers and hopefully a beautiful afternoon in the 
sun. Match starts 1pm at Uley Playing Field. Tea and Coffee available. Well stocked bar 
including Uley Ales. BBQ from 5pm. 

http://www.uleycommunitystores.co.uk
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I can’t believe I’m well into my second 
year with these notes.. I’m sure time is 
speeding up!

Successional Sowing
I confess this is something I aspire to but 
have yet to nail.  Good intentions are there 
in spades but often fall by the wayside as 
the rest of the garden jobs compete for 
attention. Wherever you do your sowing, 
have a calendar. Charles Dowding (the 
no-dig guru) has a brilliant one with 
optimal sowing dates for particular crops 
but sometimes this can be intimidating. 
An alternative could be printing out a 
blank calendar monthly and fill in when 
and what you sow in one colour and have 
a different colour for the next sowing 
date in two weeks time and so on.  Add a 
reminder on your phone if thats how you 
like to work.

Paeonias - Three types to consider for a 
long flowering season
These are long lived garden plants for well 
drained soil in sun.  Don’t bury the crown 
or this will result in few or no blooms.  
Most commonly planted are the 
Herbaceous paeonia - these die back 
every winter and return with fresh new 
growth every year.  The flowers are 
stunning but have a relatively short 
flowering time in May/June.  Favourites 
of mine are Sarah Bernhardt (pink) and 
Duchesse de Nemours (white). They 
usually require support for the heavy 
flower heads. More of an investment are 
Tree Paeonia - these grow to be small 
shrubs, retaining their woody structure 

through winter.  Totally hardy and not 
requiring pruning they respond with 
glorious flowers from April to late May.
I have ‘Godaishu’ (white) and ‘Shimadaijin 
(red).  Every year I wait with bated breath 
for their flowers. Newer to the scene 
and not yet so readily available are 
Intersectional Paeonias These are a 
cross between the herbaceous and tree 
paeonias resulting in a woody mounding 
shrub that loses its leaves in winter and 
will only need pruning back to a swelling 
bud in Spring.  They are long flowering 
(up to three weeks) and occasionally can 
produce some flowers in the late summer.  
They seem to be best of both worlds, 
being adaptable and resilient, with new 
colours coming to the market every year.  
I have yet to try them myself - I’d have to 
dig something else up!

Since all these varieties will last in your 
garden a long time, its worth buying from 
specialist producers with tried and tested 
varieties.

As always, watch for pesky munchers - 
aphids (wash off with water) and slugs 
(try garlic spray, beer traps or yeast traps 
which I’m trialling this year as cheaper 
than beer and it doesn’t matter if it rains.  
https://forum.charlesdowding.co.uk/
community/topic/slug-snail-trap-using-
bakers-yeast/

Have a fabulous May - how could you not!

Caroline @awalledgarden

Garden Notes for May

https://forum.charlesdowding.co.uk/community/topic/slug-snail-trap-using-bakers-yeast/
https://forum.charlesdowding.co.uk/community/topic/slug-snail-trap-using-bakers-yeast/
https://forum.charlesdowding.co.uk/community/topic/slug-snail-trap-using-bakers-yeast/
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 Uley WI Diary – April 2025   
 

For more information on Uley WI please contact our email address: 
secretary.uleywi@gmail.com. You can also follow us on Facebook at ‘Uley WI’. 

This month our WI enjoyed a talk 
by Martin Hudson entitled 
“Around the World in 23 Days”. 
Martin was a GP who shared tales 
from a whirlwind world tour where 
he acted as the doctor on hand for 
the needs of the 200 or so 
travellers on the trip. There were 
some great stories told. 
 

 
 
We have plenty to look forward to 
in the coming months including 
celebrating VE Day on Monday 5th 
May at the cricket pavilion where 
the WI will be selling cakes, jams  
and savouries. Please bring cash!  

We will also continue our ‘supper 
club’ events, which are a great way 
to get to know each other. We have 
trips planned in June to the theatre 
and also a canal boat trip near 
Lechlade and visit to Kelmscott 
Manor.  In July we are embarking 
on an all-day Sunday coach trip to 
Highclere Castle. The coming 
summer will also allow a lot more 
countryside walks including coffee, 
cake and ice cream stops aplenty! 
 
Linda Walters hosted a fabulous 
coffee morning where Gail’s vegan 
apple cake went down very well.  
 

 
 
Please get in touch if you would 
like to get involved with this 
wonderful group of women. 
Ruth Littlehales 



15

There are lots of guided local walks with the Cotswold Voluntary Wardens happening 
each month. Some of the upcoming local walks are:

“A stroll in the woods” Wander in woodland in Cirencester Park
Tuesday 13th April 2025 | Start: 10:00am at 2 New Cottages, Sapperton, 

Cirencester, GL7 6LQ | Distance - 5.5 miles / 8.85 km | Difficulty - Moderate

Miserden, Frome Valley and Edgeworth
Tuesday 20th May 2025 | Start: 9:30am at Bus stop opposite the Carpenter’s Arms, 

Miserden, GL6 7JA | Distance - 5.5 miles / 8.85 km | Difficulty - Moderate

The Laurie Lee Way
Tuesday 28th May 2025 | Start: 10:00am at Bulls Cross, on the B4070, South of Fostons 

Ash, North of Slad | Distance - 5.5 miles / 8.85 km | Difficulty - Strenuous

More information can be obtained for wardens’ walks throughout the Cotswolds from 
the website below. Walks are graded by difficulty and sorted by location. 

https://www.cotswolds-nl.org.uk/exploring/guided-routes/

Cotswold Warden Guided Walks

Woodchester Mansion
Thursday 26 June at 6.30pm

Tickets: £16.00

Online booking available at www.
tickettailor.com/events/thefestivalplayers

Box Office Tel:  01209 312505 
(open Monday – Friday, 10am-3pm)

Enquiries telephone Festival Players on: 
07880 934805

        
Outdoor performance. Gates open from 

5.30pm for picnics. Please bring your own 
chairs, rugs and cushions. 

Shuttle minibus will be available from 
5.30pm

https://www.cotswolds-nl.org.uk/exploring/guided-routes/
http://www.tickettailor.com/events/thefestivalplayers
http://www.tickettailor.com/events/thefestivalplayers
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Start 2025 with an exercise class that will keep 
you fit and make you smile!

Dancercise is an easy-to-follow lively dance 
exercise class for most abilities including total 
beginners. Improve your general fitness and 
wellbeing and have fun in this sociable class.

Come and try a free taster session (dip in and out if 
you like.)

Wednesdays at Uley Village Hall starting February 13th
9.30 - 9.50am 		  Optional relax and stretch	 £10 for both sessions 
10.00 - 10.45am		 Dancercise Class        		  £8 for class only 

Contact Tricia on 07400433536 or email triciadunbar2@gmail.com
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mattsummersfurniture
hand-built fitted & 

freestanding 
furniture

contemporary or 
traditional design

hardwood or softwood

contact Matt to discuss your ideas

t:01453 861623 m:07879 638927

visit mattsummersfurniture.co.uk 
for more information

Family run business serving Marshfield ice 
cream on our beautiful vintage bike.  

Looking for something different that would 
delight your guest and add a touch of joy to 

your big day.  

Available for parties, fetes, weddings  

and events.  

 

For availability and  

bookings please email 

 valleyscoopsuk@gmail.com  
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Over 18 years experience 
Based in Dursley

www.rasashealthandbeauty.co.uk
07891 769017

Massage, facial, pedicure, 

manicure, waxing and tinting
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