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Dear friends 

 

I have found myself saying ‘in these uncertain times’ quite a lot over the 

past months and as I write this that phrase still seems appropriate.  At the 

time of writing we have been told that all restrictions will be lifted on 19th 

July but to be honest, we’re trying to understand exactly what that will mean 

for us.  The Church of England has just updated its guidance to say, in effect, 

that the incumbent must decide how things are managed in their own church 

communities!  I am consulting with Churchwardens and colleagues and by the 

time you read this I hope that things will be a bit clearer.  Of course we are 

hoping to sing again; to be able to worship without our face masks and even 

perhaps to be able to have a cup of coffee together after our services, but 

there is still a strong sense that these are uncertain times.  There are 

questions about how we will feel about dispensing with our masks, about singing 

inside a building, about stopping social distancing.  We recognise that there is 

still, and will continue to be, a sense of caution; of moving forward carefully 

and sensitively.  Things will not just return to how they used to be; that time 

has gone; it has been changed by Covid just as we have each been changed. 

 

On the first Sunday of July we were encouraged to observe the national 

‘Thank You Day’; a day on which to pause and to reflect on all those who have 

made a difference to our lives during this time of pandemic and to say ‘thank 

you’.  Our bishops reminded us of the words from St Pauls’ first letter to the 

Thessalonians; ‘…in everything give thanks, for this is the will of God for you in 

Christ Jesus…’ (1 Thessalonians 5:18)  At the same time we were being 

reminded that saying ‘thank you’ didn’t mean that Covid had gone away and that 

the pandemic was over.  We were made very aware of that just a few days 
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later when our daughter rang to tell us that she had tested positive for Covid 

and was isolating at home, that she had symptoms and wasn’t feeling too well.  

Anna is a primary school teacher in Yorkshire, several of the children in her 

class had tested positive and their whole ‘bubble’ had been sent home.  

Thankfully Anna, in the under 30’s category so having only just had her first 

vaccination, is now feeling much better and was reunited with her class before 

they broke up for the holidays.  This was for us a very strong and worrying 

reminder that Covid has not gone away and that we still live in uncertain times. 

 

I also write this during the week after ‘that football match’ and had hoped 

that I would be able to conclude by reflecting on the joy of winning and the 

impact on the national mood after such a significant victory.  Nothing is 

certain of course, especially where penalty shoot-outs are concerned, but the 

journey that young team has taken us on has been inspiring as well as nail-

biting at times!  We are rightly proud of all that they have achieved and of 

course sickened and appalled by the abuse that some of the players have 

received.  There were many tweets on social media in support of the team and 

especially those who took the penalties, but I was particularly moved by a 

letter written by a class of 9 and 10 year olds who wrote, ‘even though you 

missed, it still means the world to us that you tried.  Thank you for inspiring so 

many people and showing us that we don’t need to be perfect.  You have 

worked so hard to achieve your dreams and you have shown us that we can 

achieve ours.  Don’t ever give up.  You make us want to try harder’.  Inspiring 

words for these uncertain times. 

 

With my prayers and best wishes 

 

Canon Michael 

  

Prayer Group... 

The Prayer Group has moved back  
into the Omega Rooms at St Mark’s  

at 2.30pm  
on the first Wednesday of the 

month. 

 

The next one will be 4th August 2021. 
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Church News from Canon Michael 
 

Ewelme Benefice services for August 2021 
 

Sunday 1st August - 9th after Trinity 
St Giles 10.00am Holiday Project service 
St James 10.00am Parish Holy Communion 
 

Sunday 8th August - 10th after Trinity 
St Giles 10.00am Parish Holy Communion 
St James 10.00am Parish Holy Communion 

 

Sunday 15th August - Blessed Virgin Mary 
St James   8.00am Holy Communion 
St Giles 10.00am Parish Holy Communion 
St Mark’s 10.30am Service of the Word 
 

Sunday 22nd August - 12th after Trinity/St Bartholomew’s 
Patronal 

St Bartholomew 10.00am Parish Holy Communion 
St James 10.00am Parish Holy Communion 
 

Sunday 29th August - 13th after Trinity (Climate Sunday) 
St James 10.00am Benefice Holy Communion for Climate 

Sunday with guest preacher 
Holy Cross   6.00pm BCP Evensong 

************************************ 

RIDE AND STRIDE……Once again, Gloucestershire Historic Churches 

Trust (GHCT) is hoping that we shall support the Ride + Stride event this 
year. The Trust is celebrating 40 years of helping historic churches – our 
national and living heritage. Their aim is to raise £40,000 this year - 
£1,000 for each year of its history. Since their founding in 1981 GHCT 
has given over £2 million pounds to support the restoration of churches 
in Gloucestershire and North Bristol. Here at St. James, we received 
£9,000.00 to support our tower restoration a few years ago. A further 
£4,500.00 is earmarked once work commences on our wall monuments, 
so this is a most worthy cause to support. 
 

As usual, half the money collected by individuals during Ride + Stride is 
passed to a church of their choice, so GHCT and local churches gain. 

Last year, despite Covid restrictions over £30,000.00 was raised for our 
churches. In 2019/2020, the Trust awarded grants of over £150,000.00 
each year for renovation and improvement works in our churches. 
If you intend to participate in Ride + Stride on 11th September, I have 
the necessary sponsorship forms.  I hope as many as possible will 
support GHCT in this, their anniversary year, either by taking part in the 
event or by sponsorship.                                              Austin Meares 
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Eco Church News 
 

August 29th will be Climate Sunday for our Benefice, so … what 
is Climate Sunday? 

  
The Climate Sunday initiative is 
organised by the Churches Together 

in Britain and Ireland’s Environmental 

Issues Network (EIN), which gathers 
the environmental ‘leads ’of the major 

denominations, some Christian orders, and the 
Christian environmental and relief and 
development agencies such as Christian Aid, 

Tearfund, A Rocha UK and many more. They 
are calling on all local churches across Great 
Britain & Ireland to hold a climate-focused service 

before COP26 (the United Nations 26th Climate Change 
Conference to be held in Glasgow in November 2021). So far 

over 1,000 churches have joined in, and the Benefice 
Eucharist at 10.00 am on Sunday 29th August in St James’ 

church will be on this theme. 
The vision is to leave a lasting legacy of thousands of churches better 
equipped to address this critical issue as part of their discipleship and 
mission (the fifth of the Anglican Communion’s Five Marks of Mission is 

“to strive to safeguard the integrity of creation, and sustain and renew 
the life of the earth”) and to make a significant contribution to civil 
society efforts to secure adequate national and international action at 
COP26. Churches are being urged to reduce their own carbon emissions 
(as we are by participating in Eco Church), and to sign, as a church and 
as individuals, the Climate Coalition’s declaration, ‘The Time is Now’ 
(read the text at thetimeisnow.uk), which will be presented to UK 
Government at a National Climate Sunday Service in Glasgow on Sunday 
5th September 2021.  
Our Climate Sunday will be part of a Climate Weekend, led by Dr Ian 
Beavis, an expert on plants and wildlife, who will be giving a talk on 

Saturday 28th August (look out for more details in the pew sheet and on 
the website), and who will preach in St James on the Sunday. 
What is the link between climate and nature, and why should 
Christians care? by Andy Atkins, CEO of A Rocha UK, (abridged, to 
read the article in full, please go to climatesunday.org) 

Climate and nature have long been treated as completely separate 
issues yet there is a clear link between the changing climate and the 
huge loss of biodiversity and species. Churches have a calling to be 

http://thetimeisnow.uk/
http://climatesunday.org/
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concerned with both people and the wider environment - wild nature, 
habitats, ‘natural systems ’which sustain us. First, because Christians 

have a mandate to protect Creation, and environmental degradation flies 

in the face of that responsibility. Second, because human-caused climate 
disruption affects the most poor and vulnerable globally - it’s a justice 

issue. 

The UK government, which will host the critical UN climate negotiations 
in Glasgow this November, has chosen ‘nature-based solutions ’as one of 

its five priorities  ….  scientists and economists are realising that 
restoring certain types of nature could provide a major component of 
national and international strategies to combat climate change. Activities 
like restoring wetlands, forests, grasslands, underwater kelp forests, as 
well as changing farming and fishing practices, could all make a major 
contribution to ‘sequestering ’carbon – extracting it from the atmosphere 

and locking it safely away. 

The Church - denominations and local churches - has a role to play in 
rolling out ‘nature based solutions’.  For example, it owns a significant 

area of land in the UK. Managed in the right way, this could make an 
important contribution to nature recovery and addressing climate 
change, with thousands of local churches and their churchyards plus 
major farm and urban estates run as investments, all playing their part. 

This is an exciting opportunity for the Church. For humanity to survive in 
the long term we need to address both the climate and biodiversity loss 
emergencies. Identifying and supporting  ‘win-wins  ’which work for both, 

whether in the church yard or at the national and global scale, obviously 

makes sense. In addition, it may help to engage more Christians in 
action on climate change to approach it through the lens of nature - 
which is much more tangible and visible right there in our garden, local 
park or churchyard. 

However, one note of caution is due: we must avoid the existence and 
attraction of nature based solutions becoming an excuse for avoiding 
necessary action …… In April the International Energy Association 
reported that the world now needed to cut greenhouse gas emissions by 
45% in the next decade, to keep to the 2015 Paris Accord’s aim to avoid 

more than a 1.5 degree temperature rise above the pre-industrial 

average. Burning fossil fuel is still the greatest single source of 
greenhouse gas emissions.  

So, as exciting and helpful as nature based solutions to absorbing 
carbon are, it must remain the overriding priority …… to get our 
economies off fossil fuels and on to renewable energy, whilst also getting 
these nature based solutions underway. 
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MUSIC NOTES 

 

August 2021 
 

This would normally be the month in which 
the choir would take a well-deserved rest, 
but since March 2020 we have all been 
“resting” with an occasional appearance as 
part of the Sunday morning octet. To say it 

has been a strange experience would be to 
put it mildly! However, it seems that we might be “back in business” in 
September and, all being well, will adopt our usual pattern of the Friday 
rehearsal (7.30 – 8.45pm) in the Choir Room in the Parish Centre to 
prepare for the Sunday 10.00am Sung Eucharist (preceded by a 
rehearsal at 9.30am). Our pattern of two Choral Evensongs / or other 
services each month will also resume. 
 
So if anyone is interested in joining us please come to the Choir Room 
on Friday 3rd September for 7.30pm and preview what we do. You will 
be assured of a warm welcome. 
 
I think it was in May  2000 that I went to hear a talk on Hymn Tunes 

given by Valerie Ruddle at the United Reform Church in Thornbury. It 
proved to be a fascinating evening as Valerie was fascinated by the way 
in which hymn tunes were often named after places, and over a long 
period of time she journeyed to many places in the UK to see what 
connected the place to the tune. Her findings were produced in booklets 
for the areas she covered and I was fortunate to pick up a copy of “A 
Journey with Tunes Part 6 Bristol, Bath and Beyond”.  
 
I have always been interested in hymnody, and as a choirboy was 
intrigued by hymn tune names. Why “Wiltshire”? (“Through all the 
Changing Scenes of Life”). Why “Nicea”? (“Holy holy holy)  etc Recently 

discovering my copy of  A Journey with Tunes Part 6,  I found Valerie's 
address and wrote to ask if by any chance she had covered Wales in her 
discovery of the sources of hymn tunes.  I was delighted to receive a 
reply (she was at the same address and now in her late 80's) saying that 
she had not explored as far west as Wales, but through our contact I 
was able to pick up copies of her other hymn tune booklets, and, like 
Part 6, they make fascinating reading. 
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Valerie has worked tirelessly for the Methodist Hymn Society, and to this 
day runs the music at The Drive Methodist Church in Sevenoaks. A 
graduate of the Royal College of Music, she combined her church work 

with school music teaching, and has at least two published hymn tunes. 
 
The nearest hymn tune discovery to Dursley is, of course, “Thornbury 
“(which I mentioned last month). However, there are at least three 
“local” hymn tune names listed in the booklet including “Haresfield”. 
Valerie explains that the village got its name from the (appalling) 
ancient custom of hunting hares on Boxing Day. 
 
The tune “Haresfield” was first found in the Hymns for Church and 
School (1964) and was included in the Ancient and Modern supplement 
“More Hymns for Today” (1980). It's quite an easy tune to learn and 

doesn't do anything unpredictable! 
 
The composer was John Dykes Bower. (the “Dykes” comes from his 
distant relative The Rev'd  John Bacchus Dykes who wrote many well-
known tunes like“The King of Love my Shepherd is”, “Holy Holy Holy”,  
“Eternal Father strong to save”,  etc)) His parents married at Tewkesbury 
Abbey in 1898. His father, Dr Ernest Dykes Bower, was an eye surgeon 
and keen amateur musician, and his mother was the daughter of the 
Archdeacon of Gloucester. The bride's brother conducted the ceremony 
as he was the vicar of Tewkesbury, and the Gloucester Journal 
proclaimed it to be the first wedding at the abbey for many years where 

“the singing left nothing to be desired”. 
 
Born in 1905 John was the youngest of three sons and was educated at 
Cheltenham College during which time he had lessons from Herbert 
Brewer at Gloucester Cathedral. He became an Organ Scholar at Corpus 
Christi College Cambridge where he read Music and Classics.  His whole 
musical career was centred on cathedral music with posts at Truro, New 
College Oxford and Durham before moving to St Paul's Cathedral in 
1936 from where he retired in 1969.  
 
 I encountered Sir John Dykes Bower, CVO (as he became) in 1972 when 

I took the Associate diploma of the Royal College of Organists (for which 
organisation he was Secretary). He was to give the aural tests which 
consisted of  dictation; he played, and you wrote what you think you 
heard! He seemed extremely old when he huffed and puffed his way up 
four flights of stairs and slammed his walking stick on top of the grand 
piano. A few mumbled words of instruction and we were off.  
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Playing “tests”on the piano is not easy, as you have to make sure you 
play exactly the same for each repetition. Sadly the aged Sir John was 
rather lacking  in rhythmic accuracy on that occasion  (as noted by the 

other candidates in our discussions afterwards!) and I wonder how the 
variety of answers were marked, as a fail in this area meant a fail for the 
six hour paperwork part of the examination. I was intrigued to learn that 
following his death in 1981, he was eulogised as "an austere 
perfectionist with a strong feeling for the big occasion." Perhaps the RCO 
examinations were not a big enough occasion for perfection; they 
certainly were a big occasion for we who were sitting them!  

Nigel Davies 
 

Church Wall Monuments – Good News!............ From Austin Meares 
 

At long last, there is light at the 
end of the tunnel to repair the 
seven memorials considered most 
at risk at St. James Church. For 
too long, parts of our church have 
been cordoned off for Health and 
Safety considerations – a situation 
prolonged and aggravated by the 
Covid Pandemic. The Conservator, 
McNeilage Conservation of Exeter 
(recommended by the church's 

architect) plans to make a start on 
restoring the monuments on 10th 
January 2022, which is the earliest 
date suitable to both parties. We 
are in possession of a Faculty 
permitting the work to go ahead. 
 
Costs to restore the seven 
monuments amount to 
£12,650.00. The P.C.C. has 
allocated £6,000.00 from the 

Fabric account towards this 
venture and Gloucestershire 
Historic Churches Trust have 

agreed a grant of £4,500.00 once the work commences. Further funding 
is expected from St Andrew's Conservation Trust once the project is 
finished. While the work is in progress, there is bound to be some 
disruption but hopefully this can be kept to a minimum. 



12 

From Canon Richard Morgan…….Here's a hymn meditating on the 
meanings of baptism. We tend to think of baptism just as the beginning 
of the Christian life, but it is also a summary of the whole gospel and 

Christian life. 

The word 'baptism' just means dipping or dunking. Of course the action 
of baptism is both going under the water and coming back up from it. 

Baptism shows that we live by God's forgiveness and cleansing, for 
baptism is a washing. 

It shows God as our parent, - we come from the waters as at birth. In 
birth the mother does the work. God does the work of our salvation and 
we respond by relying on God - that is, we live by faith, trust. We share 
humanity with our human parents; born of God means God shares God's 
life with us - the life of love. And we are born into whole families; so 

Christian life is lived in the family of the Church, and its goal is the 
heavenly city, that is God's perfected community. 

We are God's children in unity with Jesus, the eternal Son. And we 
become God's children through his death and rising, which he called his 
baptism. Our washing is dying to sin through Jesus; our birth into God's 
life is being raised with Jesus in his resurrection and ascension. 

And as water pours on us, God's Spirit, God's breath, life, is given to us. 
So baptism shows our relationship is with God as Trinity. God as Trinity 
is not just an abstruse theory, it is how God is love and how we can be 
God's children and share God's Spirit, God's life of love. 

When we with water are baptised 

Our sins are washed away; 
We’re cleansed to start new life in Christ, 
To walk in Jesus’ way. 

We come from water, like a birth, 
In God’s Son born anew 
To share in Christ’s own risen life, 
To be God’s children too. 

Under the water we go down, 
And from it rise again, 
To share in Jesus’ saving death, 
His rising and his reign. 

As water pours upon our heads, 
God’s Spirit is outpoured 
That God may live within our hearts, 
Our Friend and Guide and Lord. 

To die to sin, to live for God, 
To share in Jesus’ love: 
God’s Spirit keep us in this faith, 

This peace, this joy, this truth! 
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TURNING THINGS UPSIDE DOWN…………………Jennifer Kendrick. 

Let’s face it, we have all been guilt of causing chaos hunting for 
something in a hurry, or asking the Lord to take care of things when we 

run out of steam, expecting solutions NOW! 

My friend and I were about to embark on a long car journey and I was 
surprised that, before we set off, she dedicated the day to God and gave 
thanks for our safe arrival!  That seemed odd to me!  

Some weeks later I mislaid my car keys as I was about to leave the 
house when something made me stop panicking and, as I sat quietly, I 
found myself saying ‘ Thank you’ for all sorts of things!   My keys 
appeared and all was well. 

Another day I was due to drive the M25 in atrocious winter weather and 
at rush hour!  I engaged Jesus as my co-pilot before setting out.   There 
was a lot of traffic but no hold-ups or accidents, the spray seemed more 
like lace curtains than an ice blanket, there were very few daunting 
continental container lorries on the way and my car refused to do more 
than the speed limit!  (Like a lot of us I do want to go fast!)mm The 
result was, it took the  same time as on a fine day and I arrived feeling 
totally relaxed! 

Maybe next time you feel tempted to ask for something, 

try saying Thank you first: it could make all the difference. 
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Communications Office at Church House, 
College Green, Gloucester, GL1 2LY. It is 
available on www.gloucester.anglican.org 

Message from Bishop Rachel: Rest and recover. 
 

On recent walks in green places I have been reminded 
of the words of Psalm 23, The Lord is my Shepherd. 

This psalm affirms God’s unending presence, goodness, 
and mercy in places of delight and places of darkness 
and fear, always holding before us the promise of eternal 
dwelling with God. 

In my electronic diary the colour-coding for my rest time, holidays and 
retreats is green. The green of ‘go’ is not always about activity – it can 
also be the ‘go’ of ‘letting go’ and metaphorically lying down in green 
pastures and playing by streams; being still in prayer and transformed 
through scripture. Our rest and play, in right balance with our work, will 
restore us and lead to new discovery, not least of Self and God; and 
there will be space for healing and growth. 

Sometimes we struggle to rest, but Psalm 23 reminds us that when we 
keep our eyes and hearts on God, it is God who makes us lie down. And 
if we refuse to do so we are in danger of a displaced arrogance implying 
that we are somehow above God and know best. 

The staffs that Bishop Robert and I carry remind us that whilst we are 
still sheep of the Good Shepherd, we are also called to be shepherds of 

Christ’s flock. So, this summer we hope that you are able to live a 
restorative rhythm which holds play, rest and work in good balance 
(noting that we all engage in work in its broadest sense). 

With prayers for rest and blessing this summer, 

 

 

 

  

http://www.gloucester.anglican.org/
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NEWSPAPERS & MAGAZINES DELIVERED 7 DAYS A WEEK 
BEER AND WINE AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 

GROCERIES, CONFECTIONERY, CARDS, STATIONERY, & TOYS 

TEL: (01453) 542036 
NATIONAL LOTTERY 

PAYPOINT – (FOR MOBILE TOP UP & BILL PAYMENTS) 
COLLECT + - (SEND AND COLLECT PARCELS FROM HERE) 

 

 

Fabrics, Wools and 

haberdashery 

Buttons, ribbons and 

patterns 

Knitting and sewing lessons 

39 Parsonage Street, 

Dursley, Glos, GL11 4BP 

 

www.inchesfabrics.co.uk 
 

J BROOMHALL (Butchers) Ltd 
32 PARSONAGE STREET DURSLEY  

 

HAVE BEEN SUPPLYING CUSTOMERS FROM DURSLEY 
AND SURROUNDING AREAS  

FOR THE PAST 50 YEARS AND HOPE TO DO SO  
FOR MANY YEARS TO COME........... 

 

Tel: 01453 542097 
e.mail: dursley@jbroomhallltd.com 
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CELEBRATING THE BEST OF BRITISH AT DURSLEY FESTIVAL – 

Photographs courtesy of Elizabeth Oakley 
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St James Bookstall 
Donations have now reached over £12,500 

£1,100 since we started back in April. 
 

If you have any fiction books we shall happily receive them, they can be 
left in St James Church on any day,  

but please hold on to your non fiction for a little bit longer 
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Mouse Diary…. 

Ring, ring, ring...After a short pause (paws?) and then a big squeak from 

Aimiee: Le petit mouse a la kirk a Dursley; 

malheureusement il avoir le blood pressure tres 

gigantique et exceptionalle. MBFTLP was only 

moderately sympathetic. Welcome to the club, 

she said. I know the feeling. Anyway I 

persisted. It's the population problem you see. 

The church has never had so many species 

under my feet. In that case, said MBFTLP, I 

hesitate to mention what I was going to mention. I've got a new friend for you. 

His name is Wally. Oh, I said, ominously, feeling as I could my blood pressure 

becoming more stratospheric and nearly as far up as the rafters. MBFTLP 

having started  she felt she had to continue with the saga. If the truth be 

known he is actually a walrus. The thing is he took a wrong turning and ended 

up coming up the River Ewelme as far as Broadwell. Before that he out stayed 

his welcome in the Scilly Isles after swimming from Spain, Port Said and the 

Suez Canal. Well, I said, under my breath whilst Aimiee jumped around 

squeaking anxiously, I don't think we can have him here because the font isn't 

big enough for a walrus to swim a length in. Also are walruses any good at 

theology? Not to be deterred MBFTLP continued apace. Well he might be, but 

it would be the Far Eastern Authorised Version. You know the one past 

Constantinople after the 10th century. I don't think Aimiee was too keen on 

this historical account of the early origins of that sort of Christianity. 

Non..non..Il est ne pas Constantinople. Il est appele Istanbul. Well have it your 

own way, said MBFTLP gruffly. Then she relented. Alternatively perhaps we 

could put him on Work Experience with the Methodists. Or maybe Broadwell 

Mouse could teach him some orienteering so that he could find his way back 

down the Ewelme. Afterall there does seem to be a search party with global 

reach looking out for him at the moment (according to The Times). Thinking 

this dire situation might only be temporary I relented a little but resolved to 

spend more time up in the rafters whilst Wally settled in below. Aim Higher 

was my school moto after all. Sometimes it pays to interpret these things 

literally, as well as spiritually, I might add. See you next month with or without 

Wally. Here's hoping he does not eat all of my bourbon creams in the 

meantime. 

 

Mouse was helped in the writing by Elizabeth Oakley 
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August Acrostic. 

 

 

 

August comes from the Latin word Augustus 

meaning Consecration or Venerable 

Usually people  

Go away for their holiday's and always take your 

Umbrella 

So the temperature has got up to 30oC 

The last Bank Holiday before Christmas 

 

By Sally Hayward 

 

Culture and Me from David Vonburgh…… 

This month we are delighted that Sally Hayward has been thinking about 
her cultural highlights 

Do you have a favourite author or book? 

I have got a couple of autobiographies of Terry Waite and Leslie and 
Jean Crowther. I had the opportunity to meet Terry Waite during the 
time when he was doing his book signing ‘Taken On Trust’ in Gloucester. 

I also had the chance to meet Jean and Leslie Crowther during his book 
A Bonus Of Laughter in Gloucester. 

I can thank my two auntie's Vera and Jean for these two books from 
past Christmases. 

What are you reading at present 

Dawn French’s biography  'Let's Do It' . Many memories of watching her 
on the television and I can hear the laughter still. 

Is there a book which you feel you should have read? 

There's no book I should have read really to be hones 

Do you have a favourite piece of music? 

I listen to a lot of Neil Diamond's songs from Sweet Caroline, Forever In 
Blue Jeans. 

I can't really say which is my favourite song I because they all mean so 
much to me. 
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Do you play a musical instrument?  If not what you like to have 
learnt? 

I learnt how to play a recorder at school and I dabbled on the 

keyboard.  I would have liked to played the piano and follow in my 
Granddad's footsteps. As he had his own Dance Band and was a brilliant 
pianist, but it wasn't to be. 

What is your favourite film? 

My favourite film is ‘Mrs Doubtfire’ starring Robin Williams. A very funny 
film, I could watch it over and over again. 

Do you have a favourite play? 

I thoroughly enjoyed being involved with the school plays. Dressing up 
into different costumes. 

What about a favourite television series? 

My favourite television series is ‘Call the Midwife’. I like this series 
because it covers my Mummy's era. 

If there was one painting you could own, what would it be and 
what is special for you about it? 

My favourite picture is Mona Lisa - which is carefully guarded in Louvre 
Museum in Paris since 1797. So the chance of me getting it is very slim! 

Do you have special building which means a lot to you and if so 
why? 

Perhaps my favourite place could be Gloucester Cathedral. 

Is there a place where you have felt happiest?  

Dawlish, but anywhere in Devon. I spent many holidays with both my 
Mummy and Daddy in our touring caravan. 

You are having a fantasy dinner party for five – who would you 
invite?  

My fantasy dinner I would like to share with Pam Ayres, Jean and Leslie 
Crowther, Neil Diamond and Terry Waite. Out of the (5) five there are (3) 
three left. As two of them have passed away. There are many more 
people I would like to invite. Sadly there's no room on my table for 

anybody else. 
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St Mark’s News 

 

 

Dear Friends 

I am writing this sheltering from the sun, which doesn’t happen 

very often. 

We have just returned from an interesting weekend adventure 

on a narrow boat on the Grand Union Canal starting at Market 

Harborough. The weather was fantastic and once Steve and Kathryn had the 

tuition we were on our own with 60ft of boat to control, and off we set it was 

wonderful just meandering along, seeing all the wild life, drooling over some of 

the houses whose gardens ran down to the canal. We have never seen so many 

dragon flies of all different colours, damsel flies, fish, birds and even at night 

the odd bat. We stopped at first near Foxton and the steep flight of locks, 

but we decided against that and after breakfast carried on and after going 

through a long tunnel we arrived with some trepidation at a series of locks. I 

wasn’t allowed to jump on and off so I sat there while everyone went hot and 

red in the face opening and closing the gates. Luckily we went through with 

another boat which had some very seasoned boaters on board so they showed 

us the ropes and helped as well. Then it was time to start back, back through 

the locks and then through the tunnel which was lovely and cool and moor up 

for the night, out in the middle of nowhere just ducks, coots and moorhens for 

company. 

Next day a more leisurely amble back to the marina for the night and then on 

Monday home via Naseby Battlefields and Upton Park a national Trust 

property. After all the struggles of Covid restrictions I think, more than ever, 

we need to have some adventures. I haven’t got a bucket list but it’s definitely 

an experience I can tick off. Next month, God willing, we will be going to 

Prescott VSCC Hill Climb in the MG and camp in our tent for two nights (we 

must be mad).  

I do thank God that I am able to even contemplate these adventures. 

With all Best wishes 

Judith 

PS St Mark’s 10.30am next service is on 15th August – hope to see you there.  
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Setting out from Market Harborough Marina 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Foxton Locks 
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One of many bridge refletions 
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Perseverance, responsibil ity, thankfulness, forgiveness, respect and friendship in 
action 

 

BITS & PIECES NEWSLETTER 23 2020/21 21st May 2021 

I would like to start this week's newsletter by sharing a beautiful piece 

of work created by one of our Year 3 children. The language and 
creativity of Emily's work is just wonderful but, be warned, it will make 
you yearn for a beach holiday! 

The noisy sea, washing waves clash together 
as far as the eye can see. Pale, powdery 
sand tickles the soles of my bare feet as I 
stand on the smooth, salty sand by the 
shore. 

The seaweed on the slippery, soggy 
rocks peels off as waves slosh over the 
bumpy rocks. Forceful, foamy waves 

scatter droplets of water over me. I 
scoop up a handful of gritty sand and watch 

as it sprinkles through my outstretched palm like rain pouring from the 
sky. 

As I wade through the ocean, I hear the wind whistling through the trees 
like a lion’s roar. I can taste the salty sea as I swim strongly through. The 
calm sea is as deep as an icy cold, slushy pond. 

Rough, coarse sand burns my feet as soon as I get to the top of the vast 
deserted beach, I can smell the sausage and chips at the busy shop. The 
scent of ice-creams fills my nose as fast as a racehorse galloping on a 
grass track. The sun blinds my eyes and the mild air cools my arms.

 Emily Pagett aged 8 Year 3 

Sent in by Emily’s dad Martin. 

 

Congratulations on such lovely writing Emily.         Judith 
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RECLAIMING HAPPINESS. 

 

My world fell apart in October 1987 when my 

beloved husband  

of 26 years walked out of my life. There was 
no warning and all my efforts at reconciliation 
were futile.  I had somehow drifted away from 
the Church, my close family were scattered 
round the world and, having only recently 
moved house, I knew nobody in the immediate 
neighbourhood!  With nothing left to live for, I 

made elaborate plans to end my life, cleaned the 
house and made the garage warm and cosy surrounded by precious 

things. When the hose pipe proved too small to fit on the exhaust pipe 
of my car I was angry with myself for such incompetence and lack of 
foresight!  I felt as useless as Ecclesiastes (Chapter 1). 

The following years were a struggle, working 7 days a week left no time 
for worrying, or wishing and it never occurred to me that there was an 
answer in prayer!  I was an independent, determined, solo survivor, 
needing nobody! 

The turning point came at Christmas 1994 when I was suddenly taken 
seriously ill and had major emergency surgery.   In hospital I lay 
immobilised by machines and drug lines, silently awaiting my fate when, 
at long last I heard Jesus.. and what is more important, Listened!  Of 
course He had been there all the time, but I was deaf. The message was 
clear and unequivocal. 

“YOU COULD HAVE DIED,  NOW LIVE”. 

I am sad, but not sorry about my time in the wilderness. For the last 25 
years I have prayed each day for grace discernment and understanding 
and give thanks for God’s persistence in persuading me I have a 
purpose after all. 

 

Jennifer Kendrick 
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The Dursley  

Pet Shop 
 

 17 Parsonage Street,  

Dursley,  

Gloucestershire 

Telephone (01453) 542798 

Pet foods & Accessories,  

Animal Feeding stuffs,  

Seeds, Bulbs & Plants,  

Garden sundries 

Large Range of Wild Bird 

Products 

 
  

Extend for You 
est. 2009 

Movement to Music for the over 55’s and those younger 
in  some cases, aims to improve strength, mobility, co-ordination 

and balance  
to continue an active lifestyle.  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 classes are normally held at St. James Parish Centre Dursley 

TUESDAY  at  2.00pm 

 You can be seated or standing 
 

Covid 19 virus has restricted class 
numbers allowed.  

 

To avoid disappointment please check availability and call 

Barbara Weldon             01453 766421 

email: bandbweldon1@gmail.com    website: extend.org.uk 
  

mailto:bandbweldon1@gmail.com
http://extend.org.uk/
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Collaborative Art Project. 

The collaborative artwork ‘I have seen the Lord’ has been disassembled 
because no home could be found for such a large piece of work. Should 

anyone like their piece returned please contact Kathie or Brendan to 
make an arrangement. 

There are also a limited number of quality A3 posters remaining at £10 
each. If you would like one (makes a nice 
present) please let either: Brendan  
Tel 07870213689 or email: 
brendan.skeltonfryahoo.co.uk or Kathie Tel 
07792607523 know and we will get a print 
to you. 
 

The people who contributed to this project 
were: Abi Brown, Abbie Hinds, Alisa Carter, 
Ann Orchard, Archie and Hazel Skelton, 
Brendan Skelton, Caroline Marrow, Chris 
Bussey, David Collins, Deborah Collins, 
Elizabeth Oakley, Emily Brown, Graydon 
Strutt, Jacob Skelton, Jan Vonberg, Jennifer 
Kendrick, Kathie Rebbeck, Ken Elliott, Liz 
Spriggs, Louise Elliott, Margaret Lloyd, 

Rachel Brown, Richard Morgan, Sally Arnold, Stephanie Say, Steven 
Allen, Sue Hinds, Tom Arnold, Valerie Meares.  
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 D A HILL 
 

Plumbing, Building, Roofing,  
Decorating, Plastering. 

 

Tel: 01453 543249 

 e.mail: dahillbuilding@sky.com 
 

francis.jones@btinternet.com 

mailto:dahillbuilding@sky.com
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 FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS 

 
 

From the registers 
 

We welcome into our Church family by Holy 
Baptism 
4th July Reuben Oliver Brown at St Mark’s 
 
 

No funerals in this period 
 

 
***************************************** 

 
 

 
There is still no rota (that I am aware of at the 

moment) but Ann Orchard is setting one in motion, so if 
you can help out I’m sure she will be able to fit you in! 
Please note it is not strictly a female occupation either!! 
 

 

 
 

 

100 CLUB 
100 Club draw for July as follows:- 

1st   

2nd   

3rd  

                                                      Sarah 

 

BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES 

AND 

 DEATHS 



 

…… 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paul Daniels – Principal 

 

Dursley CofE Academy,  
School Road,  
Dursley,  
GL11 4NZ 

t: 01453 542304 e:admin@dursley.gloucs.sch.uk  

e: www.dursleycofeprimaryschool.org.uk 

Diocese of Gloucester Academies Trust. 

Registered in England Company Number 
08149299 

 

http://www.dursleycofeprimaryschool.org.uk/


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Useful Telephone Numbers 

 

TO BOOK THE PARISH CENTRE.  

Clive Orchard Tel: 549280 

E-mail: ewelmeparishoffice@gmail.com  

BELLRINGERS 

Elizabeth ByrneTel: 543536. 

100 CLUB 

Sarah Hodge Tel: 545155 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH 

Diane Ansell Tel: 546169 

 

 

Follow us on Twitter: @ParishofDursley 

 

Visit us on Facebook: Ewelme Benefice Family 

THE PARISH CHURCH OF ST JAMES THE GREAT  
WITH ST MARK’S WOODMANCOTE 

 

       St James Church open  
 
Each day between 9.30am and 5.00pm 
Access to all areas of the church building will be 
restricted as these openings are for private prayer and 
not general visiting. 

 

 
 

 

mailto:ewelmeparishoffice@gmail.com

