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Dear Friends 

 

When Sheila was digging the allotment 

she found a coin. In the clod of soil it looked 

like a an old penny. When we cleaned it we discovered that it was a George III 

penny and he reigned 1760 – 1820. It was exciting to hold something so old and 

this set us thinking, how did this coin end up in an allotment in this part of 

Dursley? 

 

The coin was well worn and no date was visible, but the style and detail, we 

discovered from looking on the internet, suggested it was about 1800. There is 

large house close by the allotment built around 1760 and the Ewelme runs 

through what would have been small community, probably with a mill and a few 

estate cottages. It has an old feel to the place, quiet and relatively secluded. 

 

It led us to think about lots of things related to this unknown person who 

dropped the coin in that place over 200 years ago. Man or woman? Estate 

worker or passer by and also what could you buy with a penny in those days?  

It made us ponder upon how things are so very different for us now, than for 

that person, who lost their coin all those years ago.  

 

The legacy of things that we remember, of the old days, or of things that 

we can touch and hold, allow us a glimpse of the past and an opportunity to 

reflect upon the present. We might reminisce about how good the old days 

were and rejoice in things that had value and worth then, but today are just 

curiosities, superseded by some new fancy gadget. So much has changed in  

200 years. 
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The last 18 months or so, has been a time of huge upheaval and change. The 

person who lost their penny in 1800 could have no conception of how things 

might change. Pandemic was a word in George III's time and first used as 

early as the 1660's, but now we know and can see the global impact of this 

disease, unlike our friend from the 1800's. We have lost a great deal it seems. 

More than just time, lives has been lost and lives undeniably affected. Yet we 

have to continue looking forward, do we not? 
 

What does July hold for us? Holidays and a release from the restrictions 

we've all been under? Is normality a word we can begin using again? Having 

some plans would seem to matter. 
 

What are your plans? I hope that they will bring enjoyment. I hope too, 

that we will be able to mix more freely, to share time together more 

creatively and even and especially, to hug one another! 
 

Jesus spoke about how life can be consumed with worry about the future. 

Yet whilst life can be troublesome, it can also be joyful. There is the paradox. 
 

Jesus did say this however and I wonder if it helps, as we live today's lives 

in the shadow of Covid??... 

Therefore, I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or 

drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and 

the body more than clothes? Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or 

reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you 

not much more valuable than they? Can any one of you by worrying add a single 

hour to your life? 

Therefore, do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about 

itself. Matthew 6. 25-27,34 

 

Yours in Christ 

Ian 

 

Prayer Group... 

The Prayer Group has moved back into the Omega 
Rooms at St Mark’s at 2.30pm  

on the first Wednesday of the month. 

The next one will be 7th July 2021. 
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Church News from Canon Michael 
 
Ewelme Benefice services for July 2021 

 
Sunday 4th July - 5th Sunday after Trinity 
St Bartholomew’s 10.00am Parish Holy Communion 
St James 10.00am Parish Holy Communion ** 
St Mark’s 12.30pm Baptism 
 
Sunday 11th July - 6th Sunday after Trinity 
St Giles 10.00am Parish Holy Communion 
St James 10.00am Parish Holy Communion ** 
St James  2.00pm Baptism 
 
Sunday 18th July - 7th Sunday after Trinity 
St James  8.00am Holy Communion  
St Giles 10.00am Parish Holy Communion 
St Mark’s 10.30am Service of the Word 

 
Sunday 25th July - St James Patronal/8th Sunday after Trinity 
St James 10.00am Benefice Holy Communion ** 
Holy Cross, Owlpen  6.00pm BCP Evensong 
 
** indicates live-stream 

**************************************************** 

Dursley Festival - Saturday 10th July 
 
 
Hopefully the Covid guidelines will 
allow this community event to go 
ahead.  The organisers have asked for 
the use of the lawn outside St James 
as well as for some space inside the 
church.  As a church family we are 
offering to run a BBQ.  
 Any offers to help with this will be 

gratefully received by the 
Churchwardens, Caroline and Chris, 
or Canon Michael.   
There will be other events taking 
place in the town on what should be a 
great opportunity to come together as 
a local community. 
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Summer Pop-up cafés 

Churches Together in Cam and Dursley are planning to offer some Pop-
up cafés to the community again this year.  They won’t be on quite the 

same scale as last years because there are other events going on in the 
local area, so they will be on Tuesday mornings during the 6 weeks of 
the school summer holidays.  Each week will be in a different venue and 
we will partner with The Tab to offer some refreshments, home-made 
cakes and some simple creative projects for children using recycled 
materials.  More details will be available soon! 
 

************************************************** 
 

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY - at last!! 
 

Jennifer Kendrick says……..  

Everyone in town is invited to join our  
Patronal Pop-up Picnic. 
St. James Church Lawn .  

Saturday July 24th. 
from mid-day to mid-afternoon. 

All ages welcome. 
 

Bring your own refreshments, drinks and something to sit on!  Plus sun screen 

and shades just in case! 

PUNCH AND JUDY show at 2.00 pm. 

No charge but donations in aid of Church Funds would be appreciated. 

more details please contact. Jmkendrick07@gmail.com. Tel 549476 
 

 
**************************************************** 

 

 

 

In Cam and Dursley…….This is to advise that, 

because of the extension of the Covid restrictions 
just announced, our Churches Together Summer Service has been 
postponed until Sunday 25th July at 6 pm. 

Very many thanks to Revd Peter Fewings and the congregation of  
St Bartholomew’s, Coaley for agreeing to hold the service; more details 
to follow. 

 

  

mailto:Jmkendrick07@gmail.com
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MUSIC NOTES 

 

July 2021 
 

There is little doubt that adding a tune to 
words helps to colour and enhance the text. 
No better example of this is seen in our 

hymnody where a good strong tune unites a 
body of worshippers in a way in which mere word repetition cannot. 
 

Some hymn words attract several tunes like, for example, Cardinal 
Newman's inspiring words for “Praise to the Holiest in the Height” which, 
to my knowledge has at least four excellent tunes; “Richmond”, 
“Gerontius”, “Billing” and “Chorus Angelorum”. Some hymn words, 
however, seem wedded to just one tune. For example, “Praise My Soul 
the King of Heaven” with the tune of that same name written by Sir John 
Goss. Another hymn which has attracted just one tune (although that 
tune has been used for other words) is “Thy Hand O God has Guided” 
which is sung to “Thornbury” written by Basil Harwood in 1898. 
 
Basil Harwood came from a wealthy family who owned the Woodhouse 
Estate which is near Almondsbury, today famous for its motorway 
interchange! His family had amassed its fortune from trading in leather, 
and by the 1850's they owned a great deal of land for tenant farming 
from Almondsbury to the River Severn. Basil was born on 11th April 
1859 and his earliest musical memory, aged four, was of hearing the 
carol “The Joys of Mary” sung by local carol singers. The family were 
Quakers and attended the Quaker Meeting House in Olveston. His 
education began with a governess who encouraged his love of music so 
that by the age of six he was able to read music easily. 
 
We are told he was a delicate child, and his early years were shadowed 
by the death of his brother and the deteriorating health of his mother 

who died when Basil was just eight years old. It was in 1858 that his 
only sister became a member of the Church of England and was 
confirmed at Almondsbury Parish Church. Basil had never heard church 
music before attending that service, and it had a profound effect on him. 
 
In 1860 Basil's father remarried and the new Mrs Harwood was an 
Anglican so the family began to attend Olveston Parish Church. We are 
told that Basil managed to bribe local boys to pump the organ in the 



7 

church for him to play!  Of course, coming from a wealthy household, he 
was sent away to school. First to a preparatory school in Clevedon and 
later to Charterhouse School, but in the meantime he had piano lessons 

with Joseph Roeckel (1838-1923), at Clifton, Bristol; the youngest son 
of Professor Roeckel, a famous German singer.  
 
An interruption to his studies for health reasons at Charterhouse saw 
him return to rural Gloucestershire, and he continued his studies at 
Thornbury Grammar School, concentrating on the Classics. In 1876 he 
won an academic scholarship to Trinity College Oxford, later graduating 
BA and B Mus, followed by a job at the Bodleian Library. Whilst at 
Oxford he realised that music was his true calling and, like many English 
musicians of that time (including Delius and Sullivan), went to study at 
the Leipzig Conservatory. 

 
In 1883 he became Organist of St Barnabas Pimlico where he composed 
his fiendishly difficult Sonata in C Sharp Minor. His next move was to Ely 
Cathedral and in 1892 he succeeded C H Lloyd (born in Thornbury) as 
organist of Christ Church Oxford. Life at this time was enjoyable as he 
had a fine musical tradition to uphold, was married (to a former piano 
pupil), and had a couple of healthy children. The tune “Thornbury” was 
written at this time at the request of Sir George Martin for the London 
Church Choir Association's 25th Annual Festival in St Paul's Cathedral on 
17th November 1898. “It was begun in the New College gardens and 
finished later the same day at Christ Church”. 

However, things changed in 1907 when Basil's father died (having 
outlived eight of his nine children). At 48, Basil was at the height of his 
musical career, but made what must have been a difficult decision; to 
return to run the Woodhouse Estate. The house was in something of a 
poor state as his father had spent much time and money buying more 
land, but ignoring the bathroomless house! 
 

As soon as he was able, Basil installed  
a three manual organ in the library and went 
on to host all sorts of musical gatherings with 
distinguished visitors like Elgar, Grieg and 

Parry. He continued to write music for the 
organ together with a few choral pieces. In 
1936 Basil (aged 77) and his wife left 
Woodhouse in charge of tenants and moved 
to a flat in Fleet St, London where they 
became reacquainted with many musicians 
and friends. 
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Basil Harwood was a prolific hymn writer and in his 87th year began 

writing out his 79 hymn tunes in chronological order. Today only 
“Thornbury” and “Luckington” (“Let all the World in Every Corner Sing”) 
are in current hymn books, but at the height of their popularity some  
40 hymn tunes were in regular use. He died just two days short of his 
ninetieth birthday on 3rd April 1949. Woodhouse was used as a school 
during the Second World War, but a portion was later demolished and 
the remainder made into two houses. Much of the land was sold, and 
part became a Scout Centre which is in use today. 
 
I became acquainted with the “Basil Harwood Story” when I was 
appointed Head of Music at Marlwood School (the successor of 

Thornbury Grammar School) as each year we were given a sum of 
money to use for the “Basil Harwood Music Prize” which was presented 
at Speech Day. The recipient of this quite substantial prize needed to 
have an explanation about its providence, as the only Basil young people 
knew in those days were Basil Brush or Basil Fawlty! At the back of the 
music room was a “square piano” (which is rather more rectangular than 
square!) given to the school when the Harwoods moved to London in 
1936. As a musical instrument it was not particularly useful with a quiet 
tone, short compass and wooden frame (which made tuning somewhat 
difficult) but it was an effective teaching instrument in showing how the 
modern piano had developed. 

 
Sometime in 1997, after I had left Marlwood, I had a telephone call from 
one of the school's Foundation Governors asking if I knew what had 
happened to the “square piano”. I explained that it was still there in July 
1996 when I was last in the music room. It transpired that, completely 
out of the blue, the school had been contacted by Basil Harwood's 
grandson who wished to put a plaque on the piano saying that it had 
belonged to Basil Harwood. Further investigation showed that my 
successor as Head of Music had had a good clearing out, and the 
caretaker had spotted the square piano in pieces in a skip. Apparently 
he rescued some of the timber as he thought it was rather good, but the 

school could hardly suggest that the plaque could be screwed on to what 
was to become a coffee table..... 

                                       Nigel Davies 
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Message from Bishop Rachel 

Published: June 15, 2021 

Saying ‘yes’ to God 

Last weekend I had the joy of 
being with the curates of this 
diocese as they gathered for a 
weekend of teaching, prayer and 
reflection; and next week I will be 
on retreat with those among them 
preparing for ordination as 
deacons and priests. This will be a 
significant landmark in their lives, 
but most importantly a significant 

landmark in the life of the Church, 
because ordination is primarily 
about the calling of the whole Body 
of Christ. 

When those to be ordained priest and deacon stand in the cathedral and 
publicly say ‘yes’ to God, it is rooted in the ‘yes’ of baptism. It is why the 
ordination service begins with the words: 

‘The Church is the Body of Christ, the people of God and the dwelling-
place of the Holy Spirit. In baptism the whole Church is summoned to 
witness to God’s love and to work for the coming of his Kingdom’. 

I pray that we will all keep these words in mind as we emerge into the 
next season and experiment locally with new patterns of worship, so 
that all expressions of our gathered worship, not least across multi-
parish benefices, send out the youngest to the oldest into daily life to 
witness to God’s love and to work for the coming of God’s Kingdom. If 
our local expressions of Church do not have this at the heart then we 
are in danger of doing Church but not being Church. 

As I listen to the stories of those coming to be ordained, and those once 
more coming to confirmation to confirm the promises that were made 
when they were baptised, often as tiny children, I am struck by the big 

‘yes’ having often emerged from seemingly small words and encounters 
which have been fanned into flame by the work of the Holy Spirit. 

Jesus Christ’s words as told in last Sunday’s gospel reading (Mark 4:31 – 
32) speak of the tiny seed growing into an enormous tree, whose 
branches become a place of welcome, hospitality, life, and home, for the 
birds of the air. Here is a picture of the Kingdom of God which begins 
with the small. 

https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/2021/06
https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/bishop.jpg
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As the ordinands prepare to say ‘yes’ to serving Christ in their calling, 
may these coming weeks and months be a season for a fresh ‘yes’ to 
God from us all, from the youngest to the oldest. It is perhaps good to 

remember that this is not only the time of year for ordinations but it is 
also the time of year for our primary school leavers’ services, taking 
place online at a school near you. It is a beautiful time of worship as the 
children look back with thanks and are sent out to the next chapter of 
their lives, amid so much that is uncertain and unknown. Yet children 
are often far better than adults at authentically living their faith in the 
small things of everyday life and being Church among the people and 
places of their week, including home and school. 

As we pray for our 15 new priests and six new deacons, and all those 
participating in a leavers’ service in their school, let us continue to pray 
for one another that we would  have the courage, from the tiniest to the 
tallest, to say ‘yes’ to God afresh in our commitment to follow Christ, 
and to be expectant about what can take root and grow in the stuff of 
our everyday lives as we seek to witness to God’s love and to work for 
the coming of God’s Kingdom. 

With my thanks and prayers as ever, 

 

PS: On the subject of saying ‘yes’, please consider … 

• Joining the next online LIFE prayer gathering on Tuesday 6 
July 5.30pm where Jo Wetherall will lead us in praying for children 
and families as part of the big picture. Even if you’ve never prayed 
before with other people beyond an act of formal worship. All you 
need is 30 minutes and a desire to pray for tiny seeds to grow into 
large trees… 

Follow this link to join the Zoom 
meeting https://zoom.us/j/91765392773?pwd=Ujc4aVVvVFprOE9GOFdI
K3VudlU5UT09 

 

  

https://zoom.us/j/91765392773?pwd=Ujc4aVVvVFprOE9GOFdIK3VudlU5UT09
https://zoom.us/j/91765392773?pwd=Ujc4aVVvVFprOE9GOFdIK3VudlU5UT09
https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/bishop-rachel-signature.png
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Bellringing 
 

We have rung for the Sunday Services at St James’ 
following the partial relaxation of restrictions from 
17 May mentioned in the June Messenger. Social 
distancing (not applying to couples), the wearing of 
masks and restricted time has made arrangements more 
difficult but we have managed to ring either 6 or 5 bells under the 
present rules. We look forward to hearing if all social contact restrictions 
will be lifted on 21st June as originally planned as part of the roadmap 
out of lockdown planned for England. At the time of writing, this is 
looking doubtful. 

 

A significant increase in bellringing activity has taken place nationally 
since the relaxation of the rules from 17 May. Full peals and quarter 
peals are beginning to be rung as now allowed. Such performances do 
not, alone, signify a full return to where we were before restrictions but 
they are a barometer and part of the bellringing tradition. There has 
been much negative comment from some quarters regarding long term 
effects of this long period of restrictions. For many, full relaxation of 
social contact will be like emerging from the dark ages.      

Frank Byrne 
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Churches Count on Nature week at St James’s  

(5-12th June 2021) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The sun shone for our main event which was held on the 
Saturday in St James’s churchyard. Thank you to the 
mowing team who had followed the ‘No Mow May’ 

pattern, and we received comments on the day of how 
attractive the churchyard wildlife areas were looking. It also 

really helped with the nature counting. 

Participants were issued with a nature recording sheet and invited to 
follow a one-way route around the churchyard, spotting nature on the 

way. Thank you to Brendan for all his wonderful signs, 
encouraging people to keep in the right direction as well as 
offering tips about what to look for. 

Children were offered an Eye Spy sheet to help them follow the 
trail.   

  

Eco Church Update 
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We were fortunate 
to have 
Gloucestershire 
Wildlife Trust 
support the event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To help with the nature 
identification, magnifiers and ‘bug pots’ were 

made available as well as identification booklets and sheets generously 

supplied by the charity Caring for God’s Acre.   

 

The aim of the week was to raise awareness of nature and in particular 
nature in our churchyard. Participants were 
encouraged to then send nature data their 
collected to Caring for God’s Acre for verification 
and then added to the National Biodiversity 
database. Anyone can now view this at  

https://burialgrounds.nbnatlas.org/ 

 

 

 

It was lovely to have nature drawing going  
on  in the churchyard during the morning. 

https://burialgrounds.nbnatlas.org/
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During the week, we welcomed Dursley 
Guides and then, 2nd Dursley Brownies to 
St James churchyard. They all did their own 
nature count and worked their way around 
in Patrols and Sixes to different nature 
bases. These included measuring the height 

of the beech tree that stands by the steps, 
using trigonometry, a tape measure, and a 

stick. They also were invited to think about yew trees and learn about 
lichens as well as draw them. 

Participants of the week have also been encouraged to send any photos, 
drawings in to be added to a new collage and possibly a scrap book. 
Please send these to: ewelmeparishofficmail.com 

Gill Mather – St James Eco Church 

 

An Acrostic for July 

 

July 4th is most significant National Holiday for 

United States of America and the 

Laws took power of Semi - autonomous 

Massachusetts 

Year of 1776, thirteen (13) Colonies of America 

declared themselves to be States and not part 

of the British Empire 

 

By Sally Hayward 
  

Jan Vonberg and Gill Mather would like to say a big ‘thank you’ to 
everyone who supported the Churches Count on Nature event 2021.  

We are hoping to run a similar event next year. 
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NEWSPAPERS & MAGAZINES DELIVERED 7 DAYS A WEEK 
BEER AND WINE AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 

GROCERIES, CONFECTIONERY, CARDS, STATIONERY, & TOYS 

TEL: (01453) 542036 
NATIONAL LOTTERY 

PAYPOINT – (FOR MOBILE TOP UP & BILL PAYMENTS) 
COLLECT + - (SEND AND COLLECT PARCELS FROM HERE) 

 

 

Fabrics, Wools and 

haberdashery 

Buttons, ribbons and 

patterns 

Knitting and sewing lessons 

39 Parsonage Street, 

Dursley, Glos, GL11 4BP 

 

www.inchesfabrics.co.uk 
 

J BROOMHALL (Butchers) Ltd 
32 PARSONAGE STREET DURSLEY  

 

HAVE BEEN SUPPLYING CUSTOMERS FROM DURSLEY 
AND SURROUNDING AREAS  

FOR THE PAST 50 YEARS AND HOPE TO DO SO  
FOR MANY YEARS TO COME........... 

 

Tel: 01453 542097 
e.mail: dursley@jbroomhallltd.com 
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From the Open Garden 
at 52 Woodmancote on 5th June 

 

Gate into the Orchard 

And Clare and Steve were pleased 
to ask Revd Ian ‘More tea Vicar?’ 

That photo courtesy of Revd Jane 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Two pictures of St Mark’s taken from 
the top of the Orchard by Elizabeth 
Oakley 
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Paintings by Valerie Meares 

Pansies and Poppies 

And below a painting she did for Austin 
of Longwood House on St Helena. 

Austin says ‘This was Napoleon’s home of exile and he died there on  
5th May 1821 
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St Mark’s News 

 

Dear Friends 

Firstly we (Philip and I) would like to 

thank everyone who came along to our Open Garden on 5th 

June. Having postponed it from two weeks before because of 

bad weather, we were blessed with a perfect Saturday 

afternoon. So many people came, thankfully our garden covers 

an acre of ground so they were able to spread out, and really 

enjoyed doing, as someone put it, something ‘normal’ again. Clare and Steve 

served the cream teas and this allowed us to walk around and chat, which was 

great. Donations were very generous and we made over £600. 

In St Mark’s we have just had a service of Morning Prayer and Paula Wrix 

very kindly played the organ for us as people came in and then when we went 

out. This all came about when we did Evening Prayer on Zoom, Paula who is 

training to be a Reader, leads one of the evenings and Canon Michael 

mentioned that he would bring up the CD player just for the hymns, but that 

there would be not intro or exit music, so Paula volunteered her services, 

which was greatly appreciated. 

Our next service will be on 18th July at 10.30am. Philp and I will be on a 

narrowboat for that weekend so volunteers to help, at St Mark’s, would be 

much appreciated. 

Please let’s hope the goal posts are not moved again and that we will at last 

be free on 19th July to do what we all love best and have our freedom to roam 

restored! 

With all Best wishes 

Judith 

  
  

Roses from my garden. The glow on the first rose is natural and not a 

fancy photograph, the second one was new for my birthday and the very 

palest pink one was a present for our Silver Wedding from Roger and 

Anne Ransome 
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Culture and me….. 

For the month of July, we go to Gill Mather. Many thanks, Gill. 

Do you have a favourite book? 

I really enjoy going back to ‘Moonfleet’ by Jamie Faulkner, a novel 
written in 1898. It is story of ghosts and adventure. The main character 
is John Trenchard; he is an orphan who is looked after by his aunt.  But 
he enjoys the company of the local publican, who turns out to be the 
head of a smuggling ring. However mainly I enjoy reading factual books. 

Is there a book which you feel you should have read? 

I love the film: ‘The Secret Garden’, and I should really read the book 
sometime. 

Is there a song to cheer you up? 

Justin Hayward, of the Moody Blues wrote a song ‘Forever Autumn’.  It 
cheers me up because it reminds me of the happy time in my life when I 
was leaving primary school and going up to secondary school.   

Do you play a musical instrument? 

I have been playing the guitar since I was 10 years old, and although I 
am not very good at it, I have a patient tutor who is also a friend.  I just 
enjoy it. 

What is your favourite film? 

I have two.  ‘The Railway Children’ which has a lovely story. I remember 
my mum taking us to see it at the cinema in the 1970s, which was a 
rare treat.  The other film is ‘The Good, the Bad and the Ugly’. 

Do you have a favourite play? 

Macbeth.  I studied it at school, and I was taken to see a live 
performance when I was about 14, with Peter O’Toole and Brian Blessed 
in the cast.  Unfortunately Peter O’Toole was rather the worse for wear 
which  amused the audience, but towards the end when Macbeth had 
just been killed, an ambulance  passed the theatre with the siren blaring 
and the audience just collapsed laughing.  Perhaps not the most tragic 
of performances? 

Do you have a favourite Television series? 

I love to watch ‘Our Yorkshire Farm’ which has just started a new series 

on Channel 5. It is set in the Yorkshire Dales and tells the story of the 
farmer and his wife and the nine children who look out for each other.  

If there was one painting that you could own, what would it be 
and why? 

It would have to be ‘The Fairy Feller’s Master-stroke’ by Richard Dadd It 
is to be found in Tate Britain.  I like it because of the incredible detail in 
the picture.  I can go on looking at it and finding new things in it.  



21 

Richard Dadd was recognised early in life as a remarkable artist.  After a 
change in personality he spent many years in the Bethlem Hospital and 
then Broadmoor, under an enlightened regime, which encouraged him to 

continue to paint. Many of his later works are to be found displayed on 
the walls of Broadmoor.  

Do you have a special building which means a lot to you? 

There is a holiday cottage in Caumont in the Pas de Calais, which we 
went to many times with several generations of my family.  It is an old 
and rambling farmhouse.  We went there first of all to seek for the war 
grave of my great uncle in one of the war cemeteries near there.  His 
name was David Thomas and was in the Welsh Fusiliers.  He was a 
friend of Siegfried Sassoon the poet and novelist.  David died on the day 
before the Battle of the Somme by a sniper. 

Is there a place where you felt happiest? 

I loved to visit St Brides in Pembrokeshire. It is a tiny village where my 
dad spent some years, because his father was the vicar there, having 
just returned from the first world war. They stayed there until the family 
moved to Fishguard.  

You are having a fantasy dinner party who would you invite?  

First of all, there would be two popstars from my earlier years: Midge 
Ure, who co-produced Live Aid with Bob Geldof, and Morten Harket, a 
Norwegian singer; then there would be Tracey Emin the rather 
controversial artist (of the ‘unmade bed’ fame), Siegfried Sassoon, who 
could tell me a bit about my great uncle, David Thomas, and finally the 

historian, David Olusoga, who has written books about immigration in 
Britain and the racism that accompanies it.   

**************************************************** 
PEN FRIENDS………. 
I have always loved collecting scraps of ideas, sayings, poems and 
words and writing letters!     I also still feel a real sense of 
disappointment when the postman sails by. Even if he only delivers 
things that immediately go in the waste paper bin, I don’t feel 
overlooked or abandoned and am happy. 
If you know somebody who would like me to write  them letters on a 
regular basis, under no obligation to respond (unless they would like to) 

with trivial thoughts and random comments or gentle reminders of the 
seasons beyond the front door, secular or ecclesiastical, please contact 
me. 
Happy to meet in person (mindful of restrictions), or other ways. Details 
below. 
Jennifer Kendrick 01453 549476.    Jmkendrick07@gmail.com.  
21 Upper Poole Road, Dursley. Gl114LF 

mailto:Jmkendrick07@gmail.com
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Mouse Diary….Ring, Ring, Ring....Are you back from outer space yet? said 

MBFTLP optimistically. Silence for a moment whilst I 

collected my thoughts. Yes, I think I am, I said, except 

there was a bit of a culinary crisis whilst I was away 

because we've run out of Marmite. MBFTLP was not 

amused by this news which constituted an anti-climax in 

the story line which was otherwise reasonably well on 

track. You went all that way and the only trouble was you were minus Marmite 

when you came back?  This seemed to be a good moment for an introspective 

inflection interjection. Yes, I said, Home Sweet Home. (the alliteration is not 

bad is it?). Aimee woke up at this point too: "C'est trés jolie chez-nous a la 

kirk a Dursley". Yes, I take your point about outer space said MBFTLP, I think 

it is probably over-rated. Terra firma is the best. But now we are in ordinary 

time what are you going to with yourselves? This indicated a turn to the left in 

the main story line, so I was temporarily off balance. Well, I said, airily, I 

could go back to weather forecasting. Good idea, said MBFTLP, how is it 

looking for Thursday, or should I ask Ian on the Roof? He is quite good isn't 

he, I said, I always know what the weather is doing when his umbrella blows 

inside out. But all those wavy lines and numbers on the charts give me a 

headache, so I have abbreviated the process. MBFTLP interjected (more 

alliteration you notice). Oh no, what is the nature of the abbreviation?  Well, I 

said, I get Aimiee to put her paw out of the front door on a Wednesday 

morning and then if it is not very nice for Wednesday, I know it is not going to 

be very nice for Thursday. I think MBFTLP was hanging her head (in despair 

possibly) on the other end of Zoom. Dare I ask what it will be like for the Eco 

Church do on Saturday? And if you are short of a job or two do you think you 

and Aimiee could look after the bug hotel after you have counted all the 

species in the churchyard?  This seemed to me to be rather a lot of questions 

in one so I answered carefully. I don't mind the Eco Church so long as they 

count me in the overall total. But I am not sure Aimiee's mop will be any good 

for cleaning the bug hotel. Also we don't want any more species in the church 

as we are a bit congested with Me, Aimiee, The Easter Bunny (when he comes 

with all his friends and relations), Mr Dinosaur (taking up residence next to 

the broom cupboard), and Mr Gnome looking for a home after surviving the 

Suez Canal after all. Fortunately MBFTLP was alright about all of this. I take 

your point, she said, sometimes One Wants A Quiet Time and Ordinary Time is 

A Good Time to Have a Quiet Time. 

Mouse was helped in the writing by Elizabeth Oakley  
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A message from Can Richard Morgan……… 

July is the month including Mary Magdalene's day. The early Church 

almost certainly mixed up several people and attributed to Mary 
Magdalene things that had no connection with her. There was the mixing 
up of Maries - Mary of Magdala and Mary of Bethany, Martha's sister. It 
was Mary of Bethany who anointed Jesus' feet shortly before his death. 
[John 12.3ff.] But Luke says an unnamed sinful woman anointed Jesus 
earlier. [Luke737f.] Tradition jammed all these together and made 
Mary Magdalene a very sinful woman who repented. What we are told of 
Mary Magdalene was that she was rich and Jesus had cast seven devils 
out of her. People - men, I'm afraid - deduced she was totally sexually 
immoral and made a lot of money out of this! But demon possession did 
not mean wickedness but mental illness. Mary Magdalene could have 

been a rich widow or mother who had a massive breakdown because of 
bereavement, or a rich business woman who succumbed to the strains 
of running her business and broke down totally. Mary in the garden of 
resurrection as likely to have been an old Jewish momma as a gorgeous 
siren. Jesus said, 'Don't cling to me,' because he had not completed his 
rising and ascension, not because Mary was a tempting beauty! We 
don't know, but I think imagining the momma's desperate desire to cling 
to her restored healer feels to me at least as moving as the neurotic sex 
bomb. 

The apostles were the authorised messengers, witnesses, of the 
resurrection, so, in a way, Mary Magdalene was the first apostle. She 

was the most unlikely witness from a human point of view. Who, in first 
century Judaea, would invent a story to prove Jesus' resurrection with 
women as witnesses? Their witness counted les than men's. in those 
days. And who, at any time, would prove something hard to believe by 
the testimony of someone with a history of severe mental illness? But 
God and Jesus, who came to overthrow human pride and raise the 
humble, would indeed likely choose to show the resurrection first to 
someone like Mary. She teaches us God's love and God's care for all, 
warns us against pride and contempt for others, and comforts us when 
we feel overwhelmed. 

So here's a hymn about her. It goes to the tune of 'The Church's One 
Foundation.' 76 76 D. 
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1. Christ Jesus, in the garden, 
When he had risen again, 
Appeared to faithful women 

Before unfaithful men, 
And Galilean Mary 
Was first accredited 
To bring the saving message 
Of new life from the dead. 

2. Saved from the grip of madness, 
Who more than she should bear 
God's message of the triumph 
Of hope over despair, 
Of good defeating evil, 
Of death destroyed by life, 

Love's meaning ending chaos, 
And peace that conquers strife? 

3. For Jesus' resurrection 
Proclaims the victory 
Of love over oppression 
To set all people free 
From arrogant injustice 
That chokes humanity: 
So in the humble Jesus 
All gain their dignity. 

4. The arrogance of gender, 

Or intellect, or health, 
Or pride of power and influence, 
Of status, race or wealth 
Are by Christ's resurrection 
Uncovered as obscene 
By him who, as apostle, 
Chose Mary Magdalene. 

5. Lord Christ, you raise the humble, 
And set the captives free: 
Give us the power to follow 
Your way of liberty. 

Keep us from pride and hatred 
That crushes others down; 
May we respect all people, 
And win love's humble crown. 
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Medical Events…………. 

My first hospital admission was on 13th February, 
but I found later that friends and neighbours had 
noticed differences since Christmas. Even my 
brother in Canada had noticed I was searching for 
words on our ‘phone talks. I either did not notice 
changes or attributed problems to tiredness and/or 
old age till I started walking on a broad base with 
legs apart. I then talked to Dr Bryden, who after 
examining me, ordered a MRI of my head and lower 
back, both of which were virtually normal, as we found 
a lot later. 

Mercifully, I told Nick, my brother, of this, and the next thing I knew 
was him coming all the way from Nova Scotia and a niece from 
Edinburgh! I collected Sally from Cam and Dursley station after a busy 
day and in the dark. I asked her how I was driving. After a short pause 
she said, or something like it, ‘very carefully, like someone drunk,’ and it 
was clear, after that, she did not want to be driven by me! A few days 
after Nick was out of lockdown, I was so giddy and unsteady I was very 
uncertain I could make it from the toilet to my bed. I had my alarm on, 
but it seemed ridiculous to ring it and get a neighbour or an ambulance 
late at night with two relatives asleep in the house! Anyway, I got to bed 
but, no better in the morning, was admitted, where my heart rate was 
30/minute, and my serum sodium was low. I do not remember the 
journey and the first hospital memory is patchy. 

After, I think, the first day in Cardiac Assessment Unit, I was moved to a 
friendly bay in ward 2a, where I steadily recovered. It was striking that 
all, I think, of the nurses were coloured, if I can use that word, and were 
excellent, as was a very good physiotherapist. I came home after nine 
days with a Zimmer frame for downstairs and two sticks for upstairs. 
With Nick and Sally’s help, and later Maria, my cousin’s wife, staying 
with me and Bluebird carers organised, everybody was happy and I 
continued on my own. The carers are all very kind and really caring, 
competent and more than willing to do whatever I ask and what they 
see is needed. I feel guilty, as an English person, that we make use of 
all these people of other races, many of whom, of course, will have been 

born here and make it so very hard for others to come, but it is all very 
difficult. 

After all this I made steady progress till, with Moya, using my pacer 
poles, I walked round Cam Peak, coming back over the shoulder 
between it and Longdown to the little car park. We then had a long, for 
me, walk at Uley. I felt 90% normal and was happy and grateful. 
However, I soon realised things were going in reverse, and in late May I 
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needed hospital admission again and was admitted for assessment and 
then to ward 4a; very good care. I was monitored, finding the leads 
stuck to and around my chest and connected to a machine, a perfect 

pest. After an echocardiogram the cardiologists decided I should need 
what I call a 2-pronged pacemaker, so I was transferred to Cheltenham. 
In the ambulance my alarm, set to go off if the heart rate was under 50, 
went off, I think, six times, so a pacemaker was probably sensible. The 
ward in Cheltenham was pleasant and the other inmates were friendly. 
One evening three of us had a long talk on interesting topics; a great 
relief after constraints generally for so long. The pacemaker was fitted 
quickly under local anaesthetic with no pain, and unless I disobey 
instructions regarding movement, I do not know it is there. I came 
home on Monday 7th June and hope I can continue to improve and not 
be like a yo-yo! 

It has all been an interesting and enlightening experience and has been 
good for me and helped my faith. I have gone from complete 
independence to complete dependence; and experiencing this has been 
quite different from knowing about it. I no longer take my good health 
for granted. I am afraid I tended to feel superior about it and rather like 
the Old Testament jews, as due to me, rather than a gift. I am very 
grateful for all the enquiries, good wishes, visits and gifts and the feeling 
of support and fellowship have been overwhelming.  

I hope trust in God will increase rather than fade.             Jacquelin Hill 

**************************************************** 
 

Collaborative Art Project. 

There are a limited number of quality A3 posters remaining at £10 each. 
If you would like one (makes a nice present) please let either: Brendan  
Tel 07870213689 or email: brendan.skeltonfryahoo.co.uk or Kathie Tel 
07792607523 know and we will get a print to you. 

 

The people who contributed to this project 
were: Abi Brown, Abbie Hinds, Alisa Carter, 
Ann Orchard, Archie and Hazel Skelton, 
Brendan Skelton, Caroline Marrow, Chris 
Bussey, David Collins, Deborah Collins, 

Elizabeth Oakley, Emily Brown, Graydon 
Strutt, Jacob Skelton, Jan Vonberg, Jennifer 
Kendrick, Kathie Rebbeck, Ken Elliott, Liz 
Spriggs, Louise Elliott, Margaret Lloyd, 
Rachel Brown, Richard Morgan, Sally Arnold, 
Stephanie Say, Steven Allen, Sue Hinds, 
Tom Arnold, Valerie Meares.  
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Useful information:  
Morning Prayer via Zoom is at 09:00 am on various days. 
Evening Prayer via Zoom Twice a week, on Mondays and Wednesdays 

at 6pm, a number of us join together via Zoom for a short 20 minute 
service of Evening Prayer.  

We use a variety of styles of service and usually include some music – a 
hymn or song. Do join us!  
Links can be found by going into our website - 
https://ewelmebenefice.co.uk/ - and clicking on the link there. .  

The Food Bank is now operating and donations are welcome. Uley 
village shop and both Tesco’s and Sainsbury’s have food donating points 
which can be used. Please continue to donate.  

Holy Communion on Thursdays There is a service of Holy Communion 

at 10am every Thursday in St James, Dursley.  

We will continue to follow the Covid guidelines and so face coverings 
must be worn please and social distancing observed.  

Morning Prayer will be said in St James at 9am on Thursdays.  

Service Sheet for Worship at Home If you are unable to join the Sunday 
services, please do make use of the reflective service for use at home 
alongside the prayers and readings for the day which can be found on 
this pew sheet. If you would like a copy please contact the office 
ewelmeparishoffice@gmail.com  

Pastoral Care Please continue to let Canon Michael (546459), Revd Ian 
Gardner (546895) or Revd Jane Wood (07983 623525) know of those 

who need to be contacted or those who need to be contacted or are in 
hospital and we will get in touch.  

Marion Kee (860364) or Pat Jones (860696) are happy to be contacted 
for Uley, Owlpen and Nympsfield Please continue to check the Ewelme 
Family Facebook page and the Benefice website 
www.ewelmebenefice.co.uk regularly and if there are members who you 
know do not use any of these media, please let them know what is going 
on.  

Printed copies of the weekly pew sheet are available to pick up from the 
porch in St James from Friday lunchtime. The porch will be left open 

every day. Churches are open for private prayer We are extending the 
opening times so that St James in Dursley will be open each day 
between 9.30am and 5pm and St Giles in Uley will be open each day 
between 10am and 3pm. St Bartholomew’s in Nympsfield will continue 
to be opened on Wednesdays and Saturdays. Access to all areas of the 
church buildings will still be restricted as these openings are for private 
prayer and not for general visiting 

  

mailto:ewelmeparishoffice@gmail.com
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The Dursley  

Pet Shop 
 

 17 Parsonage Street,  

Dursley,  

Gloucestershire 

Telephone (01453) 542798 

Pet foods & Accessories,  

Animal Feeding stuffs,  

Seeds, Bulbs & Plants,  

Garden sundries 

Large Range of Wild Bird 

Products 

 
  

Extend for You 
est. 2009 

Movement to Music for the over 55’s and those younger 
in  some cases, aims to improve strength, mobility, co-ordination 

and balance  
to continue an active lifestyle.  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 classes are normally held at St. James Parish Centre Dursley 

TUESDAY  at  2.00pm 

 You can be seated or standing 
 

Covid 19 virus has restricted class 
numbers allowed.  

 

To avoid disappointment please check availability and call 

Barbara Weldon             01453 766421 

email: bandbweldon1@gmail.com    website: extend.org.uk 
  

mailto:bandbweldon1@gmail.com
http://extend.org.uk/
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Communications Office at Church House, 
College Green, Gloucester, GL1 2LY. It is 
available on www.gloucester.anglican.org 

Have your say 

Visit Facebook f/Diocese.of.Gloucester, email Katherine at 
kclamp@glosdioc.org.uk, follow us on Twitter @glosdioc, view videos 
on YouTube Diocese of Gloucester or visit our website 
Gloucester.anglican.org 
 

Bedtime church brings families flocking  

Amy Todd, Children and Youth 
Worker for Vale and Cotswold 

Edge tells about how they have 
stayed connected with local 
families throughout the 
pandemic. 
 

Amy said, “On Sunday nights, we 
started off doing 6pm Bedtime 
Church. Children could come along in 
their pyjamas or dressed as 
superheroes or princesses. The 
children could chat, see one another 

and feel connected. Some families that 
were attending that didn’t come to Sunday school or mainstream 
church. They felt comfortable logging in to something that was aimed at 
children and the parents were around on the periphery. We don’t want 
to lose that connection.” 
 

They started to create family packs full of themed crafts, prayers, 
activities and treats, which proved so popular that families they had 
never had previous contact with started to request them, hearing about 
them through friends. The number of children receiving the packs grew 
from 25 to 100 children plus youth groups for older children. 

Amy said of the older children, “The group of young people we have at 
the moment are passionate about justice, black lives matter, the 
environment…They don’t want to be just a generation that talks about 
issues, they want to help to make change. We need them to know that 
the church doesn’t shy away from issues and that we are engaged with 
it and can provide wisdom and spiritual guidance in all areas of their 
life.” 

Read the full story at https://bit.ly/3vSisym  

http://www.gloucester.anglican.org/
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 D A HILL 
 

Plumbing, Building, Roofing,  
Decorating, Plastering. 

 

Tel: 01453 543249 

 e.mail: dahillbuilding@sky.com 
 

francis.jones@btinternet.com 

mailto:dahillbuilding@sky.com
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 FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS 

 
 

 

FUNERALS: 

We share our thoughts and prayers with the 
families of those who mourn the loss of those 
they love. We remember those who have died: 

 

25th May Dave Fittall at St James 

7th June Kathleen Foster at Cheltenham crematorium 

8th June Eric Averiss at Gloucester crematorium 

 
***************************************** 

 
 

 
There is still no rota (that I am aware of at the 

moment) but Ann Orchard is setting one in motion, so if 
you can help out I’m sure she will be able to fit you in! 
Please note it is not strictly a female occupation either!! 

 
 
 
 

 

100 CLUB 
100 Club draw for June as follows:- 

1st  182 - Glena Neale 

2nd  102 - Rev Ian Gardner 

3rd 171 - Gill Mather 

                                                      Sarah 

 

BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES 

AND 

 DEATHS 



 

…… 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paul Daniels – Principal 

 

Dursley CofE Academy,  
School Road,  
Dursley,  
GL11 4NZ 

t: 01453 542304 e:admin@dursley.gloucs.sch.uk  

e: www.dursleycofeprimaryschool.org.uk 

Diocese of Gloucester Academies Trust. 

Registered in England Company Number 
08149299 

 

http://www.dursleycofeprimaryschool.org.uk/


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Useful Telephone Numbers 

 

TO BOOK THE PARISH CENTRE.  

Clive Orchard Tel: 549280 

E-mail: ewelmeparishoffice@gmail.com  

BELLRINGERS 

Elizabeth ByrneTel: 543536. 

100 CLUB 

Sarah Hodge Tel: 545155 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH 

Diane Ansell Tel: 546169 

 

 

Follow us on Twitter: @ParishofDursley 

 

Visit us on Facebook: Ewelme Benefice Family 

THE PARISH CHURCH OF ST JAMES THE GREAT  
WITH ST MARK’S WOODMANCOTE 

 

       St James Church open  
 
Each day between 9.30am and 5.00pm 
Access to all areas of the church building will be 
restricted as these openings are for private prayer and 
not general visiting. 

 

 
 

 

mailto:ewelmeparishoffice@gmail.com

