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Sunday 28th February 2021 
Second Sunday of Lent  

 

Collect 
Almighty God, you show to those who are in error the 
light of your truth, that they may return to the way of 
righteousness: grant to all those who are admitted into 
the fellowship of Christ’s religion, that they may reject 
those things that are contrary to their profession, and 
follow all such things as are agreeable to the same; 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,  
now and forever.    Amen 
 

Old Testament Reading:  Genesis 17: 1-7, 15-16 
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord 
appeared to Abram, and said to him, "I am God Almighty; 
walk before me, and be blameless.  And I will make my 
covenant between me and you, and will make you 
exceedingly numerous."  Then Abram fell on his face; 
and God said to him, "As for me, this is my covenant with 
you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations.  
No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name 
shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a 
multitude of nations.  I will make you exceedingly fruitful; 
and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from 
you.  I will establish my covenant between me and you, 
and your offspring after you throughout their generations, 
for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your 
offspring after you.  God said to Abraham, "As for Sarai 
your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be 
her name.  I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a 
son by her.  I will bless her, and she shall give rise to 
nations; kings of peoples shall come from her." 
 

Psalm 22: 23 - 31 
23 You who fear the Lord, praise him! 

All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him; 
stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel! 

24 For he did not despise or abhor the affliction of the 
afflicted; he did not hide his face from me, 
but heard when I cried to him. 

25 From you comes my praise in the great congregation; 
my vows I will pay before those who fear him. 

26 The poor shall eat and be satisfied; those who seek 
him shall praise the Lord. 
May your hearts live for ever! 

27 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to 
the Lord; and all the families of the nations shall 
worship before him. 

28 For dominion belongs to the Lord, 
and he rules over the nations. 

29  To him, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow 
down; before him shall bow all who go down to the 
dust, and I shall live for him. 

30 Posterity will serve him;  
future generations will be told about the Lord, 

31 and proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn, 
saying that he has done it. 

 

New Testament Reading:  Romans 4: 13-25 
For the promise that he would inherit the world did not 
come to Abraham or to his descendants through the law 
but through the righteousness of faith.  If it is the 
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null 
and the promise is void.  For the law brings wrath; but 
where there is no law, neither is there violation.  For this 
reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may 
rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, 
not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who 
share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of 
us, as it is written, "I have made you the father of many 
nations") in the presence of the God in whom he 
believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into 
existence the things that do not exist.  Hoping against 
hope, he believed that he would become "the father of 
many nations," according to what was said, "So 
numerous shall your descendants be."  He did not 
weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which 
was already as good as dead (for he was about a 
hundred years old), or when he considered the 
barrenness of Sarah's womb.  No distrust made him 
waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong 
in his faith as he gave glory to God, being fully convinced 
that God was able to do what he had promised. 
Therefore his faith "was reckoned to him as 
righteousness."  Now the words, "it was reckoned to 
him," were written not for his sake alone, but for ours 
also.  It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who 
raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was handed 
over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our 
justification.  
 

The Gospel:  Mark 8: 31 - 38 
Jesus began to teach his disciples that the Son of Man 
must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the 
elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, 
and after three days rise again.  He said all this quite 
openly.  And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 
him.  But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked 
Peter and said, "Get behind me, Satan!  For you are 
setting your mind not on divine things but on human 
things."  He called the crowd with his disciples, and said 
to them, "If any want to become my followers, let them 
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.  
For those who want to save their life will lose it, and 
those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of 
the gospel, will save it.  For what will it profit them to gain 
the whole world and forfeit their life?  Indeed, what can 
they give in return for their life?  Those who are ashamed 
of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful 
generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed 
when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy 
angels."  

 

Post-communion prayer 
Almighty God, you see that we have no power of ourselves to 
help ourselves: keep us both outwardly in our bodies, 
and inwardly in our souls; that we may be defended from all 
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adversities which may happen to the body, and from all evil 
thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen 

Reflection 
May I dare to speak in the name of God, Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit. 

From our Gospel reading:  ‘Then Jesus began to teach 
that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering.....’ 
As we make our way through Lent, I ask you to walk with 
me in my thinking this morning on a well-trod journey but 
looking at things a bit differently.. 
I ask the question:  Does God work for us, or with us? 
As many of you know I spent over ten years working as a 
hospice chaplain in Herefordshire.  In the many hundreds 
of conversations I had with patients and families, one 
theme was very common.  They would say to me that in 
the early days of their diagnosis they saw a hospital 
consultant who simply told them what he could do for 
them.  This was the pattern of treatment which the 
hospital could provide, this drug, that radiotherapy and so 
on.  They felt that they were a pawn in the whole scheme 
of hospital work and a pawn who had no say in their 
treatment.  The underlying agenda was that the experts 
knew better.    
When they came to the Hospice, there was a totally 
different approach.  The hugely experienced palliative 
care doctors wanted to work with the patients and their 
families on their illness journey. The doctor was trying to 
see the world through the patient’s eyes.  They would ask 
for instance whether on particular days the patient 
wanted to be wider awake but with a little more pain as 
they were having special  visitors that day; or did they 
want to have a well-sedated day.  These conversations 
helped the patient and their families to feel that they were 
part of the journey and not just pawns in a bigger game. 
They mattered. They felt much freer to talk about how 
they were really feeling in the knowledge that there were 
an intrinsic part of the journey. It was a genuine, if 
unequal, partnership.  
Sam Wells, who is the vicar of St Martin-in-the-Fields in 
London has written a very short book called ‘Hanging by 
a thread’. I have read it many times and find myself 
moved and helped by his thinking. He asks that question 
with which I began.  Does God work for us, or with us?  
He says that on the whole the Christian Church tries to 
make the cross as God working ‘for’ us. God the source 
of all power and authority who does everything from 
creation to final salvation. The God who creates,  
condemns and saves those who get it. It all happens as a 
plan from on high, which we can either believe or not.  It 
happens without partnership and all human beings have 
to do is to respond.  The God who fixes our problem with 
sin and death.  The God who works for us is one, Sam 
Wells says, who becomes the one we look to, to solve 
our problem with sin. A God whose justice we fear, and 
the God whom we blame when things go wrong.  A God 
out there, totally separated from humanity. 
He says that this is very different from the God in Christ 
we discover in the Gospels.  That God identifies with us, 
walks with us both in the green pastures and also in 
places of danger.  He asks us to walk with him to 
Jerusalem, to Calvary and to the cross.   The God who 
works with us is the God who in Christ became one of us, 
by entering our world alongside us as we are.  
The cross  shows us how deeply humanity resists the 
idea of God being with us, and yet how willing God is at 
any cost to be with us regardless. You may remember 
that on the cross,  two thieves were  talking to Jesus on 

the cross. One recognises the failed God who works for 
us – save yourself and us.  The other simply says  
‘remember me’  not ‘save me’. Jesus replies you will be 
with me in paradise. Being with God is what the creation 
and the cross are about.  Not just in the future but now.   
The cross is not simply an attempt to please an angry 
God or an attempt to rescue or redeem.  It is a powerful 
demonstration of God’s longing to be with us to share our 
life totally with all our failures, darkness and fears. If we 
can trust God enough for us to face honestly who we are 
the dark side as well as the bright, the God who wants to 
work with us for transformation; the transformation of 
ourselves and our world. The God who astonishingly 
invites us to be with Christ in paradise. In the face of all 
that, the human response was to kill Jesus. 
That invitation is there for us today. Are we willing to be 
part of this story of partnership, even if it isn’t a rescue 
story as sometimes it is painted.   If there is any truth in 
what I have said, then the words of our gospel today and 
the psalm have meaning for us.  In the gospel reading 
Jesus lays out the possibility of what can happen to him.  
Jesus invites his disciples to walk with him through the 
dark days which the writer of St Mark’s Gospel fully 
understood because it is likely that the land of Israel was 
torn with violence and death at the time he was writing.  It 
was a different sort of Messiah from that which the 
disciples were expecting as we discover  in Peter’s 
response.  God invites us to walk with him, as God works 
with us.  We become partners, I acknowledge unequal 
partners but partners nevertheless with God, in his loving 
vision of a world of justice, love and care.  The Gospel 
reading reminds us that that is not an easy road by any 
means. How easy it is to blame God for the terrible things 
which happen, but instead we need to try to see that God 
is within us at all times, working constantly for good and 
wellbeing. But in the spirit of honesty and partnership I 
can still rage in my prayers against what is happening in 
our world and at times to me.  
The psalm of which we heard the second part, begins 
with the words which are familiar to us on Good Friday:  
‘My God, my God why hast thou forsaken me?’  The 
writer in his depths believes that God has forsaken him 
and that is why he cannot cope.  The part of the psalm 
which we heard this morning has a totally different feel.  It 
tells of a God who does not abandon the people.  But 
hears them in their distress.  God among his people who 
shares their sufferings and remains there with them 
whatever happens.  The psalmist is certain that he can 
live through God.  It is a triumphant end to the psalm 
which reflects on the pain of human existence at times.  
These are words which can strengthen us in the dark 
times.  
I go back to my question with which I began:  Does God 
for work us, or with us, or perhaps both?  It is worth 
reflecting on how you react to that  yourself during the 
next weeks of Lent.                      Revd David Vonberg 

Intercessions      
In our prayers today, there will be a brief pause for 
individual prayer after each section.   

The response to the following petition,  
‘Lord, meet us in the silence’, is ‘And hear our prayer’.  
 

We hold in our prayers Bishops Rachel and Robert and 
Archdeacons Hilary and Phil as they continue to lead and 
support us in uncertain times.  We pray for David Russell, 
our Area Dean and for all congregations in the Deanery, 
particularly those which are currently without a parish 
priest. 
 



Nearer to home, we pray for Michael, Ian, Jane, Richard, 
David, Tony and Paula as they continue their ministry 
amongst us with only limited face-to-face contact.  We 
rejoice that through the medium of technology so many of 
us are able to join together to worship You today, Lord, 
while remembering those in our parishes who are not 
able to join with us in this way but are very much with us 
in spirit.  And we give thanks for the additional 
opportunities to be closer to you in this season of Lent, 
enabled by on-line study groups and combined Churches 
Together services. 
Lord, meet us in the silence    And hear our prayer  
 

We pray for Your guidance and support for all in 
government and for all leaders with hard decisions to 
make as they endeavour to steer a safe course towards a 
resumption of normal life. 
 

Help each one of us to be gentle with ourselves and with 
others in these difficult times.  Help us to be to others as 
we would wish them to be to us - when we fail, forgive us 
and when they fail, heal us. 
 

We give you thanks, Lord, for the beauty of our local 
surroundings here in Uley and Dursley, which continue to 
sustain us even through the dark days of winter.  We give 
thanks for the signs of new life appearing around us as 
spring approaches, and we ask that we might be 
strengthened by these signs of hope and new beginning 
as we seek to move forward - with the confidence that 
You are working with us - to a new, more just, more 
equitable and more sustainable future for ourselves, for 
all mankind and all creation.    
Lord, meet us in the silence    And hear our prayer  
 

We give thanks for our families, friends, and neighbours, 
those who we love and those who love us, those who are 
near to us and those whose company we miss.  We 
thank you Lord for those involved in the development, 
production and administering of Covid vaccinations 
world-wide. We pray for all who work to bring support, 
care, healing and compassion: for all frontline workers, 
for medical staff and carers and particularly today for all 
teachers as schools prepare to reopen.  May they all be 
supported through their long hours of toil by the 
knowledge that You are working with them to support and 
care for all mankind. 
Lord, meet us in the silence    And hear our prayer  
 

We pray for those afflicted by the ongoing pandemic – 
particularly those in less wealthy and less developed 
countries.   We pray for all those around us who are 
affected by physical, emotional, or mental illness.   In our 
Benefice, we pray today for those who are suffering or in 
need, and those who otherwise depend on our prayers: 
John, Dave, Bob, Sue, Lynne, Mary, Frances, Janet, 
Joan, Norma, Anna, Dorothy, Kevin, Phil, Pat, Joan, 
Jean, Robin, Jacquelin, Simon. In a moment’s silence, 
we pray for any such people known to us individually.  
Lord, meet us in the silence    And hear our prayer  
 

We remember particularly in our prayers today those who 
have died recently in the benefice: amongst them David 
Jackson, Herbert Iles, Joseph Desoisa, Catherine 
Russell and Bryan Harris. 
We give You thanks for their life amongst us.  We pray 
for their families and for others left behind who grieve for 
them, asking that they may be comforted by the 
knowledge of Your love for them and for all mankind, and 
sustained by the care and support of our church and local 
communities and of all those around them. 

We also pray for any known to us individually who have 
died recently. 
Lord, meet us in the silence    And hear our prayer  
 

Let us commend ourselves, and all for whom we pray, 
to the mercy and protection of God. 
 

Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, 
you know our needs before we ask, 
and our ignorance in asking: 
have compassion on our weakness, 
and give us those things  
which for our unworthiness we dare not, 
and for our blindness we cannot ask. 
 

Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen 
 

David Thomas 

If you would like someone who is currently unwell or in 
particular need of prayer to be named on the weekly pew 
sheet, please email the parish office giving the person’s 
name and also your name as the contact  

 
Sunday services continue via Zoom 
The decision to return to online services was made 
to support the ‘Stay at Home’ message of this 
lockdown, to keep everyone as safe as possible and 
to protect the NHS at this current time.  At the 
moment here will not be any services in our 
churches.  This will be kept under review as the 
implications for the lifting of lockdown restrictions 
become clearer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Zoom Service for Sunday 28th February 
Topic: Ewelme Benefice Service Holy Communion 
Time: Feb 28, 2021 09:30 AM London 
To join Zoom Service 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81098769180?pwd=SHg0
dFpQRkd2eGNrL2ZWTjQwcWc2Zz09 
Meeting ID: 810 9876 9180            Passcode: 772319 
To join by phone, dial:  0203 901 7895 or 0131 460 
1196 United Kingdom 
Meeting ID: 810 9876 9180            Passcode: 772319 
About an hour after the service, a recording will be 
uploaded to YouTube. Go into YouTube and search 
Ewelme Benefice. 
 

Evening Prayer via Zoom  
We are continuing the pattern of Evening Prayer at 
6pm via Zoom.  
The joining details you need are:- 
Topic: Evening Prayer Tue 2nd, Wed 3rd, Thu 4th 
March 2021 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85049132403?pwd=cXNxZ
lBKVXJmb0QrSXltZ3NhV3padz09 
Meeting ID: 850 4913 2403    Passcode: 948430 
To Join by phone dial;  0203 051 2874 or 0131 460 
1196 United Kingdom 
Meeting ID: 850 4913 2403    Passcode: 948430 
Service booklets will be available to download via the 
Ewelme Benefice website www.ewelmebenefice.co.uk  
If you require a printed copy, please email Clive on 
ewelmeparishoffice@gmail.com or leave a message 
for him on 549280. 

 

ewelmeparishoffice@gmail.com or leave a message 
for him on 549280. 
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To mark our support for Fairtrade Fortnight we are 
holding an informal service on Zoom. 
The format will be a little different and we are 
excited to welcome our guest speakers Max 
Milward, Business Engagement Officer from 
Fairtrade and Dr Emily Wills our local Fair Trader for 
Traidcraft. We invite you to join our worship with 
your Fairtrade cuppa, cake, biscuit or maybe a 
banana if you have given up cake for Lent 

ALL ARE VERY WELCOME. 
 

 

Next Sunday 7th March  

Informal Worship 

10 am on Zoom 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please continue to check the Ewelme Family Facebook 
page and the Benefice website 

www.ewelmebenefice.co.uk regularly and if there are 
members who you know do not use any of these media, 

please let them know what is going on. 

Printed copies of the weekly pew sheet are available to pick 
up from the porch in St James from Friday lunchtime.  The 

porch will be left open every day.  For those who can’t come 
into Dursley, especially from Nympsfield or Uley, please do 

contact the office if you know of someone who would 
appreciate a printed copy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Churches can still be open for private prayer 
The pattern for opening the churches continues to be: 
St James, Dursley: Mondays & Thursdays from 9.30am 
St Giles, Uley: Tuesdays & Fridays from 10am 
St Bart’s, Nympsfield: Wednesdays & Sats from 10am 
 

Service Sheet for Worship at Home  
If you are unable to join the Sunday services, please 
do make use of the reflective service for use at home 
alongside the prayers and readings for the day which 
can be found on this pew sheet.     
If you would like a copy please contact the office   
ewelmeparishoffice@gmail.com 

 

Churches Together in Cam, 
Dursley and District 

 

UNITED LENT SERVICES 2021 
Sundays at 6 pm   via Zoom 

 

THE PRAYERS OF JESUS 

Refresh your relationship with God by exploring 
the way Jesus Himself prayed to His Father. 
Focusing on six of the prayers of Jesus  

Feb 28th The Raising of Lazarus 

‘that they may believe that you sent me’  

John 11.42 

Led by Fiona Crocker 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88592453248?pwd=M
kd2Umk4TVYxZ3FVT0srZWFlSDRjZz09 

Meeting ID: 885 9245 3248 
Passcode: 521765 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Morning Prayer on Wednesdays March 2021 
A small group has been meeting at 9am on 
Wednesday mornings on Zoom to say Morning 
Prayer together. Anyone is very welcome to join; it 
takes about 20 minutes and we use the service of 
Common Worship Morning Prayer. The words can be 
shared on screen for those who don’t have them. We 
can arrange for a copy of the service book to be 
borrowed or there is an App which can be 
downloaded.  
To join use this Zoom link for Morning Prayer on the 5 
Wednesdays in March, starting on the 3rd. The same 
link works for all five Wednesdays:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86317289024?pwd=blZIR
Wdpdy9lZ2sycVpDN3Rlc3ZFdz09 
 

 

Lent Groups and Lent reflections 
We’re running 2 study groups during Lent.  Paula 
Rix is leading a group at 7.30pm on Monday evenings 
and Canon Michael and Revd Jane are sharing a 
group on Wednesday afternoons at 2.30pm.   
We are using material from the C of E; #Live Lent: 
God’s story, Our Story.  
There are also daily reflections that run alongside 
the course for those who would like them.  These can 
be accessed via an app or they can be received 
each day by email.  All the details about how to do 
this can be found here: 
https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/livelent-
2021-church-resources-gods-story-our-story 

Fairtrade Fortnight 22 February- 7 March 
Despite having contributed least to the climate 
crisis, farmers and workers Central America, 
South East Asia, West Africa and low lying islands 
are feeling its worst effects already - rising sea 
levels, increasingly frequent extreme weather, 
and declining soil quality. 
Unless they earn more, they will not be able to 
able to both deliver the essentials to their families 
and invest in the climate smart farming techniques 
they need to survive the changing climate. 
By choosing Fairtrade, we choose to stand with 
the farmers and workers on the front line of the 
climate crisis. Look out for the Fairtrade symbol 
when you shop, or visit traidcraftshop.co.uk to 
order online. (If you prefer, email me with your 
order, and I will place it with the local Traidcraft 
rep). Please also pray for those who work so hard 
in increasingly difficult conditions to produce the 
goods we enjoy. 
Jan Vonberg (janmcurt@yahoo.co.uk) 
PS There is an online festival ‘Choose the World 
You Want’ taking place during the fortnight - 
details at action.fairtrade.org.uk 

 

The Traidcraft Spring catalogue is here! I have 
copies which I can deliver to those who would like 
one (please email or ring 
me: janmcurt@yahoo.co.uk, 01453 519506), or 
you can explore it online at traidcraftshop.co.uk. It 
has some new products and, looking ahead a bit, 
lovely Easter cards and eggs.  nnn    Jan Vonberg. 
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Pastoral Care  
Please continue to let Canon Michael (546459), Revd Ian 
Gardner (546895) or Revd Jane Wood (07983 623525) 
know of those who need to be contacted or those who  
 

Parish Office is closed 
During the current lockdown, Clive will be working from 
home.  You can email him on 
ewelmeparishoffice@gmail.com  He will also check for 
any messages left on the office answer machine. 
 

Please continue to check the Ewelme Family Facebook page 
and the Benefice website www.ewelmebenefice.co.uk 
regularly and if there are members who you know do not use 
any of these media, please let them know what is going on. 

Printed copies of the weekly pew sheet are available to 
pick up from the porch in St James from Friday lunchtime.  
The porch will be left open every day.  For those who can’t 
come into Dursley, especially from Nympsfield or Uley, 
please do contact the office if you know of someone who 

would appreciate a printed copy. 
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Stewardship, Parish Giving Scheme, gifts 

and donations  
  

Very many thanks to all members of our church 
community who have helped us financially by registering 
for the Parish Giving Scheme, increasing contributions 
through the Parish Giving Scheme, sending cheques to 
the treasurers or making bank transfers into our parish 
bank accounts.   
These acts of generosity are really, really appreciated.  
 
Please visit our website for quick and tax efficient online 
ways of giving - 
https://ewelmebenefice.co.uk/coronavirus/ .  
 

You can also donate directly via on-line banking:  
Uley account:   
Barclays 20-33-83 A/C 43042057   
 

Dursley account:   
Lloyds 30-98-29 A/C 02391588   
Dursley PCC  
 

Visit us on Facebook:  Ewelme Benefice Family    

 

Christingle Marmalade 2020-2021 
in aid of The Children’s Society 
Delicious home made 3 fruit marmalades 

made with sweet and Seville oranges with lemons or 
lime 

453g jar £3.00        340g jar £2.50 

Please ring Liz Rymer 860520 
or Prue Vernon 860329 to book quantity and  arrange 

collection – or email the parish office  
Please pay on line to the Uley with Owlpen & 
Nympsfield Parochial Church Council account 

Sort Code 20-33-83 A/C 43042057 with the reference 
‘marmalade’  It’s very good! 

Christian Aid 
 

Bishop Rachel writes in the Gloucester Diocese 
Bulletin: 

“As you and your family members are vaccinated, 
I would like to encourage you to show your 
thanksgiving by making a donation to the work of 
Christian Aid. Whilst the cost of vaccination in the 
Global South is being met , organisations such as 
Christian Aid are working with communities where 
the impact of Covid has added further pain, 
struggles and challenges to those which already 
existed, amid poverty, injustice and lack of 
resources.” 

 

Food Bank 
The Food Bank is now operating and donations are 
welcome.  Uley village shop and both Tesco’s and 
Sainsbury’s have food donating points which can be 
used. Please continue to donate. 
Why not use this Adlent calendar (a reverse advent 
calendar) to make daily donations during Lent 

mailto:ewelmeparishoffice@gmail.com
http://www.ewelmebenefice.co.uk/
https://ewelmebenefice.co.uk/coronavirus/
https://ewelmebenefice.co.uk/coronavirus/
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