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Sunday 19th September 2021 
Trinity 16 

8.00am       Holy Communion, St James 
        Revd Ian Gardner 

10.00am      Parish Holy Communion, St Giles 
            Revd Jane Wood / Revd Canon Michael Cozens 

10.30am      Service of the Word, St Marks 
       Revd Ian Gardner 

12.30pm      Holy Baptism, St James 
        Revd Canon Michael Cozens 

 

 

Collect 
O Lord, we beseech you mercifully to hear the prayers of 
your people who call upon you; and grant that they may 
both perceive and know what things they ought to do, and 
also may have grace and power faithfully to fulfil them; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.   Amen 

 

Old Testament Reading: Wisdom 1:16-2:1, 12-22 
The ungodly by their words and deeds summoned death; 
considering him a friend, they pined away and made a 
covenant with him, because they are fit to belong to his 
company. For they reasoned unsoundly, saying to 
themselves, "Short and sorrowful is our life, and there is no 
remedy when a life comes to its end, and no one has been 
known to return from Hades. Let us lie in wait for the 
righteous man, because he is inconvenient to us and 
opposes our actions; he reproaches us for sins against the 
law, and accuses us of sins against our training. 
He professes to have knowledge of God, and calls himself 
a child of the Lord. He became to us a reproof of our 
thoughts; the very sight of him is a burden to us, because 
his manner of life is unlike that of others, and his ways are 
strange. We are considered by him as something base, 
and he avoids our ways as unclean;  
he calls the last end of the righteous happy, and boasts 
that God is his father. Let us see if his words are true, and 
let us test what will happen at the end of his life; for if the 
righteous man is God's child, he will help him, and will 
deliver him from the hand of his adversaries. Let us test 
him with insult and torture, so that we may find out how 
gentle he is, and make trial of his forbearance. 
Let us condemn him to a shameful death, for, according to 
what he says, he will be protected." Thus they reasoned, 
but they were led astray, for their wickedness blinded 
them, and they did not know the secret purposes of God, 
nor hoped for the wages of holiness,  
nor discerned the prize for blameless souls; 

New Testament Reading: James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a 
Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by 
your good life that your works are done with gentleness 
born of wisdom. But if you have bitter envy and selfish 
ambition in your hearts, do not be boastful and false to 
the truth. Such wisdom does not come down from above, 
but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. For where there is 
envy and selfish ambition, there will also be disorder and 
wickedness of every kind. But the wisdom from above is 
first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of 
mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or 
hypocrisy. And a harvest of righteousness is sown in 
peace for those who make peace. 
Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they 
come from? Do they not come from your cravings that 
are at war within you? You want something and do not 
have it; so you commit murder. And you covet something 
and cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and 
conflicts. You do not have, because you do not ask. You 
ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, in 
order to spend what you get on your pleasures. 
Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and 
he will flee from you. Draw near to God, and he will draw 
near to you. 
 

The Gospel:   Mark 9: 30 - 37 
They went on from there and passed through Galilee. He 
did not want anyone to know it; for he was teaching his 
disciples, saying to them, "The Son of Man is to be 
betrayed into human hands, and they will kill him, and 
three days after being killed, he will rise again."  
But they did not understand what he was saying and 
were afraid to ask him. 
Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the 
house he asked them, "What were you arguing about on 
the way?" But they were silent, for on the way they had 
argued with one another who was the greatest. He sat 
down, called the twelve, and said to them, "Whoever 
wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all." 
Then he took a little child and put it among them; and 
taking it in his arms, he said to them, "Whoever 
welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and 
whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one 
who sent me." 
 

Post-communion prayer  

Almighty God, you have taught us through your Son 
that love is the fulfilling of the law: grant that we may 
love you with our whole heart and our neighbours as 
ourselves; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 

Reflection 
Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by 
your good life that your works are done with gentleness 
born of wisdom. James 3. 13 
 

Questions that make us think and reflect on our lives, are 
very important. They can act as a spur...”I can do better”, 
or act like a break.... “I need to do it differently and 
change”. 
 

The scriptures of the New Testament in particular, have a 
way of making us think differently. They do this by 
reflecting everything that is written, through the 
knowledge of the life of Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus is the 
one who makes us think differently about life and asks 
questions about how we might choose to live it. 
 

James' epistle letter is like holding a mirror up and 
saying, “this is how you are living your lives, it doesn't 
look good and it could be better”. Living lives that are 
divided, leads to conflict. Living lives that are in conflict, 
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leads to division and division can take us down the road 
of unhealthy competition, about who is better and more 
valued. “For where there is envy and selfish ambition, 
there will also be disorder and wickedness of every kind. 
But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, 
without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy”. James 3. 16-17. 
 

Jesus too, asks questions, very often at moments where 
decisions need to made, or where people need to 
understand what the future holds and where their journey 
is leading them. 
 

If division and competition was in the hearts and minds of 
the disciples, then they had missed the basic 
understanding of who Jesus was and what He was 
saying. "What were you arguing about on the way?" But 
they were silent, for on the way they had argued with one 
another who was the greatest. Mark 9. 33-35 
 

Jesus confronts the disciples with what is arguably the 
most difficult part of following Christ and living a Christian 
life. "Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and 
servant of all." Mark 9. 35. Living a life in service to 
others will surely mean sacrifice and where does sacrifice 
and service fit in a world of success, status and personal 
fulfilment? 
 

These are questions and decisions about living our lives, 
that we have to confront and make for ourselves. We 
have help of course, as James' epistle makes clear, “a 
harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those who 
make peace. Draw near to God, and he will draw near to 
you”. James 3.18 & 4. 8. 
 

Perhaps to help the disciples and indeed us the reader to 
see more clearly, Jesus takes us back to childhood.  
“Then he took a little child.....Whoever welcomes one 
such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever 
welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent 
me." Mark 9. 37. In a child, there is surely new 
beginnings, hopes and dreams, learning and 
opportunities? Is this what God is calling us to be and to 
understand, that resting in God and trusting in His 
guidance alone, we, like a child, can be so much more 
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                                                               Revd Ian Gardner  

Intercessions                  
Please remember in your prayers for  
Bob, Sue, Lynne, Frances, Emily, Phil, Janet, Keith, Ian, 
Joan, Siobhan, Susie, Geoff, Mary, Rita Sally, Tess  
 and for those who have recently died: 
Ronald Jackson, John Reginald White, Mary Powell and 
Douglas Hobbs  
If you would like someone who is currently unwell or in  
particular need of prayer to be named on the weekly pew 
sheet, please email the parish office giving the person’s 
name and also your name as the contact  

Service Sheet for Worship at Home  
If you are unable to join the Sunday services, please do 
make use of the reflective service for use at home 
alongside the prayers and readings for the day which can 
be found on this pew sheet.     
If you would like a copy please contact the office   
ewelmeparishoffice@gmail.com 

Pastoral Care  
Please continue to let Canon Michael (546459), Revd Ian 
Gardner (546895) or Revd Jane Wood (07983 623525) 
know of those who need to be contacted or those who 
need to be contacted or are in hospital and we will get in 
touch.  Marion Kee (860364) or Pat Jones (860696)are 
happy to be contacted for Uley, Owlpen and Nympsfield 

Please continue to check the Ewelme Family Facebook 
page and the Benefice website 
www.ewelmebenefice.co.uk regularly and if there are 
members who you know do not use any of these media, 
please let them know what is going on. 

Printed copies of the weekly pew sheet are available to 
pick up from the porch in St James from Friday lunchtime.  
The porch will be left open every day.  For those who can’t 
come into Dursley, especially from Nympsfield or Uley, 
please do contact the office if you know of someone who 

would appreciate a printed copy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Live stream Service 19th September 
Trinity 16 

. We plan to live stream the Service of Holy 
Communion from St Giles on Sunday 19th 
September. The link can be found by going into our 
website - https://ewelmebenefice.co.uk/ and clicking 
on the link there, or go into YouTube and enter 
‘Ewelme Benefice’ in the Search Box, hit enter and 
select the service.  Please note - the stream will start 
at about 9.50am; the service starts at 10am. After the 
service the stream will convert to a recording which 
can be viewed from about 12noon.  
When there is a stream failure go to the Cathedral 
service – Link 
https://gloucestercathedral.org.uk/services-live-
stream. 
For technical reasons, it is not possible to run a Zoom 
link to services from St Giles at present.  
 

Morning Prayer in September via Zoom 
Morning Prayer is usually said every Wednesday via 
Zoom. The link can be found by going into our 
website - https://ewelmebenefice.co.uk/ -  and 
clicking on the link there. If needed, Meeting ID: 893 
3298 0143    Passcode: 899154 
 

Evening Prayer via Zoom 
Twice a week, on Mondays and Wednesdays at 6pm,  
a number of us join together via Zoom for a short 20 
minute service of Evening Prayer. We use a variety of  
 styles of service and usually include some music – a  
hymn or song. Do join us! The link can be found by  
going into our website - https://ewelmebenefice.co.uk/  
 - and clicking on the link there. If needed, the Meeting  
 ID: 893 3298 0143 Passcode: 899154  
 

This week 
Mon 20th 11.00am  Burial of Ashes, St James 
  6.00pm   Evening Prayer via Zoom 

Tues 21st 12.30pm  Blessing of Marriage, St James  
  7.30pm   Churches Together AGM, Tab 

Wed 22nd 9.00am   Morning Prayer via Zoom 
 6.00pm   Evening Prayer via Zoom 
  7.30pm   Deanery Synod, Wickwar 

Thurs 23rd  9.00am   Morning Prayer, St James 
 10.00am Holy Communion, St James 

Fri 24th 4.00pm   Wedding Rehearsal, Holy Cross 

Sat 25th 10.30am Messy Church, St Giles 
  1.30pm , Holy Cross, Wedding of  
       Timothy Hand & Emma Stackwell 
  3.30pm    Readers’ Service, Cathedral 

To access the links to the Zoom services go to the 
website www.ewelmebenefice.co.uk 
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Sat 25th September 
10.30am  - 12 noon 

St Giles Church 
Come and join us for an informal time of 
worship which will include fun activities to 
make and do and refreshments to share  
Please note, children must be accompanied 
by an adult for the service. 
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If you shop online using Amazon 

The benefice has opened an Amazon Smile accounts  
for both parishes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your 
eligible purchases every time you use the link 
Same products, same prices, same services. 
Please use the following links: 

Uley  https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1190805-0 

Dursley   https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1130972-0 

A date for your diary  
 Paula Rix will be licensed as a Reader to minister in  
the Ewelme Benefice during a service in Gloucester  
Cathedral on Saturday 25th September at 3.30pm. At  
the moment there are no restrictions on numbers  
attending the service so anyone is welcome. Please  
keep Paula in your prayers as she prepares for this  
new stage of ministry.  
 

Parish Office is closed 

During the current restrictions, Clive will be working 
from home.  You can email him on 
ewelmeparishoffice@gmail.com  He will also check 
for any messages left on the office answer machine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 26th September Trinity 17 
10.00am  Parish Holy Communion, St James 
10.00am  Parish Holy Communion, St Giles 

 

 

 

 

Dursley C of E Academy 
On Wednesday & Thursday this week, interviews are 
taking place to appoint a new Principal for the 
Academy.  Please pray for the candidates, the 
interview [panel and the Academy community 
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Stewardship, Parish Giving Scheme, gifts 
and donations  

 Very many thanks to all members of our church 
community who have helped us financially by registering 
for the Parish Giving Scheme, increasing contributions 
through the Parish Giving Scheme, sending cheques to 
the treasurers or making bank transfers into our parish 
bank accounts.   
These acts of generosity are really, really appreciated.  
 
Please visit our website for quick and tax efficient online 
ways of giving - 
https://ewelmebenefice.co.uk/coronavirus/ .  
 

You can also donate directly via on-line banking:  
Uley account:   
Barclays 20-33-83 A/C 43042057   
 

Dursley account:   
Lloyds 30-98-29 A/ 
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