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Collect 
Lord, you have taught us that all our doings without 
love are nothing worth: send your Holy Spirit and pour 
into our hearts that most excellent gift of love, the true 
bond of peace and of all virtues, without which whoever 
lives is counted dead before you. Grant this for your 
only Son Jesus Christ’s sake, who is alive and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever  Amen 
 

Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 17: 22-end  
Thus says the Lord God: I myself will take a sprig 
from the lofty top of a cedar; I will set it out. 
I will break off a tender one from the topmost of its young 
twigs; I myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain.  
On the mountain height of Israel I will plant it,  in order 
that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, and become a 
noble cedar.  Under it every kind of bird will live; in the 
shade of its branches will nest winged creatures of every 
kind. 
All the trees of the field shall know that I am the Lord. 
I bring low the high tree, I make high the low tree; 
I dry up the green tree and make the dry tree flourish. 
I the Lord have spoken; I will accomplish it. 
 

New Testament Reading: 2 Corinthians 5: 6-10, 14-17 

So we are always confident; even though we know that 
while we are at home in the body we are away from the 
Lord--for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we do have 
confidence, and we would rather be away from the body 
and at home with the Lord. So whether we are at home 
or away, we make it our aim to please him. For all of us 
must appear before the judgement seat of Christ, so that 
each may receive recompense for what has been done in 
the body, whether good or evil. 
For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are 
convinced that one has died for all; therefore all have 
died. And he died for all, so that those who live might live 
no longer for themselves, but for him who died and was 
raised for them. From now on, therefore, we regard no 
one from a human point of view; even though we once 
knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no 
longer in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is a 
new creation: everything old has passed away; see, 
everything has become new! 
 

HOLY GOSPEL:   Mark 4:26-34 

Jesus said, "The kingdom of God is as if someone would 
scatter seed on the ground, and would sleep and rise 

night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he 
does not know how. The earth produces of itself, first the 
stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. But 
when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, 
because the harvest has come. He also said, "With what 
can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will 
we use for it? It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown 
upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; 
yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest 
of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the 
birds of the air can make nests in its shade. "With many 
such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were 
able to hear it; he did not speak to them except in 
parables, but he explained everything in private to his 
disciples. 

Post-communion prayer  
Loving Father, we thank you for feeding us at the supper of 
your Son: sustain us with your Spirit, 
that we may serve you here on earth until our joy is 
complete in heaven, and we share in the eternal banquet 
with Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen 

 

Reflection 

“The love of Christ urges us on.   He died for all so that 
those who live might  live no longer for themselves but for 
him who died and was raised for them.” 
 

What are our motivations for worshipping God or for the 
good we attempt to do in the community? Perhaps for 
some there will be the same reasons – a sense of guilt – 
if we don’t, we can’t be proper Christians – the parable of 
the Sheep and the goats come to mind, or a sense of 
duty.  
 The words of St. Paul can help us: ‘For the love of Christ 
urges us on.’ 
There is a huge mine there to be discovered in that 
simple sentence.   
As the scholars ask us, is that about God’s love in Christ  
for us? Or is it our love for Christ that urges us on?  
We need to start with the love of God in Christ for us.  
That needs to be the starting point for everything we do 
and are.  There is a term which sums this up – the 
prevenient Grace of God.  The grace or love of God for 
each of us before everything else.  One of the glories of 
the baptismal service is that when we baptise an infant, 
we proclaim the important truth that God loves that infant 
totally and completely before any of the promises that the 
parents make or before the infant grows up and can 
make promises for themselves.  
That is the basis of the cross too. It is not about our 
failures and God’s grudging acceptance  of a sacrifice in 
the death of Jesus to take away our sins and failure.  It is 
the overflowing love of God  which welcomes us as we 
are, while recognising our shortcomings and our need to 
be forgiven and healed.  
But the story does not stop there.  That overwhelming 
love of God in Christ urges us on. And here we come to 
the second understanding of those words:  ‘our love for 
Christ’ which is always in response to Christ’s love. This 
is partly about responding in love and thankfulness to 
Christ, hearing and entering into his story as we do each 
week when we celebrate the eucharist. The danger is 
that it becomes a cosy holy huddle: ‘Christ and me’.  
Insulating us from the world.   
But Paul does not let us do that.  Instead he explores 
what our love of Christ can mean. He talks about dying to 
oneself. This is not about losing all our personality and 
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our individualism. St John of the Cross  firmly believed 
that God’s grace does not destroy human nature but 
works through it to lead the individual to full union with 
God. Who we are is  to be found in all our rich diversity.  
It is not becoming a clone of the perfect Christian.  It is 
about learning to let go of those traits  of ours which 
damage others, and ourselves – selfishness, 
thoughtlessness, greed.  And gradually we are learning 
the painful truth about the damage that those 
characteristics is doing to the planet. 
Paul goes on.  That we may no longer live for ourselves.  
How we love Christ is not just about changing and letting 
go, but it is about learning to change the centre of focus 
from ourselves to others.   
Centuries ago it was believed that the earth was the 
centre, and the sun and moon went round the earth.  It 
was a shock to begin to realise that we were not in the 
centre  at all.  For centuries, people presumed that the 
human being was the purpose of the creation, and the 
rest was for our pleasure.  That is being eroded, as we 
begin to acknowledge that we are dependent on a 
healthy and diverse environment. For centuries in this 
country as in others there was the belief that the white 
population was the pinnacle of human race and Black, 
Asian and minority ethnic groups were of lower value – 
which led to exploitation , the slave trade and racial 
prejudice and so on.  That sadly continues to be the case 
for many.  
To learn to live for others as a response to Christ’s love 
for us is to challenge each of those prejudices. It is to put 
Christ at the centre of our thinking and acting and to look 
at the world through his eyes. And to act accordingly.    

Revd David Vonberg 
 

Intercessions   
Faith giving God, 
Let us pray for the world and its peoples.  For those who 
live in fear of famine, being unable to feed their families 
and watching them die.  For all agencies who work to 
provide not only food but means to help all to feed 
themselves.  For governments to see the need to support 
other nations who struggle. 
Lord in your mercy    Hear our prayer 
 

Let us pray for the continuing drive to vaccinate the all 
peoples of the world – not simply as an act of generosity, 
but as a way of making all people safe from the ravages 
of Covid-19. 
Lord in your mercy    Hear our prayer 
 

Let us pray for faith leaders, who have great 
responsibility to teach and enable others to grow in faith, 
and to live in ways which illuminate that faith in God. For 
our own bishops: Rachel and Robert. 
Lord in your mercy    Hear our prayer 
 

Let us pray for our own life of faith, with all its setbacks , 
twists and turns, that we may continue to learn and trust 
in God as the source of all true living and being. For the 
times when faith seems as small as a mustard seed, and 
we are just clinging on to belief.  Help us and hold us 
when our faith grows dim.  Challenge us when we think 
we know it all. 
Lord in your mercy    Hear our prayer 
 

Let us pray for our own community.  For shopworkers in 
the town and villages, that they may feel valued and 
encouraged in their work.  For those who work in the 
service industries and those involved in collecting rubbish 

and keeping our streets clean.  Help us to value what 
they do. 
Lord in your mercy    Hear our prayer 
 

We pray for those who have asked for our prayers this 
day:   Jack, Bob, Sue, Lynne, John, Norma, Emily, Phil, 
Janet, and Dawn 
 

We also pray for those who have died and their families 
who grieve the loss: Dave Fittall, Kathleen Foster, Sarah 
Lunt and Eric Averiss 
 

Remembering also those whose year’s mind it is. 
Lord in your mercy        Hear our prayer 
 
As the church celebrates the life of John Keble tomorrow, 
we complete these prayers with some of his words: 

Abide with me from morn till eve, 
For without Thee I cannot live: 
Abide with me when night is nigh, 
For without Thee I dare not die. 
Thou Framer of the light and dark, 
Steer through the tempest Thine own ark: 
Amid the howling wintry sea 
We are in port if we have Thee. 
 

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of 
your son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ 

Revd David Vonberg 

If you would like someone who is currently unwell or in  
particular need of prayer to be named on the weekly pew 
sheet, please email the parish office giving the person’s 
name and also your name as the contact  
 

Service Sheet for Worship at Home  
If you are unable to join the Sunday services, please do 
make use of the reflective service for use at home 
alongside the prayers and readings for the day which can 
be found on this pew sheet.     
If you would like a copy please contact the office   
ewelmeparishoffice@gmail.com 
 

Pastoral Care  
Please continue to let Canon Michael (546459), Revd 
Ian Gardner (546895) or Revd Jane Wood (07983 
623525) know of those who need to be contacted or 
those who need to be contacted or are in hospital and 
we will get in touch.  Marion Kee (860364) or Pat Jones 
(860696)are happy to be contacted for Uley, Owlpen 
and Nympsfield 
 

Please continue to check the Ewelme Family 
Facebook page and the Benefice website 
www.ewelmebenefice.co.uk regularly and if there are 
members who you know do not use any of these 
media, please let them know what is going on. 

Printed copies of the weekly pew sheet are available to 
pick up from the porch in St James from Friday 
lunchtime.  The porch will be left open every day.  For 
those who can’t come into Dursley, especially from 
Nympsfield or Uley, please do contact the office if you 
know of someone who would appreciate a printed copy. 
 

Churches are still open for private prayer 
We are extending the opening times so that St James in 
Dursley will be open each day between 9.30am and 5pm 
and St Giles in Uley will be open each day between 
10am and 3pm.  St Bartholomew’s in Nympsfield will 
continue to be opened on Wednesdays and Saturdays.  
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Access to all areas of the church buildings will still be 
restricted as these openings are for private prayer and 

not for general visiting. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Parish Office is closed 
During the current lockdown, Clive will be working from 
home.  You can email him on 
ewelmeparishoffice@gmail.com  He will also check for 
any messages left on the office answer machine. 

Visit us on Facebook :  Ewelme Benefice Family  

Stewardship, Parish Giving Scheme, gifts 
and donations  

 Very many thanks to all members of our church 
community who have helped us financially by registering 
for the Parish Giving Scheme, increasing contributions 
through the Parish Giving Scheme, sending cheques to 
the treasurers or making bank transfers into our parish 
bank accounts.   
These acts of generosity are really, really appreciated.  
 
Please visit our website for quick and tax efficient online 
ways of giving - 
https://ewelmebenefice.co.uk/coronavirus/ .  
 

You can also donate directly via on-line banking:  
Uley account:   
Barclays 20-33-83 A/C 43042057   
 

Dursley account:   
Lloyds 30-98-29 A/C 02391588   
Dursley PCC  

Morning Prayer in June via Zoom 
Morning Prayer  - June 16th, June 23rd, June 30th, 
2021  at 09:00 AM                                         
The link can be found by going into our website - 
https://ewelmebenefice.co.uk/ -  and clicking on the 
link there. If needed, the Meeting ID: 816 8323 9144   
Passcode: 077482                                                               
To join by phone, dial  0203 481 5237 or 0131 460 
1196                                                                                 
Meeting Id etc.  as above 
 

Evening Prayer via Zoom 

Twice a week, on Mondays and Wednesdays at 6pm, 
a number of us join together via Zoom for a short 20 
minute service of Evening Prayer.  We use a variety 
of styles of service and usually include some music – 
a hymn or song.  Do join us!  The link can be found 
by going into our website - 
https://ewelmebenefice.co.uk/ - and clicking on the 
link there. If needed, the Meeting ID: 867 8703 0319 
Passcode: 920634 

To join by phone, dial  0203 481 5237 or 0131 460 
1196                                                                                      

 

Live stream Service for Sunday  
13th June Trinity 2 

The Service of Holy Communion at St James on 
Sunday 13th June will be live streamed. The link can 
be found by going into our website - 
https://ewelmebenefice.co.uk/ -  and clicking on the 
link there,  or go into YouTube and enter ‘Ewelme 
Benefice’ in the Search Box, hit enter and select the 
service.                                                                                    
Please note - the stream will start at about 9.50am; 
the service starts at 10am.  After the service the 
stream will convert to a recording which can be 
viewed from about 12noon.                                                                           
To hear this service by phone through Zoom, dial 
0131 460 1196 or 0203 481 5237                                      
Meeting ID: 867 6357 2551     Passcode: 060283 
 

Food Bank 
The Food Bank is now operating and donations are 
welcome.  Uley village shop and both Tesco’s and 
Sainsbury’s have food donating points which can be 
used. Please continue to donate. 

Holy Communion on Thursdays 
There will be a service of Holy Communion at 

10am every Thursday in St James, Dursley.  We 
will continue to follow the Covid guidelines and so 

face coverings must be worn please and social 
distancing observed. 

Morning Prayer will be said in St James at 9am 
on Thursday mornings. 

 

Pill Pack Recycling 
There are  baskets at the back of St. James & St 
Giles Churches (by the Food Bank Box) to collect 
empty pill packs for recycling. to find out more, 
search on Medicine Packet Reycling Programme 
Terracycle. Superdrug in Stroud is participating in 
the programme, and will take our contributions 
 

Sunday 20th June  Trinity 3 
8.00am     Holy Communion in St James 
10.00am    Parish Communion in St Giles 
10.30am Service of the Word in St Marks 
11.30am Uley APCM in St Giles 
 

Open Garden 5th June 
Thank you to all who came to our Open Garden 

and for your generosity in your donations. 
£600.50 was raised for church funds. 

Philip & Judith Staddon 
 

Uley Annual Meetings 
The date of the Uley APCM is Sunday 20th June at 
11.30am in St Giles.  The meeting will be shortened 

so please pick up the papers to read before the 
meeting.  They are available in St Giles. 

BBQ for Dursley Festival 
As a church family we would like to offer a BBQ for 

the community on Saturday 10th July outside St 
James. 

To do this we need offers of help to run it! 
Please offer to Caroline, Chris or Canon Michael 
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